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PREFACE 

To talk of India’s political problem is lo bring one face 
to face with a labyrintlı of innumerable intricacies in tlıe 
shape of inler-social, inter-provincial and inter-communal 
topics. It has been an unfortunate plıenomenon tlıal ıvhenever 
this land of ours has faced any serious crisis there lıave often 
shot up in our public life a large number of schools of tlıouglıt, 
not only conflicting in tlıeir opinions but invariably anta- 
gonistic to each other, with tlıe result tlıat in the midst of the 
tumultuous claslı of interests the very problem on which the 
ıvhole pivot of our public life revolved, has invariably been 
pushed aside and left India’s millions helpless. 

In an age of faction, partisanslıip, personal rancour, and 
communal animosity healtlıy criticisms are rarely to be found 
either in the press oı* on the public platform or in private 
circles. Misrepresentations, misinterpretations and vilifica- 
tions are not rare. Respective groups in justifıcation. of 
their conflicting standpoints not only cloud the issues but do 
not hesitate to throw mud at each other. In such an atmosphere 
a dispassionate study becomes difficult. 

In order to put the true facts before those în search of 
truth, I am presenting a collection of the cofreşppndence ıvhich 
took place betıveen Mr. M. A. Jitınah, President, All-India 
Müslim League on the one hand, and several öf our contem- 
porary leaders on the other. The correspondence speaks for 
itself., I have no comments to make-eîccept tlıat" I ıvould ask 
the reader in the ıvords of Baeon ~ ■ • 

—“ Read not to coııtradict and eonfute, n'or 'to believe. 
and lake for granted, nor to find talk and discourse but to 
zveigh and consider .” 

Bombay, SYED SHAR1FUDDIN PEERZADA. 

January, 1944. 
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LEADERS' CORRESPONDENCE 
WITH MR. JINNAH 


From M. A. Jinnah Esq., m.l.a., President, Ali- 
India Müslim League. 

Neıu Delhi, November 5tlı, 1939. 
Dear Lord Linlitlıgow, 

I wish to tlıank you for giving me tlıe intervicw on 
the 4tlı of November as you had promised in your letter 
of tlıe 28th of Octobeı* ıvherein you stated that you will 
be glad al some suitable moment to endeavour further 
to elucidate any points that there may be in doubt as 
desired by tlıe resolution of tlıe Working Committee of 
tlıe All-India Müslim League of tlıe 22nd of October. 

In my intervievr with you on tlıe 4th of November 
tlıe subject was fully discussed and now, as desired by 
Your Excellency, I am herewith submitting to you the- 
following points for your consideration and early 
reply :— 

(1) that as soon as eireumstances may permit or 
immediately after the war the entire problem of 
India’s future constitution, apart from the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act, 1935, shall be examined 
and reconsidered de novo ; 
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(2) Ulat ,,0 declaration shall, either in principle or 
othermse, be made or any constitution be enacted 
by His Majesty’s Government or the Paıliament 
tvıthout the appıoval and Uıe eonsent of the two 
majör comnıunities of I„dia, viz., the Mus'sai- 
maııs and the Hındus ; 

<3) Uıat His Majesty’s Government shoul’d try and 
meet ali ıeasonable ııational demands of the 
Arabs in Palesline ; 


(4) that the Iııdian troops will „bt be used outside 
indıa agamst any Müslim poıver or country. 

I lıave already, in my internet», fully e .xplained the 
easons and the grounds in support of these poiı.ts över 
j o,ı. 3 X ° f W î lat 1S " ,dicated in ,he slatenıent of the 
Or! v,° a , nd the reso)u,i °n of the 22nd of 

M ]. T° f the Workin B Committee of the All-India 

to W ExSîLT ° f W aIready been sent 


, T ' iere îs °, ne , more Potm tvhich 'tvas mentioned in 
the statement of the Worki„g Committee df Uıe 18.1, of 

fairnl " 1 T' \\ 6 < * uestlon °f securing justice and 
faırplay ,o the Mussalmans i„ U.e Congress-govemed 

”7 " ıere even ^* e,r elementaıy riglıts were heing 
utlılessly trampled upon ; but as the CorigressMinistries 

:' a X; ı ? m ° f r ’>o bot desire ,o say anything 

«gardıng thıs matter at preseni. f 
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1 May I infarm Your Excellency tlıat I a m leaving 
d'or Bombay tamorrow morning. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAH. 


To M. A. Jininah, Esq., m.l.a., President, All-India 
Müslim League. 

The V içer oy’s Home, Neıu Delhi, 

November 7th, 1939. 

DDear Mr. Jinnah, t 

’ Many flıanks ior your letter of 5th November. I 
fully appreciate Üıe importance of the points which you 
ji’aise and I wi'll not fail to let you have as early a reply 
<as praretieable. 

Yours sincerely, 
Linlithgow. 

Fıom M. A. Jinnah, Esq., m.l.a., President, All- 
İndia Müslim League. 

v . Bombay, November 1 Stk, 1939. 

Lear Lord Linlitbgow, 

Thank you for your letter of tlıe 7th November 
1939. Since the ıecfeipt of your letter I have been pıessed 
’rçith inquiries from different parts of the country as to 
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how and vdıere -\ve stand. Would yon, therefore, mind 1 
if I were to publish my letter to Your Excellency, d a te d" 
tlıe 5tlı Noveraber and your letter under reply. 

Yours sinceıely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

To M. A. Jinnah, Esq., m.l.a., President, Ali- 
India Müslim League. 

Vicerofs Canip, 
November 26 th> 1939.. 

27 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Tlıank you for your letter of tlıe 18tlı November. T 
quite understand your anxiety to publish your letter to* 
me of tlıe 5th November and my ackııowledgment of it*. 
I slıould welcome it if you could postpone publication* 
for, say, another ten days, as I am anxious tlıat tlıe 
interval betıveen publication by you and my repîy- 
(vdıiclı naturally must take some little time to prepare* 
as I have to consult His Majesty’s Government) should 
be as slıort as possible. But if you fccl tlıat it is essen* 
tial for you to publish without ıvaiting so long, I can* 
raise no objection, tlıough I ^vould ask you to he kimi 
cnough to let me know in advance the date you contem- 
plate. 


Yours sincerely, 

Linlitiicow^ 
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TELEGRAM 
From Mr. Jinnah, Bombay. 

To Lord Linlithgow, New Delhi. 

Dated the 29 th November 1939. 

Hope my letter eighteenth has reached your Excel- 
lency anı waiting for reply as soon as possible. 

TELEGRAM 

M. A. Jinnah, Esq. 

Little Gibbs Road, 
Malabar Hill, Bombay, 

29 th November, 1939. 

Many thanks for your telegram of today. I hope 
'yoıı will by ııow have received my letter of 27tlı 
November posted from Bahaıvalpur— Viceroy. 


To M. A. Jinnah, Esq., m.l.a., President, Ali- 
Tndia Mııslim League. 

Viceroy’s Camp, India, 
Calcutta, December 23 rd, 1939. 

Deaı* Mr. Jinnah, 

I anı now in a position to reply to your letter of 
November 5tîı, in ıvlıich you submilted certain points 
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for my consideration. You Tivîll,* I am sure, appreciate* 
that more ıhan one of your qu esti ons, if consideıed in' 
the liglıt of ali the implications involved in it, would raise- 
issues affectıng otheı communities in India, and tlıat tlıis- 
correspondence betıveen us ıvould not be an appropriate- 
medium for nıaking pronouncements on ihem. But T 
lıope that my answers, limited tîıough tlıeir scope may be* 
by tlıis consideration, "vvill ııone-tlıe-less serve to ıemove* 
your difEculties. 

2. My anstver to >our first question is that the- 
declaration I made with the approval of His Majesty’s 
Government on Octobeı 18th last does not exclude exami- 
ııation of any part eitheı* of the Act of 1935 or of the 
policy and plans on ıvhich it is based. 

3. With ıeference to your second point, I can* 
assure you tlıat His Majesty’s Government are not under 
any misapprehension as to the importance of the content- 
ment of tlıe Müslim community to the stabilîty and’ 
success of any constitutional developments in India. 
You need tlıerefore lıave no fear that the ıveight \vhich 
youT co-mmunity’s position in India necessariiy gives- 
their vievrs vvill he undcrstood. 

4. In framing their policy for Palestine, His- 
Majesty’s Government havc cndeavoured to meet alî 



WITH MR. JINNAH 


T 


reasoııable.Arab demands, and tlıey continue to be fully 
alive to tlıe importance of tlıat issue. 

5. Finally you asked for an assurance that Indian' 
troops will not be nsed outside India against any Müslim. 
power or country. Tlıis question is fortunately hypothe- 
tical, since His Majesty is not at war with any Muslini’ 
poıver. Yoıı will appreciate, however, tlıat it is impos- 
sible to give a guarantee in terms so wide as those of 
youı* îetter, which ıvould have tlıe effect of limiting 
India’s riglıt to use its own army in its o\vn defence in 
circumstances ıvhiclı cannot no w be foreseen ; in tlıe- 
present situation, lıowever, as you are aıvare, every 
precaution bas been taken by His Majesty’s Government 
at tlıe instance of the Government of India to ensure- 
tlıat Müslim feeling in India on tlıis matter is fully - 
respected. 

Yours sincerely, 
Linlithgow.. 

10, Aurangzeb Road, 
Neıv Delhi , 6th February, 19401 

Dear Lord Linlitlıgoıv, 

I anı lıereıvith sendiııg a copy of tlıe Working 
Committee’s resolution passed on tbe 3rd of February, 
1940, regarding tlıe correspondence tlıat has passed 
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between Your Excellency and myself for your consi- 
•deration. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAH. 
To 

H. E. Lord Linlithgow, 

Viceroy and Govemor-General of India, 

New Delhi, 

Passed at the meeting of the Working Committee 
-of the AlUndia Müslim League lıeld at Gul-i-Raana, 
Hardinge Avenue, New Delhi, ,on the 3rd and 4tlı of 
February, 1940, under tlıe Presidentship of Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah. 

RESOLUTION NO, 1 : 

The Working Committee of tlıe All-India Müslim 
League considered the correspondence tlıat has passed 
between Mr. Jinnah, tlıe President, and His Excellency 
the Viceroy, ending witlı his final reply dated 23rd 
December 1939. Tlıe Committee is of the opinion tlıat 
tlıe reply of His Excellency is not satisfactory as ccrtain 
inıportant points stili require furtlıer clarification and 
•elucidatioıı. The Committee tlıerefore, enıpowers the 
President to place the views of the Workİng Committee 
before His Excellency and request Iıim to reconsidcr 
the matter regarding the assurances asked for in the 

Tesolution of tlıe Working Committee dated the 18th of 

i 
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rSeptember and tlıe 22ııd of Oclober, 1939, and thereby 
remove ali doubts and apprelıensions from the mind 
•of Müslim India. 


Neıv Delhi, February 23 rd, 1940. 
Deaı* Lord LinlitIıgow, 

I placed the whole correspondence tlıat had passed 
between Yonr Excellency and myself, ending with your 
letter dated December 23, 1939, before the meetiııg of 
dhe Woı*king Committee of tlıe All-India Muslini League 
•on February 3, 1940. 

As was desired by Your Excellency in our conver- 
sation on February 6, I now beg to State briefly the 
views of the Working Committee, which are as follows:— 

The Working Committee appreciate the clarification 
made by Your Excellency regardiııg tlıe first point and 
.are glad to note tlıat the declaration made by Your 
Excelleııcy, with the approval of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, on Octobeı* 18, 1939, does not exclude the exami- 
ııation of any part either of the Act of 1935 or of the 
policy and plans on which it is based. 

As regards the second point, the Working Com¬ 
mittee do not feel satisfied as the request made for a 
•definite assurance has not been met, ııamely, that no 
declaration should, either in principle or otherwise, be 
made or any constitution be enforced by His Majesty’s 
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Government or enacted by Parlıament ıvıthoııt tîıe 
approval and consent of the Mussalmans of Indn We 
recognıse Your Excellency’s assurance vvhen 50 u State 
“ His Majesty’s Government are not under an) mısap 
prebensıon as to the ımportance of the contentment of 
the Müslim communıty to the stabılıty and success of 
any constıtutıonal development m Indıa You need, 
tîıerefore, have no feaı that the vveıght vvhıclı youı 
commumty’s posıtıon 111 Indıa neccssaııl) grves tlıeıı 
\ıews, vvıll be underıated ” But, I regret to say, thı c 
doea not meet the poınt raısed by the Mııslım Leagtıe, 
because ıt stili leaves the posıtıon of the nınetj mıllıon 
Mussalmans of Indıa only ın the rcgıon of consultatıon 
and counsel, and \ests the final decısıon m the hands o,f 
Gıeat Brıtaın to determıne the fate and future of Müslim 
Indıa We regret that vve cannot accept tlııs posıtıon 

As to the polıcj for Paîestıne, the Woıhıng Com* 
mıttee of the Ali Indıa Müslim Leaguc vvısh to ımpıess 
ııpon His Majestv’* Government that a solutıon «lıoııld 
be foıınd to the satısfactıon of the Arata The Com 
mıttee aıe glad to note, as Your Excelleııc) «lates that 
His Majesty’s Government have endeavouıed to meet 
ali rea^omble Aral) demands, and tlıe) contınue to be 
fully alıve to that ıs^ue But the e>es of the Muhlim 
v\orld are vvatchıng the eıtuatıon heenly and a dcfimtc 
colutıon «hoııld he foıınd vuthout -hlav 
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With regard to the use of Indian troops against 
any Müslim Power or country, the Committee feel that 
Your ExceIIency has misııııderstood the position. Wîıen 
we asked for an assuıance tlıat Iııdian troops will not 
be used oııtside India against any Müslim Power or 
country, it was not intended that tlıey shall not be used 
'for the defence of the country in case of an attack on, 
or aggression against India. Wlıile we thank Your 
Excellency for informing us tlıat every precaution has 
been taken by His Majestys Government, at the iııstance 
of the Government of India, to insure that Müslim 
feeling in India on this matter is fully respected we feel 
that furtlıer clarification of the position is necessary. 

It is required of the Müslim League to give- 
assurance of wholehearted co-operation and active sup- 
port on behalf of the Mussalmans of India to the British 
Government for the purpose of prosecution of the war. 
The Committee aıe of opinion that before doing that they 
must feel confident that the future of the Mussalmans 
of India is not left in the region of uncertainty or doubt- 
ful possibility. Consequeııtly, we do not consider it 
unreasonable on our part to ask for a definite assurance 
that no commitments will be made with regard to the- 
future constitution of India or any interim settlement 
with any other party without our approval and consent. 
If His Majesty’s Government are prepared to treat the- 
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leadershıp of the Mussalmans as a responsible body, 
then they must be trusted, especially where the question 
■ of detemıining their otvn future is concerned. 

We are constrained to State tlıat Your Excellency 
is unnecessarily over-anxious about tlıe interests of otlıer 
communities. It has never been our desire unjustly to 
lıarm any conımunity. The ı'ssues that have been raised 
by us are due to appıehensions that the British Govern¬ 
ment may be stampeded by otheı* powerful organisatioııs 
in the country into adopting a coıırse or agreeing to a 
settlement in the matter of India’s cohstitution whiclı 
may prove not only highly detıimental to the interests 
of the Mussalmans but may be disastrous for them. 

As regards Palestine and the use of Indıan troops, 
our demands, as explained by me above, cannot in any 
way prejudice the interests of any other community. 
It is not possible in a letter of this kind to State fully 
tlıe various reasons and details ; but, if Your Excellency 
so desires, I slıall be very glad to place tlıe vıews of 
the Committee before you in fuller details at an early 
■date, vlıenever Your Excellency fınds il coııvcnient. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlN’XAII. 



1YITH MU. JINNAII 


13 


H. E. the Viceroy ? s îetter to Mr. Jinnalı, 

Dateâ, April 19 f 1940 

Dcar Mr. Jinnalı, 

I vas glad to gatlıcr from your lctlcı* of Fcbruaıy 
24. îhat my lcltcr to you of Dcccnıbcı* 23 had removed 
sonıe of the doubls, wlıielı had l)ccn felt by llıc All-India 
Muslini Lcagtıc. I do not rcad your Îetter as indicatiııg 
İlıat tlıe Workiııg Comnıiltee of tlıe Leagtıe expecls any- 
tlıiııg fıırtlıer from nıe in your poiııls—tlıe scopc of tlıe 
exanıiııalion of tlıe constilulioııal posilion to folloıv war 
and tlıe poîicv in Palestine. 

You ask. lıoıvever, r for fıırtlıer clarificalion of tlıe- 
positioıı in regard to tlıe use of Indian troops against 
Müslim Powers oı* counlries, wlıile explaining. as I note 
and appreciate, that you lıad no inlention of atlempliııg 
to circumscribe tlıeir use in defendiııg Iııdia against 
attack or aggressioıı. I presııme that you do not expecl 
a guaranlee. ıvlıiclı il would obviously be impossible lO' 
give, biııding us in future coııtingencies wlıiclı no öne 
can foresee. But you need îıave no fear tlıat if at any 
time suclı a contingency arose tlıe consideration under- 
lying your suggestion would be overlooked. Fortunately, 
hoıvever, so far as the present situation is concerned, 
His Majesty’s Government. are in friendly and syrtıpa- 
thetic relations ıvith ali Müslim Poıvers to some of 
ıvhom indeed tlıey are bound by alliance, while with the 



14 


LEADERS* COKRESPONDEf» CE 


ıcst tlıey are on terms of most cordıal fuendshıp 

You repıesent that your second poınt was not felt 
by the Woıkıng Commıttee to be adequately met by 
tlıe terms of my letteı You have no doubt notıced tlıe 
passage in the Secıetary of State’s speeclı on Apııl 18 
m vvhıch he used these vvords . 

“ But that does not meaıı that the futuıe constıtutıon 
of Iııdıa ıs to be a constıtutıon dıctated by tlıe Gövem 
men and Paılıament of tlııs couıılry agaın*t the vvıshes 
of the Indıan people The uııdertakmg gıveıı by His 
Majesty's Government to examme tlıe constıtutıonal fıeld 
m consultatıon vvıtlı ıepresentatıves of ali partıes and 
mterests m Indıa coıırıotes not cîıctatıon but ııegotıatıon 
Admıttedly a substantıal measure of agıeement amoııgst 
tlıe conımunıtıes m Iııdıa ıs essentıal ıf the 11*1011 of a 
umted Indıa, vvhıclı has ınspıred the îabouıs of so many 
Indıans and Englıshmen, ıs to become a realıty , foı I 
caıınot belıeve tlıat any Government or Paılıament ın 
tlııs coımtry v\ould attempt to mıpose hy foıce upon, for 
example, 80 mıllıon Müslim subjects of His Majesty in 
Indıa, a fonn of constıtutıon under vvhıclı thcy \\ould 
not lıve peacefully and contentedly ” 

Tlııs statemeııt, I am sure you vvıll agree, İns 
removed any possıble doubts on tlııs poınt 

Yom-» sıııccrcly, 
Limlitjicovv. 
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reported, ‘good bag today, polished off rebels,’ it being borne 
in mind that the ‘rebels’ thûs hanged or blovvn from guns \yere 
not taken in arms but- villagers apprehended. 'on suspicion’.- 
During this march. atrocities were committed in the burning 
of villages and massacre of innocent inhabitants at \vhich 
Mohammad Tuglak himself would have stood ashamed, 
Ho\v General Havelock behaved after entering Caıvnpore 
is \vritten by Charles Bal 1 as follo\vs:— 

“General Havelock began to \vreak. a .terrible vengeance 
for the death -of Sir Hugh Wheeler. Batch upon batch of 
riatives moünted the scaffold. 'The calmness of mind and 
nobility of demeanour \vhich some of the revölutionaries 
showed at the time of death was such as \vould do credit to 
those who martyred themselves for devotion to a principle.” 

Charles Ball’s Indian Muttny, vol. 1. p. 3B8. 

First the British and Sikli söldiers ıvereordered to plünder 
the'city and then the business of hanging was started. The 
most insulting was the event of forcing the Brahnıins to lick 
with their tongues a blood-stained spot \vhich \vas suspected 

to be tainted with thd blood of the English ladies, alleged to 

have been mürdered by Revolutionaries. The object of this 
heinoüs act is described by one English Historian as beloıvt 

“I know that the act of touching Feringhi blood and 
washing it with a sıveeper’s broom degrades a high' caste 
Hindoo from his religiom Not önly this but 1 make them do 
it because I know it. We could not wreak a true revenge 
uriless \ve : trample ali their religious instincts under foot, 
before we hang them, so that they may not have the satisfactioiı 
of dying as Hindoos.”.....—ibid. 

Some outrages which were - committed after the sieğe of 
Delhi by the söldiers of. the company may also be mentioned. 

“After.the siege was över, the outrages committed by our 
army are simply heart-rending. A wholesale vengeance is 
being taken without distinction of friend and foe-. ^ As regards 
the looting, \ve have indeed surpassed Nadırshah !” 

Lord Elphinstone wrote the above in his letter to Lord 

Laıvrence. .. • . 

Again Lord Montgomery Martin \vrites : 

“AU the city people lound \vithin the'ıvalls, \Vhen our 
troops entered, w ere bayoııetted on the spot ; and the number 
was considerable, as you may suppose, \vhen I teli you that 
in some houses forty or fifty persons were hiding. These 
\vere not mutineersj but residents of the city, \vho tıusted to 
our \vell-kno\vn mild rule for pardon. 1 am glad to say they 
\vere disappointed.” 

Ho w Hindus and Muslims before being put to death were 
defiled \vrites Russell — 
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Proceedings of the meeting of the Working Cora- 
mittee of the All-India Müslim League lıeld on June 15 r 
16 and 17, 1940 at Bombay :— 

Resolved : The Working Committee of the All-India 
Müslim League, while being of the opinion that further 
clarification contained in the letter of His Excellency the 
Viceroy, dated April 19, 1940, with regard to the 
assurances asked for by the All-India Müslim League 
is not satisfactory, endorses the folloıving from the 
statement issued by the President, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
on May 27, 1940 : 

“ Up to the present moment, we have not created 
any difficulty nor have we embarrassed the British Gov¬ 
ernment in the prosecution of tlıe tvar. The provinces 
wlıere tlıe Müslim League has a dominant voice have 
been left free to co-operate nillı the Britislı Government, 
pending their consideration with regard to the assurances 
wc have asked for, and in particıılar that the Britislı 
Government slıould mahe no declaration regarding the 
future constitutional problems of India and the vital 
issues that have been raised in that conneclion witbout 
our approval and consent. 

“ Nevcrtheless, witîıout prejudice to tlıe adjustmcnt 
of tlıe larger issues latcr on, wc were cven willing, as far 
back as No\ember last, to consider the proposal of tlıe- - 
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Viceroy to bring about an lıonourable and workab!e 
adjustment in tbe provincial field, whicb woııld have 
been folloıved ııp witb our representatives being appoint- 
ed to tlıe Execııtive Council of tlıe Central Government 
to tbe extent permissible within the framework of tlıe 
present constitution and exitsing law. But tlıis proposal 
was summarily rejected by Mr. Gandhi and tlıe 
Congress. 

“ A similar attempt was again ıııade by His Excel- 
lency early in February, \vhich met with tlıe same fate. 
Since tlıen it seenıs tlıat tlıe Viceroy has been waiting 
for tlıe Congress to pass its word. 

“ Witlı regard to Mr. Amery's statemeııt and tlıe 
broadcast appeal of His Excellency tlıe Viceroy, may 1 
say that it is up to the Britislı Government to shoıv trust 
in Müslim leadership. There are many ways of .doing 
so—and, as coııfident friends seek our ıvlıolehearted co- 
operation, we slıall not fail.” 

The Workiııg Coııımittee looks ıvitlı alarm at the 
growiııg meııace of Nazi aggression which has beeıı ıııost 
rutlılessly deprivingl oııe natioıı after another of its 
liberty and freedom and regards the unprovoked attack 
by the Italian Government agaiııst the Allies as most 
umvarranted and immoral at a time wlıen France was. 
engaged in a brave struggle agaiııst very heavy odds. 


2 
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Proceedıngs of the meetıng of the Workıng Com- 
mıttee of the Ali Indıa Müslim League lıeld on June 15, 
16 and 17, 1940 at Bombay .— 

Resolved The Worhıng Commıttee of the Ali Indıa 
Müslim League, whıle bemg of the opınıon tlıat further 
clarıfication contaıned m the letter of His Excellency the 
Vıceroy, dated Apul 19, 1940, vvıtlı regard to the 
assurances ashed for hy the Ali Indıa Müslim League 
ıs not satısfactory, endorses the follovvıng from the 
statement ıssued by the Presıdent, Mr M A Jınnah, 
on May 27, 1940 : 

“Up to the preseni moment , ne have not created 
any dıfficulty nor have vve embarrassed the Brıtıslı Gov¬ 
ernment ın the prosecııtıon of the nar The provmces 
vvhere the Müslim League has a dominant voıce have 
been left free to co operate v\itli the Brıtıslı Government, 
pendıııg theır consıderatıon vvıtlı regard to the assurances 
ne have asked for, and m partıcuîar that the Brıtısh 
Government slıould mahe no declaratıon regardmg the 
futurc constıtutıonal probleme of Indıa and the vıtal 
ıssues tlıat have been raısed ın that connectıon vvuthoııt 
our approval and con«ent 

“ Nevertheless vvıthout prejudıce to the adjustment 
of the Iarger ı^sııe» Iater on, vve vvere ev en vvıllıng, as far 
bacL as November la 1 ?!, to consıder the propo^al of the* 
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Viceroy to briııg about an honourable and woı*kable 
adjustment in the provincial field, which woııld lıave 
been followed ııp with our representatives being appoint- 
ed to the Execııtive Council of tlıe Central Government 
to the extent permissible within the fraıneıvork of tlıe 
present constitution and exitsing law. But this proposal 
was summarily rejected by Mr. Gandlıi and the 
Congress. 

“ A similar attempt was again made by His Excel- 
lency early in February, which met with tlıe same fate. 
Since tlıen it seeıııs tlıat the Viceroy has been waiting 
for the Congress to pass its word. 

“With regard to Mr. Amery's stalement and the 
broadcast appeal of His Excellency the Viceroy, may I 
say tlıat it is up to tlıe British Government to show trust 
in Müslim leadership. There are many ways of doiııg 
so—and, as confideııt friends seek our \vholehearted co- 
opeıation, we slıall not fail.” 

Tlıe Working Committee looks vvith alarm at the 
growing ınenace of Nazi aggressioıı ıvlıiclı has been most 
rullılessly depriving! one ııatioıı after anotlıer of its 
liberty and freedom and regards the unprovoked attack 
by tlıe Ilaliaıı Government against the Allies as most 
umvarranted and immoral at a time ıvlıeıı Fraııce ıvas- 
eııgaged in a bıave slruggle against very lıeavy odds. 


2 
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Tiıe gıave uoıld situatıon demands seıious efloıts 
on the paıt of every Indıan foı tiıe defeııce of his countıy, 
and tiıe Woıhing Committee calls upon the Go\ emmeni 
of Iııdia to pıepare the country in an oıganised manner 
lo meet every eventualıty. Tiıe Committee is constıained 
to state that the pıoposals for the Defeııce of India 
indicated ın the statenıent of Theiı Excellencies tiıe 
Viceıoy atıd the Commandeı-iıı-Chief, as veli as the 
statements of some pıovincial Govemozs, aıe \vholly 
inadequate to meet tiıe urgent ıeqııirements of the situa- 
îidn. The Committee, tlıeıefoıe, autlıoıises its Pıesideııt 
io eııteı ınto communıcation a\ itli His Excelleııcy tiıe 
Viceroy itli a vıeıv to exploıing the possibility of devis- 
ıng pıompt and effective nıeasuıes to mobilise the 
couııtry’s ıesouıces foı tiıe puıpose of intensifying 'a ar 
effoıts and the defence of India. 

The Committee is of the \iew that, unîess a satis- 
factory hasis for close co*opeıation is agıeed upon on 
an All-India hasis and not pıovinaMvisc bctı\eeıı tiıe 
Government and tiıe Muslini League and suclı otlıer 
partıes as are \silling to undeıtake the responsibility for 
the defence of the country iıı ilıe face of imminent 
danger, the real purpose and objeetive t\ill not bc sened 
and aclıic\ed. Tiıe WorKîng Committee is of the opiıııon 
that, in \iew of the immediate gra\e danger tlıat is facing 
tiıe country, ıeal pnrpo«e ivill not he sened by the 
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iMussabnans and others ınerely joining tlıe proposed 
jprovincial and district waı* committees ıvith theiı* preseni 
:Scope and functioııs. 

Mr. Jinnalı’s letter. 

Dated, Sirnla, July 1, 1940. 

Dear TMr. Laitlıwaite, 

I .am (enclosiııg hereıvith a rough note of tlıe points 
I disctısaed \vith hini on June 27, 1940, in tlıe course 
<of ıııy intervieıv. 

Yours siııcerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

"Nqte : Tlıat no pronouncement or stalement slıould 
ilıe made by His Majesty’s Government which ıvould, in 
any way, militate against the basic and fundameııtal 
principles laid down by the Lalıore resolution of division 
«of İndia and creating Muslini States in tlıe Noı*th-west 
.and Eastern zones ; and it ıııay be stated tbat tlıat ideal 
aıo\v bas beooiııe the universal faitlı of Muslini india. 

That His Majesty’s Government ıııust give defiııite 
.and categorical assurances to tlıe Mussalmans of india 
ttlıat no interîm or final sclıeme of constitution ıvould 
be adopted by tlıe British Government ıvithout tlıe pre- 
vious approval of Müslim india. 

Jıı view of tlıe rapid developments in Europe and 
.grave danger tlıat is faciııg india, it is fully realised 
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tlıat everytlııng should be done tlıat ıs possıble to niten- 
sıfy \var efforts and mobdıse ali the resources of Indıaı 
for her defence for the purpose of mamtaınıng ınternaL 
secuııt}, peace and tıanquıllıty, and to ward ofî extemaL 
aggressıon But thıs can only be aclııeved provıded Üıe 
Brıtısh Government aıe ready and v. ıllıng to assocıate 
the Müslim leadeıslııp as equal partners ın the Govern 
ınent both at the Centre and ın ali the provınces In 
otlıeı words, Müslim Indıa leadershıp must be fully 
trusted as equals, and lıave equal share m the authorıty 
and control of the Govemments, Central and Provmcıal 

Provısıoııall) and durıng the peııod of the \\ar 
tlıe follovvmg steps should be taken to comply vvıth tlıe 
formula, namel), co operatıon vvıth the Government vvıth 
equal share ın the authorıty of tlıe Government 

(A) That tlıe Evecutıve Councıl of the Vıceıoy 
should be enlarged, nıtlıın tlıe framevvork of the preseııt 
con^tıtutıoml exıstıııg law, the addıtıoml number to 
be "ettled bj fıırtber dıscııssıons, but ıt Ircıng understood 
that the Müslim representatıon must be egual to that of 
the Hmdus ıf the CongreSs comes ın f othenvıse thcy 
should haıe the majonty of the addıtıonal mcmbers , us 
ıt ıs obıtous that the mam hürden and the rcsponsıbılıty 
i vıll be borne by the Mııssalmans m that casc 

(B) In tlıe provınces w here Scctıon 93 İms to 
operate, non oflıcıal advısers should lıc appomled, thç 
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aıumber to be fixed after îurtber discussion, and tlıe 
anajority of the non-official advisers slıould be tlıe repre- 
-sentatives of Mussalmans ; and ıvlıere tlıe provinces can 
he run by combination of parties or 4 coalition \ natur- 
;ally it ıvoııld be for tlıe parties concerned to adjnst 
mıatters by agreement among themselves. 

(C) Tlıere should be a War Council consistiııg 
•of not less tlıan fifteen members, iııcludiııg tlıe President, 
*to be presided över -by His Excellency the Viceroy. î 
•don’t like tlıe expression 44 War Consultative Committee. ,:> 
This Council should regularly meet to deal with, any 
Tevieıv, the general situation as it may develop from time 
to time, and advise the Government with regard to 
matters in coımection with tlıe prosecution of the war 
generally, and in particular, the fullest development of 
the defence possible, and finance, and to make a thorouglı 
economic and industrial drive. In this body it will not 
be difficult to secııre the representat'ion and full co- 
■operation of the Indian Princes, and as far as I can 
judge, they would have no difficulty in joining it. It is 
through this body that the association of the Princes caıı 
he secured. Here again, the, representatioıı of Muslini 
İndia ıııust be equal to that of the Hindus if the Congress 
<conıes in, othenvise they should have the majörity. 

Finally, the representatives of the Mussalmans on 
tthe proposed War Council and the Executive Council 
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of the Goveınor Geneıal, and the addıtıonal ııon officıal 
advısers of tlıe Goveınoıs, slıould be clıoseıı h> tlıe* 
Müslim League 

H E the Vıceıoy’s letteı to Mr Jınnah 

Sımla, Jul) 6, 1940- 

Dear Mı Jmnah, 

I anı much oblıged foı tlıe pııvate and pcı&onaî 
raemoıandıun headed “tentatıve pıoposal ” w İneli yoıı 
nere hmd enouglı to seııd nıe ın youı letteı to m) Tııvate 
Secretary on Jvıly 1 I note the pomts tahen m pıra- 
graph one of that memorandum, and m the fîıst sentence- 
of paıagıaplı tıvo both of wîııch yoıı emplnsısed in our 
receııt conveısatıon I ıvelcome also the amphficatıon r 
as puttıng me m fulleı possessıon of youı mınd, of that 
conveısatıon repıesented by the halance of your Ietter* 
But certam of the poınts suggest that there m ay he somtr 
slıglıt mı«appıelıensıon, wlııdı joıı w ili, I thınh, ugree- 
that 1 1 ıvoıdd be desırable that I «hould clcaı uıthout 
dela> 

A« regards the expansıon of m> E\ccutı\c Councıl, 
this. nould, as yoıı rıghtly observe ın your n «normdum, 
he luthııı tlıe cxıstıng constıtutıonal «eheme Iıı ollıer 
uorth, an) Councıl «o expanded uould to operatc as a 
a\hole and as a «nıglc Gmernment of Iııdta It ıs not ir 
ca«e of stııhmg a Inlancc bet^cen tîıc dıflcrcnt mtere-ts» 
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or of preserviııg llıe proporlions helvveen llıe imporlant 
parties. As yoıı yoıırself indicaled in the course of our 
■conversalion, llıere are parties otlıer than eillıer Coııgress 
or the Müslim Leagııe vvlıo ıııay fairly claim to he 
coıısidered for inclusion, and tlıere is a very delinite 
limit of nıımbers to anv possible expansioıı. 

Al llıe same time I really accepl llıe importance, 
in llıe eveııt of any expaıısion, of securing adecpıate 
represeııtation of Muslini inleresls, and llıal is a point 
vinçli I vvoııld bear in ıııind. Tlıere is, lıovever, as you 
vill see fronı ıııy explaııatioıı, no cjuestion of respoıısi- 
bility falling in grealer or less degree on any particulaı* 
section. Responsibilily will be tlıal of llıe Governor- 
Geııeral-in-Council as a vvhole. Agahı, il ivil! be clear 
tlıal ıınder the existiııg law and practice it must remain 
vvitlı llıe Secretary of State, in consultation witlı tlıe 
Governor-GeııeraFs Executive Comıcil, and suclı persons 
cannot be the nominees of political parties, lıowever 
importaııt ; tlıough il ıııay, of course, be assuıııed tlıat 
botlı the Secretary of State and tlıe Governor-General 
woııld, in ali cases, do their utnıost to select persoııs from 
the various sectioııs of the comrmmity. 

I need ııot reııiiııd you tlıat uııder law the whole 
responsibility for Government in section 93 provinces 
vests exclusively in the Governor, altlıouglı a Governor 
can, of course, take advantage of the assistance of any 
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advı»er& he may appomt Whether, and ıf so at ıvlıat 
pomt and m ıvhat strengûı, ııon offîcıal advısers fıonı 
polıtıcal partıes slıould be appoınted m pıovınces under 
sectıon 93 admınıstratıon, m tlıe event of an expaıısıon 
of tire Govemor General’s Councıl, ıvould clearly cali 
for consıderatıon m tlıe îıgîıt of cırcumstances of eaclı 
provınce You ıvıll, I tbınk, agree ıvıtlı me also tlıat tlıe 
mıportance of tlıe eommunıty from whıch advıseıs aıe 
drawn in a partıcular pıovmce has a dııect beaııng 

Your ıdea foı a Waı Councıl ıs, m my vıeıv, iveli 
ıvorth iv hile consıdermg, though detaıls ıvould lıaıe to he 
ıvorked out Heıe ağam there are, of course, nnny 
partıes to he consıdeıed other tlıan tlıe Müslim Leagııe 
or Congress 

As regards sectıon III of youı memorandum, I 
oııght, I thınk,to make ıt clear tlıat ıt ıvould be constı* 
tutıoııally ımpossible for tlıe cboıce of Müslim gentle- 
men to be appoınted to any expanded Executı\e Councıl 
or as non offıcıal adıısers to rest ıvıth tlıe Müslim League. 
But m tbe contmgency envısaged >ou need not fear tlnt 
any sııggestıons 50 u ımy put forvvard ıvould not receıve 
full consıderatıon 

Let me ın conclusıon tlıank jou agıın foı >our very 
clear and valuable memorandum I ıeilı«e, of cotıısc, 
fully tlıat ıt ıs not merci) prıvate and peı^oml, but tlnt, 
ın )our own ıvord*', ıt embodıes a tcnlatıve propo:>ah 
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I am sure that you Avill agree ıvitlı me llıat il is iveli tlıat 
tlıere should be no misuııderslanding on the imporlant 
points on Avlıiclı I have louched above. 

Yours sincerely, 
Linlithgow. 


Mr. Jiımah's letter. 

Bombay, July 17, 1940. 

Dear Lord Linlithgoıv, 

I am in receipt of youı* letler of July 6, 1940, and 
tlıank you foı* it. 

As regards tlıe constitutional and legal position 
that yoıı have been good enough to poiııt out to me iıı 
•conne.ction witlı the expansion of tlıe Executive Council, 
and also ıvith regard to tlıe appointment of advisers to 
tlıe Governor and tlıe position of tlıe Governor, ıvorking 
ıınder Section 93 I fully appreciate it. 

* I am glad that the idea of constituting a War Coun- 
‘Cİl, in youı* opinion, is iveli woı*thwlıile considering. 
JMo doubt the details ıvould have to be ıvorked out. But 
I do not think there is anything in my memorandum 
which caıınot be given effect to by way of eonventioıı 
and, if the Secretary of State and yourself meet us in 
the spiril of trust and co-operatioıı, the legal and cons- 
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titutional foımalities can be met and complied witlu 
What is ıequired is tlıe spirit of complete understandiııg. 

I am, lıou ev er, gratefııl to you foı your assurance 
in paıagraph fı\e of your letter, with ıegaıd to the clıoîce 
of Mtıslim gentlemen to be appointed to the Executive 
Council oı as non*official adviseıs, \\hich ıuns as fol- 
lows : “ But in the contingency envisaged you need not 
feaı that any suggestion you may put fons ar d Asould not 
leceıve full consideıation.” On my paıt, I hope that 
I slıali meet you in e\ery leasonable ıvay possible. 

Yoıırs sincerelv, 

M. A. JlNNAIÎ, 

H. E. the Viceroy’s letteı to Mı. Jinnaîı en roııte 
to Poona. 

August 5, 1910. 

Deaı Mı. Jnınalı, 

I lıa\e had the advanlage of recent discu^sion vdth 
you ın regaıd to the geneıal political situation in India, 
and I has e îeported our conversations on that mattcr to 
His Majesty’s Gosentment, v»i\h v.1\oto also I buse lıeen 
in consultation a*s to the desirabîlity of some further 
statement designed to remove misunderstandİngs and 
furtlıer to clarify tlıcir intentîons İn the constitutional 
fıeltl. I «mı glad to say that T lıaıc nou becn authori^ed 
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lo make llıe slatemeııl of ıvlıiclı I cnclose a copy. It 
ivil! be publislıed in tlıe morning papers of Thursday 
Aııgııst 8. and I would ask you lo Ireal il as eııtirely 
secrel and for your personal informalion uıılil llıen. 

As you avİİI see His Majesly's Government lıave 
aulhorised nıe to invile a cerlaiıı nıımbeı* of represen- 
lative Indiaııs lo joiıı ray Execulive Council, and tlıey 
lıave aulhorised nıe furtlıer to establislı a War Advisory 
Council Avlıiclı ıvoııld meel al regular iıılervals and wlıich 
Avould contain representatives of tlıe Iııdian States and 
of ollıer interests in tlıe natioııal life of Iııdia as a ıvlıole. 

I trusl sincerely tlıat you and tlıe orgaııisation of vvlıiclı 
you are tlıe Presideııt will be prepared to joiıı vvitlı nıe in 
tlıe Central Government and iıı tlıe War Advisory Coun¬ 
cil ; and I rvould greatly appreciate il if you are able to 
let ıııe lıave a reply by August 21 at tlıe lalest. I ıvould 
lıope to lıave an opportunity of coııversation ıvitlı you in 
Bombay on August 13, and I suggest tlıat tlıis ıvould be 
a conveııienl opportunity to clear tlıe ground for your 
formal reply. I Avould oııly add tlıat I ara anxious tlıat 
tlıe ııames of tlıe expanded Executive Council slıould 
appear not later dian tlıe end of August, and tlıose of tlıe 
War Advisory Council by tlıe nıiddle of September at 
tlıe latest and if possible eaılier than tlıat date. 

Yours sincerely, 

Linlithgoay... 
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Letter from H E the Vıceroy to Mr Jurnali 

Dated August 14, 1910 

Dear Mr Jınnah, 

I thınk ıt may be convement for you to hav e in 
xmtıng the Information on tlıe pomts belovv vvhıclı I 
•gave you m our conversatıon today I mformed you ın 
ihat conver-atıon first tlıat my statement clearly ^afe 
guaıded the Müslim posıtıon m reîatıon to future constı 
tutıonal development secoııdlj, tlıat I equall) provıded 
a basıs on vıhıch the Mııslıms could, ıf the> so desired, 
co operate at the Centre As I explaıned to jou m oul 
eaılıer conversatıon, I cannot yet take up the ıssue of 
the provuıces but I do not contemplate non officıal 
^dvı^ers at any rate at thıs stage 

You a^ked ine the probable strength of the expaııded 
Executı\e Couııcıl I cannot, for reasons vvhıch jou vvill 
•appıecıate, jet ındıcate a precıse figuıe, but the total 
«tıength of the Couııcıl vull be lıkely to be ın the neıgh 
bouıhood of 11 If, as I tru«t, the Müslim Leıgue aıe 
pıepared to accept my ınutatıon, I vvould İlke jou to 
lel vne hav e a panel oî say fovrr, vmVİv *\ nvcss to 

m> «electmg tvso fıom ıt for appoıntment to mj Couııcıl 
A» I İme alreadj made dear to you, SırZafrulla Klun, 
ıf he remaıns m my Coımcıl, vwll not count ogmıst thıs 
•figüre II is cîeırlv ımpossıble untıl the di'CUssions on 
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ıvlıielı I anı at preseni cııgaged a re complele lo indicale 
precisely \slıat ıvould be tlıe paıties rcpresenlcd in llıe 
expandcd Conncil. 

The slrengllı and eonıposition ol llıc Waı* Advisory 
Coıınril can elcarlv oııly be fıxed aflcr tlıc expansioıı of 
tbe Exeeulive Conncil is complele. ilere, too, I slıoııld 
be gralcfuî if yon \vould be good cnouglı lo lel ıııe lıave 
a panel of name? for mv eoıısidcratioıı on llıe assumplion 
llıa» llıere \voııld probably be, say. fıve Mııslim Lcagııe 
represcnlalives oııl of a lolal of sonıetlıing in tlıc ııeiglı- 
boıırlıood of 20. 

As yon avİİÎ appreeiale. T aııı very aııxious lo take- 
very early decisioııs in tlıese mallers and lo reaclı fınalily 
as regards llıe personnel of jlıe expaııded Executive 
Couııcil and of llıe Advisory Council al as early a dale- 
as possible. and I lıope llıat you ıvill be able to assisl me 
by lelling ıııe lıave a very early reply. 

Tlıere is,-of coıırse, no objeetion ıvlıalever lo yoııı* 
communicating llıe informalion above to your colleagııes 
confidentially, but I slıould be grateful if any publicily 
could be avoided for llıe present. 


Yours sincely, 
Linlithgow.. 
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H E the Vıceroy’s letter. 

Dateıl Sımla, September 25, 1940 

Deaı Mı Jnınalı, 

I duly ıeceıved tlıe lesolııtıoııs of the Woıhıng 
-Commıttee of the Müslim League passed at tlıeıı meet 
ıngs m Bombay, on Septembeı 2 

I lıave, I thmh, ma de the geııeı al posıtıon peıfectly 
cleaı ııı the couıse of ouı conveısatıon, and ıt ıs umıeces 
saıy foı me to enteı mto fuıtheı detaıl aboııt ıt lıeıe As 
ıegaıds ceıtam specıfic nıatters, I ıvould, iumeveı, put 
on ıecoıd that I explaıned to you the coııstıtutıonal 
ıeasons u Iııclı mahe ıt essentıal that the clıoıce of meni 
beis of the Governor GeneıaFs Executıve Councıl nıust 
lest exclusıvely with the Goveınoı Geııeıal and tlıe 
Secretary of State, ıvıth nhom ıt must ıe&t to teııdcı 
advıce ııı tlııs matteı to His Majesty I appıecıate, how 
eveı, the dılFıcııltıes ıvlııch, you nıade ıt cleaı to ıııe, 
confıoııted >ou ın conııectıon ıvıtlı the foımatıon of tlıe 
panel ıvlııch I İnd earlıer suggested to you, and m the 
lıght of om dıscussıon I am content that the seîectıon of 
ıepıeseııtatıves, vvlııle restıng vıdı the Goveınoı General, 
slıould be hısed, m the ca^e of the Müslim Leagne (and, 
slıoııM tlıey so desıre, of the other partıe» to I>e repre 
sentcd mmy Councıl) not on a panel formaîly submıttcd, 
hu t on confıdentıal dıscussıon hclvvoen tlıe leader of the 
put) conccmcd and my-elf 
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I lıave also indicated the impracticability of a fiııal 
Mecision as to the total strengtlı of the expanded Council 
•oı* as to the allocatioıı of portfolios (a matteı* which 
ınust, of course, rest entirely with the Governor-General) 
mitil tlıe replies of ali tlıose who ıııay be iııvited to serve 
lıave been received. But I lıave ıııade cleaı* to you (as 
I lıave also to the leaders of the otheı* parties whom I 
.lıave recently seen) my attitude on both tlıose issues. 

The general position of His Majesty’s Government 
had been made cleaı* in my statement of August 8 and 
in the Secretary of State’s speeclı in tlıe House of Com- 
mons on Aııgust 15, it is that His Majesty’s Government 
regard the expansion of my Council and the constitution 
•of a Waı* Advisory Council as steps of the first import- 
ance in terms of the association of Indian public opinion 
with the conduct of the waı* by the Central Government 
.and of the constitutional ıııachinery of the Government 
•of India pending the postavar investigations, the machi- 
ııery foı* which has been indicated in my statement and 
in Mı*. Amery’s speeclı. His Majesty’s Government 
sincerely trust that the Muslini League, iike the otheı* 
parties and iııterests ıvlıiclı tlıey lıave invited to join the 
expanded Council and to participate in the Waı* Advisory 
•Council, will respond to that invitation. Theiı* collabo- 
ration in both tlıose bodies will, of course, be entirely 
nvithout prejudice to tlıe coıısideration and decision after 
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tlıe conclusion of tlıe war, and on tlıe basis already indi- 
cated in my statement, of the main constitutional issue. 
But His Majesty’s Government trust and anticipate tlıat 
they and the otlıer parties vho are ıepresented in tlıe 
expaııded Council and tlıe War Advisory Council -vvill 
uelcome tlıe oppoıtunıty offered to tîıem of influencing' 
the cause of publıc affairs in tlıe immensely important 
peıiod vrhich lies alıead, and> in so doing, will, in tlıe 
norhiııg tlırouglıout the period of the war of tlıose bodies, 
fınd a basis for that general co*opeıatİon, v»ith full 
ıegaıd to the interests of ali concemed, on -vvlıich tlıe 
posM\aı* constitution foıeshadoned in my statement and 
in the Secretary of State’s speech can be bııilt. 

Youı s sincerely, 
Ltnlithcow. 


Mr. Jınııah’s letter. 

Neıv Delhi, September 26, 1940. 
Dear Loıd Linlithgon*, 

I anı in ıeceipt of your letter of September 25, 
1910, in ıeply to the resolution of the Worhing Com- 
mittee of the All-India Muslini Leaguc on September 2, 
nlıiclı \\as despatcbed to you nith my co\cring letter of 
September 5. 
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I shall place tlıe matter befcre the Committee on 
September 28, and let yoıı have tlıe reply as soon as 
possible. 

Yours sineerely, 

M. A. Jinnah, 

H. E. the Yiceıoy’s letter. 

Datecl, Simla, September 25, 1940 

Dear Mr. Jinnalı, 

You asked ine yesterday to let you have a formal 
reply before you left for Delhi to the resolutions which 
you weı*e kind enough to send me eaılier this month, 
and I accordingly send you a formal letter herewith. 
I have given the most careful consıderation since we 
parted last night as to whether I could devise any form 
of woı*ds such as you mentioned ’to me which would 
meet the purpose which you had in view. I warned you, 
as you will remember, that I anticipated the greatest 
difficulty in doing so, and I am bound to confess with 
regret that I have in fact after the most careful thought 
found it impracticable. But, knowing your mind as I 
do, I have endeavoured in the last paragraph of my 
formal letter sent herewith to do what I could to make 
tlıe general position clear, and I hope that that may be 
of assistance to you. I trust tlıat in tlıe light of our 
talks you will now be able to let me have a definite 
decision önce your meeting at Delhi is över, aııd I trust 


3 
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tlıat tlıat deci&ioıı may be a fa^ouıable oııe ; foı malteıs 
lıave noı\ reached a stage at ıvhiclı it is essential tlıat a 
defınite conclusion slıould be reached. 

Youıs sincerelv, 
Linlithcow. 

Mı*. Jinnalı’s letter. 

Dated Netv Delhi , September 26, 1910. 
Dear Loıd Linlitlıgou, 

I thank }ou foı >ouı* lelteı of September 25 and I 
«xtremely regıet tlıat )ou are unable to meet nıe on tlıe 
point ııhıclı I raised duıiııg tlıe couıse of ouı conveı- 
satioıı on tlıe 24tlı, tlıoııglı in tlıe couıse of tlıe discussions 
you apprecı'ated and lecognised tlıat it as a vital point 
so far as tlıe Muslini League uas conceıııed, ııamely, 
tlıat in tlıe e\ent of aııy otlıeı paıty deciding îater on 
to be associated \sitli your Executi\e Council to assist 
in the prosecutıoıı of vuar it slıould be alloued to do so 
on ternıs tlıat ıııay be appıoved of and consented to by 
tlıe Müslim League paıty, as w e ı\eı*e entering iııto, so 
to say, a “ w ar contract 

I tbank joıı for youı eııdeavour in tlıe la«t para- 
graplı of your formal letter to do ııbat you could to 
make tlıe general position clear, but, I am afra id, it 
does not meet tbe point raised by me and I cannot 
dernc much assistance from İL 

Yours sıncerel), 

M. A. JrsNUi. 
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Mr. M. A. Jinnalı sent Mr. )>. G. Klıer villı a 
r^pccial ınessage, to Gandhiji altoııt Hindtı-Mııslim 
Unity. Mr, Klıer sa\v Gandhiji at Titlıal. As a resul t 
•of llıeir eoııversation Gandhiji addressed llıe, jfolIo\vîn#r 
'Jetler to Mr. Jinnalı ironi Titlıal : 

T ithal. May 22, 1937. 

Di:\h Sıım Jinnah, 

Klıer has giveıı ıııe your ınessage. 1 ıvıVlı I eoııld 
•do soıuetlıiııp bııt 1 aııı ııllerly helpless. My fa itli İn 
Uııity is as briglıt as ever : otıly î see no daylighl out 
■of the impeııctrablo darkne>s. and in suelı distress f 
•erv out to God for lighl. 

Vours sinoercly, 

M. K. Gandhi. 


l.etter fronı Mr. Gandlıi to Mr. Jinnalı. 
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“As I reatl it, tlıe »hole of yom speeclî is a declara- 
tion of »aı. Onl>, I had lıoped you »ould ı esene- 
pooı me as a bridge betueen the tu o. I see tlıat )ou 
want no bııdge. I am son). It tahes tuo to maLe a 
quaııel. You uon’t fmd me one, even if I camıot becon\e 
a peace-maker. 

“ This ıs not foı publicatıon, unless you desirc it. 
It ıs uniten ın ali good failli and out of an anguished 
lıeart/* 

Letter fıom Mı. Imnah to Mı. Gandhi. 

Dated Bombay, Novembeı 5, 1937- 

“ I anı of opinion tlıat I uas fully justified in 
puhlı-hmg )our letter from Teetlıaî last May ; I am 
of opmion tlıat I »as fully justified in doing so ; but 
)oıu letteı means sometbıng diffcıent fıoııı ubat I 
tındersland ıt to nıeatı Suıeh it »as öpen lo )ou to 
offeı )oıu e\planatıon to the public. The letter »n« 
not nıarhed as ıt is usu al to do so »Iıen îts publication 
is not desiıed b) the uıiter, and m> nıessage to loıı uas 
not pıhate. Eveıı nou you do not ıııdicatc fıou I h.ıvc 
ınısımdcoloocl youı att ıtude or tbc conlcnt> oi tfurt 
letteı. 

“I am soır> \ou thınh ım «-peçeli at I.uchuou i* 
deelaration of »ar. İt i- purelv in «elf-ıîefcııee. Kimli) 
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ıead i! agahı and tıy and undcrslund il. Evidcnlly you 
lıave ııol been folloıving llıe eouıse of evenls of llıe 
lası tvrelve moıılhs. 

44 As to resen* i ng yoıı as a 4 bridge ' and 4 peace- 
maker *. don*l you tlıınk your conıplelc silence for ali 
llıese monllıs lıas idenlified voıı \vith llıe Congresp 
leadership. allhoııglı I kıımv llıal yoıı are nol eveıı a 
foıır-anna ınember of llıal body. 

44 1 regıel lo say llıal I fıııd nollıing defimle or aııy 
coııstructive proposal in your letley ıınder reply, excepl 
llıal il is UTİtlen in ali good failli and oul of an anguislı- 
ed lıearl Avlıiclı I reciprocale.* ? 

Lelter from Mı*. Gandlıi lo Mı*. Jinııah. 

ı 

Daled Segaon. February 3. 1938. 

44 Pandil Nelırıı lold nıe yeslerday llıal yoıı weı*e 
complaining lo llıe Maniana Sahih ahoul llıe ahseııce of 
alıy reply from me lo your lelleı* of Noveıııher 5 iıı 
reply to mine of Octobeı* 19. Tlıe lelleı* was received 
by me ıvhen I was proııounced hy llıe doclors to he 
seriously ili in Calcutta. The lelter was shown to me 
tlıree davs afteı* ils receipl. Had I tlıoughl it necessarily 
called foı* a reply, even thoııglı I *was ili I woııld lıave 
sent one. I have re-read the lelter. I stili think that 
tîıere n*as notlıing useful that I could have said in reply. 
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îuvav as State prisoners in the small lıours of tİıe 4th Januafy, 
1932. 

Klıan Abdul Gaflar Khan and Pt. Ja\vaharlal Nehrû 
had already ltd the van. The rest of the Indİan politicians 
led the rear. The Satyagralıis came forward in their tlıou- 
sands. In 1921 they were thirty thousand in number and that 
was considered a big number. In 193031, \vithin a short 
interval of ten months, ninety thousand men, \vomen and 
childrcn \vere convıctcd and sentenced. No one knows lıow 
many \vere beaten, but the number can not be less than 3 or 4 
timesthe number imprisoned. People \vere eİther beaten 
do\vn into pâralysis of ali activity, or simply tired ^o\vn by a 
‘cat and mouse ‘policy. The old game ot beating prisoners 
\vas renctved. Office secrets \vere asked to be divulged. 
‘‘W he re are your papers, your books, and your Hsls of subscrİp- 
tions and volunteers?” Tlıat \vas the demand of Government 
and young men \vere lıarassed and unutterable tlıings \vere 
saki, unspeakablc punislıments were planned and executed. 
Jmagine an advocatc of the High Court being subjected to the 
torture of his hair being plucked out one by one as a mark of 
Poliçe displeasure at his not giving out his name and address. 

Ncvv occasions called for new Ordinances. The United 
Provinces Emergency Powers Ordinancc \vhich wasissued on 
the 14th of December, 1931, nuthoristd the Local Government 
to impose collectivc fines on the inhabİtants of a particular 
arca v/lıich could be recovered as Land Rcvenue/ The three 
Ordinances relating to the NorthAVest Fronthr Province 
vere issued on the 24tlı of December, 1931. One of them ran 
on the Iines of the U. P. Ordinance and provided against 
non-payment of Iıabilittes. Tİıe other t\vo \vere kno.vn as 
‘ r , V Emergency Powers Ordinance and the N. W. F. P. 
Unlavr'ful Association Ordinance. ' >> 

On the 4th of January, four new Ordinances \vere issued 
known as (1) tîıe Emergency Powers Ordinance, (2) Unkıwful 
Instıgatıon Ordinance, (3) Unlatvful Associatioıı Ordinance 
and (4) I revcntıon of Molestation and Bovcott Ordinancc. 
f inan.ni ent A°f 1932 * 3 J ran on much the same lincs as those 
9s ly,lhc was morc intensive and more 
d r- 7110 re P ressıon ' vas cver so much more ruthless 

and the sufh rmg was cver so rnuclı more decp. 

i he Government offensive started \Wth the nrrest of 
Gandhı and the President of tlıc Congress, Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, m thecarly lıours of the 4th of January T^eâove 

° f ,T > VerC issu ^ thc^sam emorrd ng 
ant. tMcmlcd to seve ra! Provinces. \Vithin the next frvt- 

i’rmin'kİ"'™i a S İCd 1 , ° r"? İC!,Ily lhc w '»'e coııntry' Many 
lrm.nc.nl ,n.l hMb» Com.nitlres, Ast,ran... National 
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Schools and otlıer National institutions weı*e dcclarcd unla\vful, 
and their houses, furniture and funds .and otlıer moveables 
soized. Most of the leading Coııgressmen m tlıe country. \vere 
suddenly clapped into jails. The Congress organisation was 
thus apparently left \vithout leaders, \vithout funds, and evcn 
\vithout any local îıabitation. The Congressmcn who had been 
left behind were not, in spite of tlıis sudden and deternıined 
svvoop, vvithout rcsources. 

Everyone took up the \vork \vherever he lıappened to be. 
The Wo"rking Conmıittee had decided tlıat vacancies on it, 
unlike in 1930, be not fillcd up and Sardar Valkıblıbhai, anti- 
cipating his own arrest. had made out a list of scvcral persons 
who \vould act in his place during his absence oııe after 
anotlıer. The Working Committee had transferıed ali its 
~ povvers to the President, and the P.resident in his turn transfere 
ed the m to his successors who, in their turn, could nominate 
their own successors \vith similar powers. İn the Provinces 
also, \vherever it was possible, the \vhole po\ver of the- 
organisation was delegated to one person and similarly tlıese 
po\vers percolated to a series öf individuals exercising the 
rights of a Congress Committee in Distıicts, Tlıaııas, Talukas 
and even villages. İt \vas tlıese individuals \vlıo came to be 
popularly knovvn as ‘Dictators.’ 

One of tlıe difficulties which faced the organisers of any 
Civil Disobedience campaign related to the la\vs \vhich 
could be selected for disobedience. İtisevident tlıat any 
la\v and every law may not be disobeyed. The ordinances 
w itli their wide remifications solved tlıis difficulty lor the 
Congress. In the different Provinces different itenıs \vere 
selected, \vhile there. were certain items prescribed from 
time to time by the Acting President of the Congress. Thus, 
picketing of liquor shops- and foreign cloth shops and of 
British goöds was an item common to ali Provinces. In the 
United Provinces on a pretty large scale, and in a portion 
of Bengal non-payment of rent was an important item. In 
places in Bihar and Bengal, payment of Chaukidari tax \vas 
withheld. İn the Central Provinces and the Berar, Karnatak 
and some places in U. P., the Madras pre.sidency and Bihar, 
Forest Laws were disobeyed. Salt Laws were' defied in 
many places by manufacture, collection,- or sale of illicit salt. 
Meetings and proceedings were of course prohibited and were 
lıeld, in. spite of such prohibition. At an early stage of the 
struggle, a favourite item of the programme was the obser- 
vance of what came to be known as special days. These 
were in connection with special events , or individuals, or for 
special purposes, e. g. Gandhi Day, Motilal Day, Frontieı 
Day, Martyrs Day,. Flag Day and a nrımber of other days. 






36 


«r r^ S r ,read> V? ated ’ l H C A G ? vernment had taken possessioa' 
of Congress offıces and Ashrams. Attempts \vere made in 
many placcs to get back symbolical possessİon of these places 
m Government hands, thus disobeying the Ordinance which 
made entry ınto those places a trespass. These attempts 
came to be kno\vn as ‘raıds*. Under tlıe Ordinances the 
service of any press was not availatle to the Con°ress. This 

bnteijrf mad \ u P by issae of unauthorised 
, ‘ n nevvs-sheets, reports ete., whıch \vere typed 

n c -tyled, duplıcated or even printed, but without the names 
ol the press or the printers as required by law, some under 
the names of non-exıstent Presses and persons. It is remark- 
ab t thatın spıte of Poliçe vigİJance these news-sheets and 
ul]ettns w ere ıssued regularly aud continued to furnish 
Information to the country, as a whole of nll »it*» ” 

^şsafsftsisai'S 

ed and 'naturally ''L^ted^ 

& k 

Government were unable to locate even lV« r7 , 


^uu\S“ a „ n r leTiCs^v 0 ,.', 0 ‘T*" -I** 

•İn- !il.ırm *j~£| lîi.ili. 5 by ‘''fvolıınlecrs pulling 
«°P- An 23? “ nd br "«*"8 »™ to a 

ıvorking difficutt by | ar ,, c »i,,'” ” , ? k J : > 1 "-' Raihvay 
u’tthout ticketa, simpll to cauTc^LÎ to°Sn boardin B "*ins 

«P»r.,tc Kccks »ere devoted w ?nL. n,U “ 1,1 somc P ,ac « 
Un-cou of forcign clotl», or Brltish ı " Propaganda for 
nroran,-,. Compani,,’. L“i “f C ‘r' “"«•* Uonks. 
Ibıtıth g„«*ls gvncrally. U **' r> oil, and 


İt is n«»t t<> bu supjHised that Oovı*rutn**m a iter avresting 
thc leadvrs vvould bvtvmv qnkt a tul nıild. Ali tlu* pcnvvrs 
refcrrvd to in «he Ordinaıtees vere tısed. Ihıl thvro vere 
çerinin forms of repression vhielt evetı tlu* Ordİnances, 
drasth'.as ıhcy w e re, «Jul not sanetion or contcmplule. Need- 
less io say that ar rest s vere uttuk* in largo muıtbrrs İmi ıhoy 
vere ınade v«*ith disemnînatin», the total nuınber ‘»1 emıvie* 
tions being nnything not less ıhan a laldı. İt sut»» beeatne 
apparent »hal. in sjnte ot canip jails and n-mporary jails 
being opened, t he mtmbeis thai nflcred thetıtselves tor ar re s t 
couîd not alî he neeommodated. İt w a s theretore neeessary 
u» make a selection, and only those \vlm u*cre supposcd to 
jKtsscss somu orga nişi ng capnoİty or vere prominently nssuci- 
nted ıvitlı the rongress organisatioıt vere ordinarily iııtpri* 
soned. Nor \vas il an easy ntatter to deal \vith t hem in 
Prison. More Utan niııety-ftve pervent ol ıhe persons eon- 
vieted w e re ptaeed in ıhe ’C* Class. Tlıere \vas a verv sına II 
sprinkliııg ot congressnıen pîaced İn ıhe ‘IV elass, vhile ilıe 
*A* elass w a s maintnined only in name in seve nıl plaees and 
verv spar'mgiy grnnted in otlıers. 

Tlte conditions of prison life vere also not suelt as 10 be 
casily toleraled bv a elass of persons iveli brcugltt up and 
hnviîıg ıhtir o\vn ideas abouı ıhcnt. Ali ilıis verv eften 
broughı thtm into confiict \vith prison auıhoritics, \vhtch 
rtsulied in ıhe imposition of various kinds of jail ptnalties 
sanetioned bv tlte rulcs and not unofıctt in bentingsand ot her 
kinds of torlurc vhich can casily be practised \vithin prison 
ıvalis vîıere tltere is no fear of delection. One parıicularly 
atrocious case of assault and beating lor rcfusal to subnıit 
lo llıe humiliating condition of sittİng in a paıticular posture 
led to the prosceulion and conviction of a jailor and his 
assistant and some otlıers in Nasik Jail, bul latlıi-charges on 
Civil Disobedience prisoners wcre not uncommon. The 
conditions of life in thc temporary Jails, with their tin-.sheds 
ıvlıich gave protcctiotı neitlıer against llıe lıeat of May and 
June nor llıe cold of Deecmber and Jaııuary, ıvith their 
over*crowding and consequent jıı san ita ry conditions, vere 
quite intolerable. Tlıerc vere, no doubt, some jails vlıore 
the treatment ıvas tolerably fair but that was ratlıer the 
excepıion than tİıe rule. Some of thc permanent jails also 
\vere no betler. İt ıvas reported that the Hc-altlı of tlte 
Political prisoners in many of the jails, particularly in camp 
jails ıvas far from satisfactory. Dysentry ıvas common in ali 
the seasons, \vhile the rains and cold w e atlı er brought pneu- 
monia and serious lung trouble to not a few. Many died 
as prisoners. The conditions iiı the permanent jails in «some 
plaees vere not mucit better. . The treatment depended 
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naturally on the character and temper of tlıe immediate Jail 
omcıals, and tlıese, witlı some notable exceptions here "and 
there, \vcre neîther considerate nor even fair. 

The Poliçe had early taken to device of dispersing crowds 
and processions by latlıhclıarge. There \yas hardly .an 
ımportant place in any Province , \vhere the movement 
showcd signs of life Avhich did not experience tlıese latlıi- 
clıarges. İn many places, the injuries caused were serious 
and the number of tlıose injured large. It was a practice 
tvıth the crowds to collect together to see what was happenme 
Avlıcre some Satyagrahis \vere marching in procession, lıoldin" 
a meetıng, carrying on wlıat is called a ‘raid’ or engatred İn 
pıcketıng, and \vhen tlıe İathi-clıârge was made, no discrimi- 
natıon was made bet\veen tlıose \vho lıad assembîed as siglıt* 
seers and tlıose wlıo lıad göne with the set .purpose of 
dısobeyıng tlıe la w. İt \vas not unoftejı tlıat the siglu-scers 
were tlıe vıctıms of tlıese Iatlıi-charges and Satyagranis \vere 
arrested and othenvise dealt wİth. Satyagrahis, too, had 
tlıeır share of tlıese assaults, not only in a crowd ıvlıere tlıev 
uere mıxcd up wıth othcr people but \yithin the cmieter and 
less excıtıng environments of a Poliçe lock-up or a prisSn 

nnm r "?? C0mm .° nl >’ repartcd tlıat in many places 
unmenttonablc atrocıtıes and tortures \vere perpetratcd the 
varıcty and the cruclty of ıvhich varied with tlıe intelligence 

c r onc U Jned n Eve and Ca]Ious " c f of the P^ticular ofliîers 
nîr . Tl„ E r W ° mCn an , d . b0yS and chd clren wcre not . 
spar^d. The Government lıad discovercd that while the 
Satyagrahis w C re prepared for prison, beating and torture 
ıv"onM any ° f tl . ıcnı f even to be*slıot, there were many wîıö 
vvou^d succnmb if an attack was made on tlıeir pronertv 
Accordın^y heavy fines were imposed on convfcüon 
Somcumes they rose to fivc figures. Threc and foS JİMres’ 

=? £h d 

off virtua!ly for a som? V n ,Ue were not . S(,lcl 

m not a fc\v cascs to \vanfnn 3 ! ıarassmcnt a **d Ioss amouııitng 

tımcs destroyed but tlıe verv fn n J tacltc ^ i an d sold and some 
’P-d. Tlıcrcarc—, i> 
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\vİıo are İandİess e veri to-day and wlıose suffering was 
entirely voluntary, in the sense tlıat they refused to pay what 
they could easily lıave paid if sufferings \vere none-the-less 
imposed ııpon them, because, they need not ha ve been 
deprived of ali tlıat they löst. The agriculturists of Gujrat 
who joined in the non-payment of Revenue and rent campaign 
went tlırough sufferings \vlıiclı it is İnıpossible to describe, 
but they did not berid. There were many places where extra 
poliçe were posted as^a punitive nıeasure and theiı cost 
reaüsed firom the inhabitants. F rom four oı fi ve places only 
in Bihaı* where such extra poliçe \vere posted in the Province, 
no less tlıan four laklıs and sevent) 7 thousand was realised 
as punitive tax. The terror and havoc cıeated by ttlıe 
posting of additional force ıvas so great. in paıts of the 
district of Midnapur in Bengal tlıat the bulk of the Flindu 
population of two Tlıanas in the District actually evacuated 
their homes and shifted to the neighbouring areaş in the 
midst of indescribable suffering resulting in the* deatlı of 
women. : ^ ’ 

_ Besides such Punitive Tax, collective fines were also 
imposed on many localities and the inhabitants were nıade 
to pay 'tlıenı, İn several places in the country, firing was 
resorted to and many persons killed and many more injured* 
İn this respect the N.W*F.P* suffered the severest losses in 

killed and injured. ' « 

Thus the atrocities of the Government were progressively 
increasing since’ 1857 \vitlı the application of Neıver, more 
drastic and more tyrannical methods for.tlıe supression of the 
peoples’ desires and efforts to be free. But it slıould not be 
ignored tlıat önce the battle of freedom is begun, it can ııever 
end unless it is won. 



PART lî :* 

EVENTS LEADING TO QUIT INDIA MOVE 

CHAPTER I 

CONGRESS AND WAR 

On September 1 1939, Germany marched into Poland and 
two days iater the Briüsh and French Government declared 
v- ar upon Germany. Under the British law the declaraüon 

of \va r by the United Kingdom \vas enouglı to dratr Ind ia 

automatıcally mto the war and make her a belHrrererUcount^ 
fııdia sİmpl^to announc^the deSon* ^T'T 

No government and peonle outsıde the Britich rr.- ı 
and German empires enîered the lav on its oSeak A İ 
free peoples of the tvorld outside the three2 J ‘ ■ 
w cre ncutral in varyintr dccrree<: •,< • § cınpıres 

Empire the Government and people of IreTauTtad cho^ 
to remain nentra . The peonles of cLİa , a had ,. chos en 
Ncw Zealand, thoughthe^part of ?h e *Brtti* İ£, ^ 
wcrc also not automaticallv dratrered intn rtm « h8 “ j P t ,fe ' 
took the decision to fight Germany in their ^ the> * 

and parliaments. * ın their. own governments 

in repard ,o 

mom of the United Kintrdo^ u " kn0 'V n 10 ‘he Gövem- 
dcclared İndin a bcIlİEcrent mûitrv ‘ a r ssuı,led and - 
Indinn people. Tlırontrh ın " ıthout rcference to the 

S ive nnnnnl sessiİns! he Conercss l?-,,, , 111 ,° f /° Ur “«“• 

of d,e Indian people not to tX^,„ - d res ° lvcd «n behalf 

nor nny U se of İter remurces 1™”“ n bcl, 'fierent country 

İndh.^ ll>,lhc,,ras,onon " a rcanbemadeonly by Frcc 

>>ıe freninin oMtT’oam'î^îîuo? 1 ’ '® rs I ' vIlic, ‘ '»Pprcsscd 
çmlavcd oUıcr peonles is tTbe?£*", nd c0 Wcred and 
the imjH;rıaIi?m of lirimin and otherc ° d Up °? w, i fl *‘ 0rro »' hut 
Ç-p.nll.v at tfıe ,< w „( 0, ' "f "»■« be fo u „d ,» be 

i" <«■'. apar. İrem «b, »-ar». 

11 " »mperıahsm dots to the 
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popuîations subject to it and the standing model and incite- 
ment that it is to otlıer well armed powers to outrival it, 
British foreign policy must also be held responsible for 
encouraging the forces of evil as in the Italo-Etlıiopian, 
Spanish and China-Japan \vars and, tlıus for hastening a 
world \var. India therelore, can lıave nothing to do. with a 
\var \vhose object may in any way be the continuance either 
of imperialism oı* fascism. The World can be made. secure 
against the erime of wars onlyif. the imperialist and fascist 
systems are destroyed. • 

Fourthly, India offers her co-operation in the cause of real 
collective security of the peoples ot the \vorld and in that of 
freedom and democracy. .■■■■; 

Fifthly, the inereasing use of armaments and theiı* rapidly 
mounting manufacture is a source of serious anxiety to the : 
future of the world. In pursuance of this policy and the; 
aetion not\vithstanding of the Indian Government in despateh- 
ing Indian troops overseas, the Congress Working Committee 
even before the outbreak of the preşent war had : \vithdrawn 
Congress members of the Central Legislature from its sessions. 

EventS/ moved fast and confusingly . till the Working- 
Committee. met and issued a manifesto onSeptembeı* 14;- This 
manifesto examiııed the issues involved in the present war 
and outlined India’s attitude towardş them. - 

• Firstly, it objected to the manner in \vhich India-had been 
declared a belligerent country and the po\vers and-, activities 
of the Provincial Governments limited - under the • various 
Ordinances. İt saw in this aetion of the British Government 
a deliberate ignoring of the wishes of the Indian peoplei 

Secondly, the manifesto made it clear that,India could not 
associate herself in a Avar. under complusion.and without her 
Jree consent \vh'ıçh she could give only after she was assured 
her own freedom and considered the cause of the war wörthy. 
“Co-operation must be between equalş bv mutual consent.for 
a cause which both consider to be.worthy”, said the manifesto. 

Thirdly, the Woı*king Committee drew attention to. .the' past 
of .the British Government and its foreign policy which had 
ignored again and again high ideals and the.sentiments of its 
öwn people. The war of 1914-18 \vhich was declared to.haye 
been fought for the preservation öf democracy, self-determi- 
nation and the freedom of small nations had ended üp in -a 
treaty which had denied ali these. Subsequently, the British 
Government betrayed democracy and peace in Manchuria/ 
Abyssinia, Spain and Czechoslovakia. 

Fourthly, the manifesto contemplated with anxiety. the 
terrible state of the. vvorld to-day. It said, ‘Tnnumerâble 
6 ' ■ : 
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mnocent mcn,_ Women and children have been bombed to 

tortnrn , T ^ “."ı m T" l °i ies - cold blood «> massacres, 
torture and utmost l.um.hation have follotved eachother in 
qmck successıon durıng these years of horror. Tlıat horror 

nn7' S a V d ™ len ? e * nd threat of violence shadotv the vvorld 
and uııless checked and ended vvİIl destroy the predous 

In . coademnin ?the latest aggressİon 
the Nazı Government m Germany against Poland the 
manifesto reıterated the Congress disappro?al S the id» W 
and practıce of bascism and Nazism, thsir glorificatioıT^f 
uar and vtolence, theır s\veeping avvay of \vell-established - 
prıncıples and recognised standards of civilised belıav 

^nr and theır suppressionof the human spiril. V 

- .f, thI >\ tl ’ e »anifesto found the cause of the present war 
h’iv?«f >Cia a ? d P^P 1 confllcts and contradictions vvhiclı 
have groıvn alarmingly since the Kast Great War” These 

sasa-j 

oı.vthl), the \Vorkıng Committee invited “tlıe R r ;ti c t, 
a.V«s C nr m?nt t0 de ? lare İn unec l uivo caI terms what their war 

SES-dil 

ssr&ss.ss-’î-rT'^ 

possible extents*\ 8 Cn to these aıms to the largest 

l«dİ C ”5İB&dt%SateL a S e, î,İ h “ , i "»/r^dctnocrafic 

mutual defence acrainst afrrrr^c * f Wlt J ? ller frce nat ions for 
don" and shotved Ihe »•üEgS’of'îhe S- 0 ™ i £. C0 '°I’. cn '- 
•nfpve their co-operation in the ,?Il î r ı or k ,n 8 Committee 
Europeand China. k of clıccking horror in 

together a*s KîÜhSSKta İ^ “a“îî 

... achie« the freedom ,k, " n,İneÜ 


Iargcr freedom of 
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On October 10, the All-lndia Congress Committee approved 
and endorsed the statement issued by the Working Committee 
and repeated the invitation to the British Government to State 
tlıeir war aims and peace aims. The All-lndia Congress 
Committe'e reiterated the objectives of the Congress and said, 
“the Congress has been guided throughout by its objective 
of achieying the i’ndependence of tlıe İndian people and the 
establishment of a free democratic State in İndia wlıerein 
the riglıts and interest of ali minorities are preserved and 
safeguarded. The means it has adoptedûn its struggles and 
activities ha ve been peaceful and legitimate, and it has looked 
war and violence \v.itli lıorror and as opposed to progress and 
civilisation.’’ ■ . 

During the A.I.C.C. debate, the need and pröpriety of tlie 
Working Committee’s invitation to the British Government 
to declare its \var and peace aims w as questioned. Waş it 
not apparent to everybody \vhat these aims were, \vhat the 
past of British imperialism lıad been and its present structure 
and necessity to dominate and enslave the \vorld, said the 
questioners. Ans\vering tliis question at the end of the 
debate, Pandit Jawaharial Nehru referred to, the curioııs 
situatiön. of British imperialistn in which it \vas on the one 
hand continuing to maintain its domination and exploitation 
över a large part of the \vorld and, on the otlıer, pr.ofessing 
to wage \var against aggressio.n and foı* the delence of free- 
dom and world peace. This contradiction bet\veen practice 
and profession was not apparent to many millions in' the 
world. The İnvitation of the Working Committee, therefore, 
forced the British Government either to come :out in their 
true colours and shed their professions or to slied their 
imperialism and act up to their, declarations. This pressure 
ön the British Government to reveal the truth for ali the 
vvorld to see was an act of service to İndia and the entire 
freedom-loving world. The manifesto of the VVorking 
Committee had, therefore, been acclaimed even by people 
outside india as the “Charter of the oppressed”. 

Meanwhile, the British Government in Löndon had attemp- 
ted to answer the Congress through the Se’cretary of State for 
İndia that the demand made by the Congress was inopportune 
and that the British people were susceptible to honourable 
treatment. Honour 1 If the British Secretary meant that 
the indian people were no longer prepare to do honour to his 
government and be obediently loyal to it, he was indeed riglıt. 
lf he meant gentlemanly action, it should not have beeri 
difficult to choose between the British Government \vhich had 
flouted the insistent wishes of a whole people and which was 
continuing. to act contrary to its professions and the indian 
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Congress vlıiclı had spoken in the name of the freedom and 

hC A a c ‘ ? W ° rl r d c U im P e «alism and bad manners 
and the Secretary of State for India that had succeeded in 

disposidon* Wb ° le Pe ° Pİe Wh ° are genera11 ? of a forgivirig 
The Vieeroy °f India started a procession of interviews 
P w P u e ‘ SOme T e , n im P° rtan t hecause the Indian 
people thought them so, vlule many more becaose the Govern¬ 
ment thought them so Altogetiıer the Vicerby intervieved 
över- fdty people. On October 8, he gave the Britsh Govern- 
mtnt s reply to the Congress manifesto. 

Fırsly, in regard to their var aims and peace aİms tlıe 
Said ’ l Government sought no advantages 

from the var and \vere ımpelîed to stop aggression and secure 
he peace of the vorld. İt was easytosee thİt^he Vicero? 
f. ,d f* s J e P pcd .}J>e | issues that vere raised by the Congress 

for d bad a ThP Cn S iape î fu , ture ° f the wor>ld fo1 Sood or 
Zr. Tlie 1 C ? ng / ess had as ^ed if the Brİtish Government 
thpm P *fî are ? ,° -° rc P the unJU5t advantages accrued to 
them thruugh their domination över and exploitation of. 
one-fourth of the vorld, and the ansver came tlıat tlıey did 

•f the* Bridch * a r frCS 1 advantages ’ The c °ngress had asked 
.,î ltl . sh Government vere villing to make ali'var 
m^ssıble by endıng tlıe causes of var, vhich Iay in imner- 

ut thei t ^ refus «'“> «hsciom £ L 

, ' the > mtended to secure the p-ace bf the vorld Tlı^v 
had presumably in mind the old method of îefeaÛn/ he 

SeLndK. er - eCtİ,îg ”° US peace on that ÎSS * 
Seeondlj, ın regard to their aims concernine İndin 

^ nlısîl Government vere committed to the 
hul nn domımon status vould be Villing to confer vith 
»““« ° f vance to be 

1 1 î 

forcgo the riglıt nreciousVo them b"»** dltî n0t like t0 

People o r arbitîîadn"ov!r t! r" °PP«»sıvc to the Indian 
wi!ling at the end of tîıe var to rnfn ı UtU ,-° and wcre 
for purposes of consuîtation. Th£BritiS? represent J tivcs 
that the Imlian neon!e 1»-wl “ c Hrıt *s:h Government forgot 

cncing and bringconsultrd^th^v* °* 1 le sta ^ of confer* 

Mass?"”K*33 M =s,s 
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a consultative committcc of indi an rcf rcsentatives for purposes 
of associatioıı in tlıc \var. it is nccdlcss to ad d that there lay 
tiıe \vide gıılf of ccnturics betıveen thc consultative committcc 
proposed by the Viceroy and tlıc \vidcst possible application 
here and nöw of democracy and self-government demanded 
by the Congress. Of coursc, tlıc Viceroy did not let go tlıe 
opportunitv of insisting on dilferences in lndian opinion 
\vhich he had eome to knoıv through the differing vie\vpoints 
which \vere placed beforc lıirn by his över fıfty inlervie\vers. 

The ansvver of lııdia’s spokesmen- to the Viceregal state- 
ment \vas prompt, short and unmistakablc. Aside İ'rom the 
gap of a fe\v hours caused by telegraphic traıısmission, the 
reactions of Mahatma Gandhi became knoıvn to the country 
immediately after the Viceroy's statement. “The Congress 
will have to go into ıvilderness again” said Gandhiji and 
added : "The British declaration slıoıvs clearly that there is 
to be no democracy for India if Britain can prevent it. The 
long statement made by the Viceroy simply slıo\vs that the 
old policy of divide and rule is to continuc’'. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Pandit Jawalıarlal Nelıru 
said: "If this is the fmal ansv/er of the British Government to 
the people of India, then, there is no common ground between 
the t\vo and our patlı diverge, completely”. As President of 
the United Provinces Congress Committee, Pandit Jawalıarlal 
Nehru appealed to Congressmen of the province to “keep ready. 
And whatever happens do not forget that ive may do ııothing 
a^ainst our higlı principles and not in keeping \vith India’s 
honour. Keep calm and cool and disciplined. Keep ready". 

After an extraordinarily short session, the YVorking Com- 
mittee decided in its resolution of October 22, that “it can not 
possibly give any support to Great Britain, for it \vould amount. 
to an endorşement of the imperialist policy ıvhich the Congress 
has alıvâys sought to end. As a first step in this direetion the 
Committee cali upon the Congress ministers to tender resigna- 
tions.” 

Further, tlıe Committee called upon "ali Congress com- 
mittees and congressmen generally to be prepared' for ali 
developments and eventualities and to show restraint of word 
and deed" and not to resort to “any hasty aetion in the shape 
of civil disobedience, political strikes and the like”. Congress- 
men were asked to remember that “a programme of resistance, 
commensurate with the magnitude of the issue before the 
country, requires perfect discipline ıvithin Congress ranks 
and the cönsolidation of the Congress organisation”. Events 
were moving fast. Congressmen and the people generally 
felt that they \vere living in glorious times and that the time 
had come for them to shed their little liveş and to sleep on 
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wasVnThe r 3r kS ’ The Scent of adve nturc for great İdeals 

of Ih» rZl teSS mi ?* tries reşigned. In the seven provinces 
of the Congress ımnısters, the Governors were unabîe to 
m ™ ıaıstrıes lhat could command popalar support and 
suspended the constitution. In the eighth provınce of a 
Mi " istr î- ‘>\ e Governor formeda ne« 
pbase that lıad lasted 27 months was över 
The constitution was wrecked. At the first tonr1> of r* ' 
when the British-enforced consdtuton and'T ’ loyaUy oî 
Congress mtmstr.es to their fundamentat pledge of India°s 

5=;*’= s» S"itrs£«I 

Z*2r neSOf ,hC Workin 2 Committee’s manifesto 

^nnah^MusIhn'Leigne Pres',(^t a "ff“ 

■ Xas a resuh of t .hec' Hn" f “ nd “> W 

that, undauntcd fay thls faiîurl h/n ? «S*?* 0 !», but 
to try again in of S? C0UrSe 

partıes and the princes to see If «Sn i“« f tlıesc 

«İte nossibility oFsecuring unity.” t,,cre 51111 llc 

mem“ld^“ C ml S «i s °n f ,/ aİI “ re and a " d f»nda- 

Govcrnmât^S *on,U P E7“? ÜVeS r- “ ‘ he C ™<™< 

"•ork harmoniously in the Provinces^ The v?“" Cİ11 , and als ° 
su^eMed tl.at thc privüeıres and oM^? Vıceroy had also 
and il,e League mcmbers of Ms^vecmivo r ° ^ Cc "- rcss 
the same as those of dte ev Snt e Councı1 vould he 
Tîut was his entire proposal. ö mCnıbcrs of the Council. 

It is not difficult to see tini et,:- . 

far as , he Congress cnJİ™ V 0 * 0 ** 1 was absürd as 
defınttcly dedded not to olay the rofe <1 ^ î e - Gongress lıad 

ru,crs anı1 - wp «. <ı« 
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ıttnnpovcr in pençe a mİ much more so in var. The Congrcss 
vants lo sccurc the pcncc of the vorld througlı the (reedom 
of al! peoples and had as suelı nsktıd tlıc British Government 
to ngree. lo ihe right of the İndimi pcople to Irame tlıeir çnvıı 
constitution in a Conslituunt Asscmbly and lo providc for an 
inlerim arrangement concediııg maxiunını possible political 
pmver to İndimi representatives. Ilı i s w.ıs a high national 
objeetive and an equaîly International nim, but the Viceroy 
had again. tıianagcd to kcep singuhtrly quiet, in rogard 
to them. 

Faiîure, then of negotintions bttvecıı vhonı, lundamcntal 
disagreenıcnts betveen \vhorn, and the lack of ıınity bctvcen 
\vhom V Obvİousİy, bct\veen the Congrcss and tlıc British 
Government and not bet ve en the Congrcss and the Mtıslim 
League. İs it suggested tbat the Muslini* of İndin or any 
organisaüons even partly represetıling thcın inclııding the 
Muslini League do not vant tlıc freedom of tlıeir country or 
tlıc pcace of the \vorld V Tlıere is nothing on record to provc 
tlıat tlıis is so. The Viceroy has been guilty of looscness of 
thought or of praetising intentionnlly or otlıcrvise, it is not 
for us to say, the old policy of divide and rulo in deseribing 
vhat vas a fundamental disagreement bctvecn hini and the 
Congrcss as one bctvccn tlıc Congrcss and tlıc Müslim 
League. 

The reply of the Müslim League Prcsident to tlıc Viceroy 
also made the position elear. İn his letter of Novembcr 4, 
Mr. Jinnah stated tlıat tlıc Congrcss vas not prepared lo discuss 
any questions rclatiııg to the Centre or tlıc Provinces "until 
the British Government had complied vitîı tlıeir denıaııd as 
embodied in the resolution ol the All-lndia Congress 
Committec”, in other vords, until tlıc British Government 
had decided to givc up its occupatioıı ol lndia. Mr. Jinnah 
did not, in this conııection or any otlıer duriııg the course of 
this letter, talked of any disagreement betveeıı lıirn and the 
Congress. İn his letter to the Viceroy Prcsident, Rajendra 
Prasad had, therefore, pointed out \vith eminent justice and 
great dignity tlıat, “it has pained to fınd the communal ques- 
tion being dragged in this conneclion. İt has clouded the 
main issue. İt has been repeatedly said on behalf of the 
Congress that it is our earnest desire to settle ali points of 
communal controversy by agreement and vve . propose to 
continue our efforts to this end. But I would point out tlıat 
this question does not in any respect conıe in the vay ol a 
declaration of Indian freedom (as suggested by the Congress)”. 

İn its demand for India’s freedom, the Congress does 
not seek pover for itself or for any particular community in 
the country. The constitution of lndia vill be lranıed by a 






Constituent Assembly rvhich "wi!l be formed. on the w idest 
j»ssıblc basıs of franchıse and by agreement in regard to 
coramunal respresentation." As such, the Congress fiehts 

Ind W fnr h' V t ,nB - P ° “ 1Calp0 ' Verfromthe British Government 
and for bestotvıng ıt upon the Indian people. Tlıis vital fact 

therefore, joın \vith the Con^ress in the çtrnrrrrioı c c •» 1 

and thus woo the electorate and the masses Î5 le A fre ^ 0m 

intheGovernanceoftheCountry share 

dısobcdıence when it become necessarv Thu , ° r r cmI 
parntıon \vns to be devoted to the remnvnl nf ♦ » tge ^ P re * 
ous wcakness in tho i me . r ^ mova * ol the more daneer* 

advanced to prove tlıe pJeater de^rnhi-» Argun ? ents could be 
other pohcv bm bvfar tlfemoJ 2£ l ™ bIlt y of the one or 
the issue in favour of the C argu f mcnt clinched 

that it was alrcadv ılvr'A f m P° rar > T stage of preparation was 
Ther-af e C h'e Ztl “£“■ by «H»''commi.tee 

Congrcss a. KamgaTpassed â r.sll ‘ ,n5 . İa ” NiUİ< ™' 

approvirçr the previou S P rcsolnffnnJ LSoIu . tlon ? n Its war poJicy 
sttuation by U,<f A. I. C. C 3 ı!"f/?! 0115 ° n the war 
1‘irstly it declared, that the Conrri l ' ^ orl<lrı £ Committec. 
dırcoly or indirectly, be a nartv ^in tl n0t , İn t an y ' Vîl > r ' 

contmuance and pernt-tmfinn^f o • , e war whıch ıncnns 

‘»on oi t!ıe people^f ^ndU ao Li 1 .',* CX P îo f itati l on (*• c. ex P Ioita- 
Af rican countrics) and t cîfrfîüilE İ ,° thc f Asiati c and 
s * l ®« V f com pIfte IndcncndS~.■ dcclar «l that nothing 
of India. “b'urıher ali Ut communal ha? CCeptCC ? ^ tlje I* 0 ? 1 * 
no iH-rmanent soludun is mS r harn ? on >’ it cxprcssed,” 
A^cmbly, ıvltcrc tl.e rights of^ll rec!£ l - ir °, Ugll . a c °nstİtuent 
be fully prolectcd by agreement rHFmsed mınorities \vjll 
1 * of the peoplc it m ade clear As f eg ? rds d,c sovercign- 
wi,h «he {rorle;wM,erind^* 1 "* U \ t ln ^ «m* 

,n «*» re^lujon w i. u I"? l,c , Sta « or ıhc Pruvinccs". 

* K uas dearly mentioned that the 
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Cofigfess withdrew the ministrıes in order to dissociate India 
from tlıe \var and to enforce the Congress determinatîon to 
free India from foreign domination, it also laid stress on 
discipline and constructive programrae. 

It is almost about a year after. this that the Congress started 
its symbolic Satyagrah in November, 1940. In short this \vas 
the attitude and policy of the Congress towards the last 
\vorld-\var from its very start. 

CHAPTER- II 

GANDHIJI AND WAR 

Gandhiji on ıhe very out-break of the last great world war 
expressed, \vhen he was invited by the Viceroy to meet him, 
his abhorrence against the violent warfare and its horrors. 
Subsequent to this meeting; Gandhiji issued a statement on 
September, 5. He said, “1 am not therefore, just now thinking 
of India’s deliverance. İt will come, but what will it be 
\vorth if England or France fail or if they come out victorious 
över Germany ruined and lıumbled.” İt is obvious that the 
thouglıt of a ruined and humbled Germany was as much a 
matter of sorrow to Gandhiji as that of a defeated England ör 
France. İn like manner Gandhiji’s concern at the destruc- 
tion of London and the Westminister Abbey arose out of 
what he himself called a “purely humanitarian standpoint.” 
To those who had mısread into his concern at destruction a 
preference for Britain, Gandhiji explained on September, 11 : 
“I \vould not çare to erect the Jreedom of my country on the 
remains of despoiled Germany. .1 should be as much moved 
by a contemplation of the possible destrcction of Germany’s 
monuments”. İt is clear, therefore, that Gandhiji’s sympatlıies, 
in so far as destruction caused by \var is concerned, are 
evenly. distributed över ali victims, be they British or 
Germans. . • 

After seeing the Viceroy, Gandhiji expressed his .sympa- 
. thies with Britain and France as much as \vith Germany and 
they were in accord with the Congress policy and his 
principles of distaste of war, violence and armaments. ' 

He appealed to ali war-mongers of the \vorld fo desist 
from the course of destruction of human life and property 
which weı*e the best creation of God and man. . . 

He gave his personal moral support to the British Govern¬ 
ment- and their cause. He also advised the Congress for its 
unconditional moral support to the British Government in its 
hour of trouble and trial. He was opposed to any embarr- 
assment to the British Government in its war efîorts, 

7 . • 
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Hcnce this sdıemc of satyağrah İn 1941, ttasso formulâted 
as not to ınterfere in the least with the \var efforts of tlıe 
Government of India. He chose only his best Satyagrahis to 
offer a mere symbolic Satyağrah and that too \vho belıeved in 
non-violence as a failli. His Satyagrahis offered Satyağrah 
after giving prcvious notice to the Government as re^ards 
time and pfcıce of their offering Satyağrah, \vhich \vas noUıing 
else but merely shouting his failli İn non-violence and lıis 
oppositıon to ali armed \\*ars, violence and aid to suclı wars 
wıth men or money. But that bcing symbolic dîd not inter- 
fere m the least with the war efforts of the Government of 
Indta. Most of such satyagrahis weıc arrested even before 
they actually went to shout or shouted but merely on şendim? 
a nottee of their intention to shout such slogans. ö 

Gandhijr further clarifying the issue betıveen India and 
Bntam saıd ın his messagc to a London paper ori Novcmb'er 
14, It there ıs to be a fight bet\veen Britain and the 
Congress, the 'vorld should kno\v what it is to be for does 
Brıtatn ıntend to recognise India as an indepehdent nation 
or must India remaın Britaiıı’s dependeney". Attempts are 
made by spokesmen of tlıe British Government to confuse 
tlıe mam issue by flıngıng the minonties’ qucstion in India’s 
face and by bracketing the Europeans of India and the 
Pnnces \vıth tlıe other minonties. If European interests are 
CCÎ '* rı S hts >îjcquıred by conquest remain intact", 
ba )S Malıatamau_ and adds ın regard to the Princes, “t6 rais" 
the questıon of I rınccs ıs stili morc untenable. They are 
par ol the laramount Poıvor. It is painful to tlıink that 
n ° l 50 mUCh mcn,ion ‘l.e millions of 

t bC mentio . neı1 V tre t,ıat thc nınny millions of 
s> “ u . ts praplesas agaiust their 603 and odd prhıces have 
spokvn throagh the All-lııdia States Pcoples’Co^ıference 
cmlorsıng He Congress attitude on Warf The Frontler 

to assocıatc themsclres artılı Üritrslt \Var Policies Asidir 
fro,n thc Congress, ecrisin other orranis.,hm„ -,l„ „f 

l.iminlnsow„e™nu",- nC:,n Jüu "“ Iİ! ' t ‘><=llver<rü by 
"Gat.dhi hara «bvrtiento the „„dan uninhlbitet! 
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tongue \vlnch makes İlim teli the \vhole story. İt gets him 
into ali kinds of difficulties lıe said to ine for instance and 
lıe has sâicî subsequently in \vriting : ‘1 would go tö Japan and 
sign a .treaty of peace \vith Uıe Japanese’ No\v he immediately 
added in the conversation to rae, 1 know tlıe British \vill 
neveı* let me go to Japan and . 1 kno\v that if 1 ever go to 
Japan, the Japanese \vould’nt sign a treaty of peace * with me’. 
Then \vhy talk about ât ? Because the idea had öccurred 
to.hım and for Gandhi the fact that an idea is not practicâble 
does not mean that lıe must not talk about it. Höwever, 
tlıis statement Jıas enabkd.persons \vlio lıave ulterior motive s 
and w isli to defame Gandhi—to say that Gandhi is prö- 
Japanese. No\v tliere are many Americans and many Engli^h- 
men wlıose word as to whois pro-Japanese I \vould not accept 
because many of those' Americans. and. Englislımen av ere 
themselves pro-Japanese and appeased the Japanese and sent 
Japan the serap and uil vvhich .our boys are now getting 
back.in uglier form. Tliere is one man \vhose yvord 1 \vould 
take as to who is pro or anti-Japanese and that is Cİıiang- 
Kai-Shek anddıe is prö-Gandhi and pro-lndian independence 
and he has intervebed ( as. 1 told you ) \vith President 
Roo'sevelt and \vith Winston Çhurchill 'in recent months 
repeatedly, with a vie\v to the moderation or British policy 
in İndia. Chiang-Kai-Shek knovvs that Gandhi is anti- 
' Japanese, pro-chinese and aıiti-axis'. And Gandhi has proved 
it. ■ But it’s simply Gandhi’s ınanner of speech that ekposes 
him to tliese falşe charges. . ' ' 

Gandhi dİd, the same thing in the current pöliticaT crisis; 
Against the background of İndia’s internal misery and the 
mounting reseiitment and bitterness there occured the Britisli 
Military reverses in ,tlie Far East—Hong Kong, Malaya', 
Singapore and Burma— British prestige in Asia dropped' to 
zero. There w as panic in İndia. The.Indians \vere afraıd 
that the . British AVouİd. ruh froriı İndia as’ tney had; so 
recently from Burma. There \vas no confidence among 
Indians in’. England’s ability to defend india. The British 
Government in London realized that an emergeney had ariseri 
İn İndia, but it was only after a very healthy prod from 
President Roosevelt that the British’ War. Cabinet rushed one 
of its members Sir Stafford . Cr.ipps out to İndia to repair 
the damage.' . Now whatever the causes of Cripps’failure. 
(And İn the lig.ht of his subsequent dismissal ; from the War 
Cabinet—He \vas taken into the War Cabinet when the 
Çhurchill Cabinet shook as the result of the fail of Si ; ngapore 
and the escape of Sclıarnhorst and Gneisenau, the two 
German pocket battleships under the nose of the R.A.F. and 
the British Navy through the English Çhannel, Çİıprchill 
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w itli it. It’s İearned in the exercise of freedom and 
independence. ' * 

l came a\vay from India with the profound conviction that 
if the re were the \vill, India could be united politically over- 
night and that of course would be önly the first step toıvards 
ultimate söcial and economic union. I came away from India 
with the conviction that the obstacle to Indian independence 
does not lie in India. It. lies in England. India is a very 
good thing. Many interests and companies and families in 
England have grown rich on India. But the problem is bigger 
than that. Neville Chamberlain \vas an appeaser, because 
lie \vas afraid that if England became involved in a war his 
England (the England of caste and privilage and money and 
aristocracy) would die. But Churchill says, “No, England can 
fıght fhis'ivar and win it and remain the old England.’’ And 
ChurchilPs England includes the emasculation of the 
Beveridge report . and includes ali kinds of reactionary 
measures. 

The questiori therefore, is not \vhether India is ripe for 
freedom. The question is whether we are. ripe for Indian 
freedom. If there . were a new England emerging out of 
this war, if there were' a ,ne\v England to supplant the old 
England of Chamberlain and Churchill, it wöuld not wish to 
hold lndia. That is really the issue. 5 ’ . 

• Gandhiji was ali along anxious to protect India from 
Japanese invasion. . Hence ^ realising the \veakness of the 
British Indian Government, to save India from foreign and 
specially Japanese aggression, his anjciety grew muclı more for 
lııdia’s defence and at the same time he felt that there was 
not even genuine desire on the part of the Government to 
save India and hence reluctance for any sincere effort in 
the direction of gaining real co-operatıon and support of the 
Indians in its \var efforts. The proof of this mentaüty 
Government gave convincingly from the Cripp’s proposals 
and.their ultimate fate. So Gandhiji’s patriotism and burning 
desire to save his countrymen from utter ruin and destruction 
at the.hands öf the foreign invaders, made him really anxious 
to aroüse genuine interest and support of the people of India 
in ali sorts of attempts, non-violent and violent, for the protec- 
tion of their mother-land. İt is with this object and motive 
that he desired independence of India and felt compelled to 
think of launching his ‘Quit India’ movement. 

Gandhiji can be extensively quoted in support of this 
contentiön. Gandhiji’s own position about Cripps ptoposals 
w as that he saw Cripps at Delhi on 27tlı March and left Delhi 
on 4th April. There after in the issue of Harjan dated June 
28, 1942 he \vrote 
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k . nows that l was disinclined to proceed to 
^ Delin Havtng göne theje, I intended to return the 

*noUet d me T I??? 1 , Bat . Mau!ana Saheb WouId 

g0 \ } wısh . 1 could have mduced the Working 
Coramıttee to take up jts stand on püre non-violence. But h 
d,d not, and could not. VVith İt, rightly, politics were a 

defiSions'tohTaff f°İ , hav . in £. the conviction, aIIow its 
üe ıberatıons to be affected by the ıssue of non-violence the 
del berattons therefore, of the Working Committee at New 
on'.^-.! arrİed ° n Wİ,hü0t any inl "fere„ce or B aid»« 

phi& 

rcsobtion°of Jh“ TT^o'lf Bomtev'f -?T " 1C Very 
po.sstble emplıasis on 'non-violence’. VVhU^ranctionln^tlfİ 

Gandhİji’s position about the August Movement 104? 

SsSSSSîFS—Sî 

strictly on his own set lines^nd nftor n ? n : VIo! " m movement 
notice to the Government HU mn?* glVin? due tıme and 
•*>»,»«>• tÖ S "°o l n g - oi , ng to 

«•»s dearer and higher .han even the ndeMndmM 7 n 

-a" ısir» - fflş» 

ÛcrrasTÎe^r^fVudden pr T edltatcd a " d 'pre-plînned bul 
Government* acts “hteh ? F°^ hr on 

unreasonabIeandhigllhLdedı r ^he b e OUtey " ncalled f °r, 

vntire responsibilitv U nf!l.!r ‘ extreme. hor wlıîch the 
„ Ghandijds Snal and not of Gantlhiju 

Government acdnn _, abo , ut tke movement and the 


gıvcn üe]ow c.mm« ırora 

C0 " frrCSS . >«*•» ..- 

!*c!f-controI. I Mi that the Gnee™^ to tlıe F° int of losing 
-en- rcsponMbJe for thc ^^ 0 ^?!' not , l, « Cengi*** 

• »nly rıgh» rourMî for the p r , ,a ^ ıas * a ken place. 1 lıe 

rvleav the C^Z SCC ™ t0 mc ^ ■* *0 

'ur»*s anc! rx j,| { , r ,. ^ j ^ *^ ldr a\v a represMve nıea* 

l * and rneans of conciüation. Surely. the 



“WITH MR. JİNNAH 


63 


•Congress, lıowever, ıvould be bouııd to coıısıılt otlıer 
■existing Muslini organisations ıvlıich lıave co-opeıated 
with tîıe Congress in tlıe past. Further in tlıe event of 
otlıer group or minority interests being involved it will 
be necessary to consult representatives of such interests. 

Letteı* from Mr. Bose to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dated Bombay, May 15, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Last niglıt I gave you a note explaining our position. 
You asked ıııe ıvlıat constructive proposals we had to 
-jmake. I tlıiıık the note is self-explaııatory. Haviııg ıııade 
knoıvn tlıe Congress reaction to your sııggestion, accord- 
ing to us, it remains now to proceed to tlıe ııext stage 
aıamely appointment of respective conımittees ıvlıich ıvill 
jointly settle the terms of understanding. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Subhas C. Bose. 

Letteı* froııı Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Bose. 

Dated Bombay, 16 May, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I acknoıvledge the receipt of a note you handed pveı* 
to ıııe on belıalf of the Congress on tlıe 14tlı, and also 
1 beg to acknoıvledge the receipt of your letteı* dated 
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country whîch holds that.on grounds of expedienci* tlıe 
Congress s hoııld have: accepted the proposals must be admit- 
ted. but the obvious reply is tlıat the Congress Working 
ommittee tried its best to arrive at a compromİse ıvıth Sİr 
ataüord Lrıpps ın fıall consciousness of the situation. The 
nreak came in spıte of this. Nor \vas tlıere any knoıving tlıat 
even ıf the Congress pocketed its pride in respect of many a 
poınt of vıtal principle in the hope of ultimate fulfilment, the 
Mushm League and the other bodies would have obliged. 
âSL# İÜ, IaC H of “S ener *l” agreement Sir 
d nü- d r d 5 1 ı have faced discomfıtnre at the hands of 
ttıose m h.ng!and ıvho sa\v the liquidation of Empire in his 

bStlT 2 ! 1 r StlC \ d l 0İ0 p , ln the result everyone of note, 
both m lndıa and England, except Mr. Churclnll and Amery 
c nd those who enjoy and depend upon their patronage, finds 
ımseîf placed ın the most avvkıvard position imaginable. It 
ıvasa resoundıng triumph for someone. ^ 

Tlıe next step \vas to put the Congress out of the picture 
and to prepare for the defence of İndia both againstE 

f(Ss T™? Ü ' C0İd , im P eriaUst 1-d nothingto 

Joss. İt \%as their normal programme. Ahlıough they did not 
qmte antıcıpate ,t tlıe actu.il loss of thousands of Indian lives 
of fl0 F! nES - -prisonmem ind 

“otrvorr .L™ ‘p maSSCS ° r '? dia did nt )‘ “"d does 
,° r - *. hem - Fo , r propaganda purposes, hon-ever 
* anxı< ? us to place the blame on Congress leaders 

3 ,ıu . ndrcd tlıourand men and \vomen in iaiİ 
here ıs today no spokesman available who may be comnetent 

h ul P the n° n Ü half ? f . the Con ^ ss - ** as one y who Zs W 

°f «ntimate contact witlı Congress Leaderf 

ll^rhaVtrT m °rü r rt CCO h d İ ng herc a IUt,e sı 8 n >hcant lıistory 
Indi-h rnnrr an î5T° rt . am hearmg on the question. Tlıe AH 

on tl,c BüI î lba >’ ado V d *ts resoİution 

on ınt general situation at about S P M 0,1 a a 

to put the Conorn^ îv«S - r . al 501110 tlırec ıveeksago 

ar the “iccİS" Committcc undur arrest as vx,n 
A. t. c. c. auopted Us rerolution. (n scaling its cariler 
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decisıon tlıe Government felt it no part of. its duty to take 
irito account the altered situation created by tlıe ^ numerous 1 
public statenıents made by responsible leaders in tlıe pre- 
ceding week. A long term policy had evidently been 
sanction and no tlıouglıt of dangerous consequences could 
stand in the \vay of its execution. When the poliçe party 
turnedup in tlıe early hours of the morning, Gandhiji was 
literally surprişed- * ■ The grave disorder wlıich spread 
immediately ali över the country stili continue in sporadic 
form, I for one \vas convinced frorn the very beginning, 
iaiıd I said so to foreigıı correspondents \vho cared to see me 
then, that the outbreak \vas not only spontaneous but \vould, on 
that very account, be serious. To speak of Congress rcsponsi- 
bility for the violence and loss of Life (caused by the Govern- 
naent’s military measures of tlıe severcst type) adds grave 
insult to injury. The position becomes ıidiculous \vhcn the 
accusation is smugly levelled at leaders wlıo were securely 
put avvay behind prison \valls before the game of violence 
and counter-violence had started, and are stili being kept lhere 
Kermeticallv sealed against ali contact with the outside 
wörld. They have no means of reply except thrbugh private 
petitions for mercy. Justice stands betrayed and. so does the 
cause of the Allies in India”. 


The Cripps proposals failed not because of the Congress 
and Gandhiji but because they were so designed and 
deşired frorn their very inception by their authors in Britain. 

Gandhiji’s position is very cltar as can be seen frorn tlıe 
folloıving statements :— ..... 

Maulana Abu 1 Kalam Azad, Congress President, stated 
on April 1 İtli, 42 at the Press Conference:.— 

; “Mahatma Gandhi’s views as regards participation in any 

war are well-known and it would. be entirely untrue to 
suggest that the Working Committee’s decisions have in anv 
way been ınfluenced by that yiew. In fact, Mahatma Gandhi 
made.ıt perfectly clear to the Working Committee that thev 
were frbe to come to any decision on the merits of tlıe prooo- 
sals. Mahatmaji did not really want to participate in the 
earlıer sittings of the Working Committee, but he was oersua- 
ded by me to stay on from day to day. ,f 

„ Pandit Jaıvaharlal Nehru about the same on June 17th at 
bombay saıd: — * . ■ * at 

^ " T he sıMement °f Sr Staftord to the effect that the 
Congress Workmg Committee had apparently accep ed 

Moh«° p0S r S a hn d T 7 after furtller consnltations with 

Mahatma Gandhi- that they vvere turııed down is entirelv 
incorrect. İt is true that the neıvspapers were maS 
guesses, sometimes stating that the Conpess Working Co^ 
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mittee was likely to accept the proposals, but Sir Stâfford 
ought to know that these ne\vspaper stories had no bası s”. 
Lastly Shri C. Rajgopalacharia declared :— 

"Gandhıjı is in prison and cannot' agaın contradict this 
baseless story that will go into Hansard. 1 tvas present from 
begmntng to cnd during these talks, and 1 can say authorita- 
tıvely that Mahatmaji who was absent from Delhi, d ur ing the 

n sni e ge nf'M S uT re .?P° ns j ble for anything that took place. 
in sput of Mahatmaji s adverse opinion expressed at the 
prelımınary stage, the Working Committee entered into 
ıscussıons wıtlı Sir StafTord and carried on according to their - 
0 -nP°l>cy and Mahatmaji did not interfere.” & 

i he Crıpps proposals ıvere unacceptable not onlv to the 
n,,T e f «‘•■erpartr inindin was prepared & acCept 

stood - , The Congress dcmand for rcally 
_Îİ“V P Government was not at ali met tvitlı Cripps nro- 
posals İtence ıt was but proper for the Congress to reject them 
T herurpose of şendir» the Cripps mission and thecatıseof 
as we P r f e „f e t n °T"' eI1 in0 ' Vn not onI >- to India but to America' 
was «nsdOTa* aCa * U '^ whose opln ^ on British Government' 

Panditjiasprjja J panesc? 1,nB " P,y ‘° tl,0SC who 

The rclevant e.vtracts of it are given beloıv 

Wh i t eh ali”. ,lh t,ıe exceptıon of New Delhi and 

negotiations^the Î£n<İ]TraiU ^ after th * Cripps ’ s < 

mlnd of the indim L * ... Tıc «vernge reaction İn the 
British Government Tini* Wl , x “ r ırrlt atibn^ against tlıe 
grave that no resnon^ihh* rvl SSUCS X ^ ür ,V *) ıe Country arç so 
or consider them^n termen?*! 5!” ta k n *î lltl y about tliem 
afîord tobe bitter. Bittem . k,tt ? er rcact *ons. Wc cannot 
our Judgment in a ırrw7î^« C *° , î!ÎP ° ur minds and afîects 
not wlm ıhe British^Gov .rn^ S \ l f »ndamental factor is, 
ha ve done to thenr but ■ î*l aS , d °r e to us or \vhat we 

ROing to do about iu So in snît.» of n î* 1 ' 51 , an ? wl,at Wti . urü 
are not to tmbarrass tlıe Hm' i d t,l İ l has happened, vve 
tfions ot our Amic , ft . 1 " ar I tfîurt »> India or the 
before «hem u-af hmv whl ,V U S ’ r • Il,dia ”* Tlıe problem 

nou \\tt!ıout partıcipaıing in the war eiTortl 




and \vithont embarrassing the Government iri tlıeir \var eiforf 
they shoul d organize tlıeir war effort in tlıeir own way lor a 
free and lndependent India. That \vas a question \vhich the 
Â.l.C.C. had to consider and decide at the next meetinğ... 

“We are not going to surrender to any invader” said 
Pandit Jaıvaharlal. He could not tolerate.the. idea that he or 
anybody else slıould sıt idle \vhile the battle for India \vas 
bein CT fought bet\veen t\vo foreign armies. He,could not tolerate 
any passtve attitude but lıovv far he could go in a particülar 
situation depended on the circumstances. The backgrourid, 
hoıvever, was quite clear—just as they had refused tö give in 
to Brİtislı Government driring the last 22 years; they were not 
going to surrender to aoy invader. They would have to f e şist 
invasion to the uttermost-—by non-co-operation, by resistance, 
and by embarrassing .tlıe invaders in every possible way 
vvlıich a v/idely spread population could do. 

The duty of every Congressmaıı, of everyone iri the 
Country, said Pandit Jaıvaharfal, wasto organize self-prbteç- 
tion and self-sufriciency. There \vas a fundamental d iffet ence 
between the approach of the .Congress and that of Britısh 
Government in tlıis matter. The Congress \vanted to rely 
upon the people, but the British Government d id not even 
now \vant to.trust the people. Ultimately,/ it \vas only the 
State ıvhich could defend the Country in an armed way. 
They could not, lor . instance, raise ; a Citizen army vvithoüt 
the State’s help. But \vhat the - Congress liad , already, begun 
was an- intensive prograrrime. of self-sufficiency and self- 
protectiön.-in rural areas mainly witli the .object of securing 
regiorial'self-sufriciency in food, ete., if transport arrarigemehts 
happened tö fail'. Theşe uriıts could not resişt an invadİng 
army, but form the background of any resistance wh İçli,they or 
the State miglıt .organize,; they could try to 1 prevent disorder 
and panic ,'and help productıöri. . They had tp‘organize the 
people for seif-relıance—for loökinğ afte'rth'emselves. ı; . ^ ^ 
Who is responsible for failure of the Cripps’ negofiatiöris ? 
In ans\ver to this questiori,. Pandit Nehru , explairied‘ iridetail, 
the var iou s stages o f the riegotiations. .1 f he had be en. aslced 
; just before hisHaşt interyieıv with Şir Staffprd Cfipps ne 
would have said thjat’the cKances of .comirig to ,an agreement 
were âbout 75%. ,At that ıntervievy,. lioweyer, .the.frill pictüre 
which Sır Stafford suddenİy. anafor the. first time, put b'eföfe 
them .of the. proposals was such that he could not.' agree to 
it. “A big chanğe.had. occurred sömevvhere in tlie riiiddle” 
said the Pandit. Itıyas obvious, he^added, That. there waş 
some t’rouble.bet\veen Sir Statîord. aııd^othcıs. Otlıcıs werc 
not us” said the Pandit amidst'laüghterl /. / , . 

Pandit Nehru Vent on to.say “while ittvas my extrşme 
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desire to find a way out and make India functlon efifectivcly 
for defence and make tlıe vrar a popular efîort—so great 
was my desire that some things I have stood for during the 
Iast quarter of a century, th'ıng9 which I could never have 
irr.agined for a moment 1 wûuld give up, I no\v agree to give 
up—1 am convinced personally that itiş impossible for us 
to agree to the proposals as they eventually emerged from the 
British Government’s mind. 1 am in complete and \vhole 
hearted agreement with the Congress resolution and the 
Ietters of the Congress President.” 

“So far as I kno\v India, and I know it tolerably \vell 
the majör sentiment in India naturally is one of lıostility to 
the British in India. You can not root out 350'years-of 
past history and ali that has happened in tlıose years, It 
has sunk deep down into the Indian souî. Suppose we had 
conıc to an agreement and had to convert, to change that 
sentiment suddenly \ve could have done it if we could have 
gıven a sensation of freedom to the people of India, The 
fundamental factor to-day is distrust or dislike of the British 
Government. It is not pro-Japanese sentiment. It is anti- 
Bnttsh sentiment. That may occasionally lead individuals 
to pro-Japanese e.vprcsston of views. This is short siglıtcd. 
It ısa slave’s sentiment, a slave’s \vay of thinking; to imagine 
that to get rid of one person wlıo is dominating us \ve can 
expeet anotlıer person to help us and not dominate us later, 
hreemcnought notto think that \vay. It distresses rac that 
uny Indıatı slıould talk of the Japanese liberating India. The 
whole past history of Japan has been one of dominating others. 
Japan comes here either for İmperialist feasons -straiglıt out 
or to fıght wıth the British Government. Anyho\v, \vhatever 

îilx:rate S ’* >ri * lf U COmes ^ erc ' does ” ot comes here, to 

Bo S 'I' f X? r S. < İ2/”f Shcrc undcr t,ıe Icadersl.lp ofSubhas 
qucstion. ' d b ° °“ r rencll0n t0 M ?" the next 

ılin- l . C f 0rC İ> ? S ? <!tİng ,<J u<:stion the Pandit referred to tlıe 
diiercnces beltvcen Mr. Bosc and the Congress, and said 
^anhly doubt tlıe bonafıdes of Mr. Bose. I think 

ı vrnM 1C ı“ nciusio " "' lllch Ilhlnk is wrnng, but 

indin w concluston tvhiclı be thinks is for the gSod of 
, .''a reırted coınpany tvilb hini many years ngo. Wc 
ave drıftrd fnrıber apart and ttedny W e are very fa^apnrt? 

'^.uT rr„ C r. S i, b '-‘ ra J ,s “ of mypast'fricndlîıip, 

wav h. t a. I cb ? Ikn iî«,l“s tnotives, not to rcaliıe that tlıe 
ca n - cA- 'T," r". Crly wron *« whld*l not only 
Sy forcVümJ^v ‘ ?«*>* " > takes shape, bccausi 

• l0 '« that may comc from outside, it rcally comes asa 
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dumrny forçe undeı* the Ja.p 3 .ncss control. In sfîsct it helps 
the invader. It may help under tÜe mistaken notion/ that the 
' invader. wilİ play fair. It is a bad thing psychologically for • 
the Indian'masses to think in terms öt being li.berated by 

an outside agency”. . . ' ■ ■, 

“I think,” he continued “it is the Job and functıön. of every 
Indian to be in India to-day, to face the.dangers and risks, 
\vhatever,might happen in India.” 

The Cripps proposals \vere found. so vere unsatisfactory 
. that no section of Political party and public opinion agreed 
with them. Tlıey ,were universally condemned by almost 
ali important political parties and personalitieş: Whetlıer 
it w as Müslim league, or the Momin Çoııf erence, or the 
depressed classes or Dr. Ambedkar, or Sir T. B. Sapru, o’r 
Dr.. M. R. Jay.kar. ,, Thus it becomes evid.ent that Cripps came 
not to appease and. win över the lıearts of the Indian people 
but only to add insult to the ınjury already inflicted oh India 
by dragging her into the war \vithout her consultatİon and 
conşent... : 


; CHAPTER IV 

BURMA AND BRITISH ATROCITIES ; 

İt is since the lastGovernment of. India Act İ935 that 
Burma was separated from India which wâs a part. of India 
since its annexation by the, Government of India in 1885 
after. the Burmese War. In Burma the ne w constitution 
was introduced in accordance with the Act of 1935. The 
popular Premier of Burma Mr. U. Sa\v, at the ■ beginning of 
.thepresent World War, to. fully yoke the resources of the 
country for complete support and through execution of the 
war, suggested and demanded independence for his couııtrv. 
His patriotism goaded him even to visif England in this 
connection where he clamoured for independence öf his 
country for its really effective and timely defence. ; But 
alas 1 his vöice \vas, simply ignored and he was made a 
captive there. Since then nothing is heard of him. But 
his countrymen stili remember him and the history of his 
country has a honoured place for him. 

Soon after came the invasion of Burma by-Japan.' The 
British were found toû weak to defend her. Th2 *whole 
country was in no time flooded över by the Japanese armies 
and the British rule in Burma \vas throvvn to the \vinds. 

T . The British population, botla Civilian and Militarv İn 
Burma used ali possible and available best means to leave 
for India \vithout delay but the plight of the. Indians 


üurma became horrıble; Tlıey couİd be neither hç 


re 


ın 

nor 
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there. Theır Bntısh masters betrayed them and the Burmans 
who were themselves in trouble could lıardly afförd to h'elp 
them. brom the ınvading Japanese armies in thQse tröublous 
time nothıng better and helpful could be expected. Tliere was 
no way out tor the poor İndİans but to attempt escape to 
Indıa. But thıs was not an easy job. Ali the best avâilabîe 

roads and conveyance 8 were und er the use of the British, 
and the Indıans ıvere^prohıbıted to use them. Hence they 
were left tvıth no other option but to take to the worst hilly 
and waterless track through the fıerce woods whfcre, on the 

Wh ma A y ?» th J m , Were sim ? { y starved and parched to 
dcath. As they had no means of conveyance and' transnort 
0 them , eft .. th , eir belon g in £ s and beloved child^en 
and o]d persons behınd. Tlıus men of money and familv 

îlome w: dt , 0b?!îlîa , ry ' Vİth0Ut “ fara . !l >’ Sfl 

lome. We, hereunder, gtvc an account of the Burma 

Civilian. Even from itgleniı 

Sİ4e„t“" C : hCan bt ' Very Wdl ‘ n,a E' , ned by ,hf îk“ 

T \V' Hu Ş hes - in a " address to the Central Aslan 
&^e , yo nN °vembc r 3.o„ the Burma campalgn. gave h" 
result of a careful research into the various rerorts and 
charges dcalıng jvıtb the civil side of the campihn Mr 

HuBİıcsrestgncd fromJetndianCivll Service in 1&9 and 

became the Pollticai Secretary to the Burma Chamber of 
Commerce. During part of the Burma campaign ” e was 
be Chıcf Lıaison Officer to General Ale.vander® He as 
a y"af. ÜCre > ‘° S ' f Dorman Governor of Burma, för 

has'ljecn "ida.ul “rmin mUC .'' arro '“ "«lisense 

«bscrvcr< ıvlmc» ' r * ^ « Hcgcd 6yc*wıti!?ssesor first*!t«ınd 

on tl,e tüthe nevv Rurma, 

J‘»pnmse troops invaded Btı^ lVC ” su î! 1 breat hing spacc. 
dava a her IVarl Harbourf S S °‘ ° n December 9, Just Uvo 

that^Burtıİa^vaslo^beırı^^ cou ^ tl !«* strongly emphashe 
«erci s w. rcc;trXS^ Uri : mfulIy mHiiary 

cncıny f„ ıcı . # p ut it » , otıtmanoeuvrcd by a superior 

h Y *■»* Hurin., ramım?.». , what wos achieved 
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muciı that tlie breathıng space etiabled indin to prepnre for 
the threat ol invasion. 

Such actions ov omissions for \vhich the civil adini nis* 
tration was responsible had no influencc \vhatsoever on 
the result of the campaign. Only addilional troops, tanks, 
guns and aeroplanes could lıave turned the tide. lf it 
could be maintained that the civil administration utterly 
broke do\vn, utterly fa'ıled to co-operate \vith the military, 
then some portion of the odıum for the loss of Burma could 
deservedly be attached to the civilians. But, Mr. Hughes 
denied that this was so. On the contrary, the ad mini si rn* 
tive machine kept going until the end inspite of numcrous 
missing cogs in the wheel. * 


Evacaution of Refugees 

Evacuation of refugees \vas undoubtedly the bitmesi 
problem facmg the- the civil offıcers.. After the fail ol 

A» r T a ° rCe f W " C by no , me i' ns ^««d, and General 

riv? hTi t ■ g r n nr" P the . hope 0f ■•'ssunring an offen- 
fi f* - Had the cıvıl officers ıgnored every issue <nvc 

inanf ev ^ cuatl0n ’ ^ İs not improbabl e that ılıe proVision 
mg of yarıous evacuation routes with food and medical 
supplıes \vould lıave made greater DroPYo^ t 

edifying example they wouldhave set to ',' V ’ "" 

and.to esşential rvorkers and only with General Al öv °[ cc , s 
decision to wi»hdra\v to İndia rliH Alc\ander s 

our days in Burma were indeed numbered?* C ° mC 111,11 

From statistics compiled at the varionc* P ,nn„-c 
on the Indian frontier it would nrobahlv ”l-J» C 1011 c entres 
estimate to put the total nnmhk'lr y a c< > n scrvativ t 
lndia, at 4,00,000. A suareme ha ^ ^. vacui : es . w lıo reached 
that pitiable mass of refugees wa S n th<f P l ° d< r alın 2 will] 
military situation. Hovv mal c Z ! unccrtaınty of the 
the evacuation could not be knnw! a f hej ,' e were during 
be about 10,000 or 2* per ce n Tof t\^ Y See ? ed 
evacuees. Such a casualtv Üst- u 0 ° .. 1 tota ^ number ol 
öf course, it did not bellide nZTvhf al * ou g h ı 

epıdemıc at Prome and Mandalav^ m- ı le £ \ n cb olera 
alterı their arrival. The tale of tw \ W m°i dled in India 
ıs .told, would be a; tale of sheer mîı ter f nb , e . trek * when il 
women in the . face of a disaster fnGM° f ° rd , lnary m en and 
on the sam e civiliam rol! of honour as th ^“ . to a P lace 

who, m the dark days of 1940 shnwpî?ı pe ? p e ln Britain 
Troduced a race of men and v/oAen vorth^f î e . COuntr y stil 
Their. tales- of suffenngs an7° ! y ° theır heritage.V 

“ lndia - -e ^rn^be'Shttholl 
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of India was moved at this miserable plight of hef cöuntrV- 
men in Burma. The \vorst part of the \vhole tragedy was 
the treatment meted out to the Indians in Burma by the 
Brıtish Government of India and Burma. 

The pathetic tales of the sufferings of the Indians İn 
Burma were luridly narrated by the Indîan evacuees and 
relugees i rom Burma. The very soul of India \vas stirred 
at t ıe ghastly tragedy and the beastly inlıuman treatment 
ot the Bntısh tovvards the Indians and specially the invİdi- 
ous dıstınctıon they made betvveen the Indians and the British. 
(It ıs for tius reason that the Burma Evacuation Report \vas 
no pubhshed by the Government of India. But for its not 
pubhcatıon, the reason assigned Is, of course, q U ite different. 
in the sessıon of the Central Assembly at Ne w Delhi, on 
November /, 1943, Dr. N. B. Khare, Indians Overseas Mem- 
ber ınreply to the cjuestion of Sardar Mangal Singh said, “in 

\ CO r u n r n ?,l M ;- A - K ; c “ s work orı preparation 
of a Consolidated report on the evacuation of Burma, it 
becnme apparem tlıai it \vould be impossible to preseni a 

matter P tW re ° ! ! k W J Oİ ° ° f 0p ? ration witll0ut fncludİng 
mattcr that mıght be of grent value to the enemy. Tlıe 

qucstıon has, tjıerefore, been' re-examined in the li^lıt of 
the e.vıstın^ mıhlar? situation and after detailed consider- 
,C rı G0V T nien ;-° r ^ has decided nottopublish 

an> aport on the subject for the presem.*’) This \vas tlıe 

***} and oflhcEt 

g ncral. fhe fcelıng ol resentment and frustration sur- 
ÛTtlt, ı° f ,he Tlıey nere not only ‘ 

sSâîS sssıS 

was a tı-rrihh* u 5 nd hbcrty of t!,c People and 

sız. ŞfL &&£ âtz 

ior lm, ı«* mdcpendcnce.and prcnarcd the 
m <h. r >t In ju. ■ 

^ 
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FART III 

INDIA’S DEFENCE AND INDEPENDENCE 

i 

CHAPTER I '' 

ALLAH ABAD MEETİNG OF THE CÖNGRESS W0RKING 

; COMMİTTEE 

Since the fail and.subsequent fate öf Bıırnia . and. specially 
of the İndians in Burma and thereafter the fiasco . of Cripps 
Mission, Gandhiji began seriously considering about' the 
defence of India. His mind’s vvorkinğ.vvas clearly expressed 
by him in his articles in the ‘Harijan,’ vvhich vvere quite expü- 
cit andunambiguous. His main emphasiş vvas on two points, 
firstly defence . of India and not to fail in the hands of the 
aggressor and secondly to gaııı popular support for this and 
not depend entirely on the British Government-in India vvhöse 
vveakness was manifested by its continuous failure in Malaya, 
Singapore, and Burma. The idea that Gandhiji or the Cong- 
ress vvere pro-Japanese is false and fantastic. This we have 
also shovvn in one of our previous chapteı* and again vve 
hereby-support the same on the basis of yarîous Cöngress 
resolutions and vievvs of Gandhiji and Javvaharlalji as express- 
ed by them. The Government of India, to vilify the Cöngress 
and .Gandhiji, issüed...a. commuriique through its Home 
Department, from New Delhi, on 5th August’ 42 just on the 
eve, of the memorable Bombay Session .of the A.l.C.C. In 
tlıiş. tiıey have published. an unauthorised and ünauthentic 
record of the Allahabad Meeting of the Cöngress Working 
Committee ( held irom April 27th tö May .1, 42 ) which was 
recovered in a subsequent poliçe search of the A. I. C. Ç’s 
office.. Gandhiji vvas not present at tlıis meeting, but he 
sent, for the consideration of the Wörking Committee, a draft 
resolution. Miraben vvho brought the 'draft, explained hovv 
Gandhiji’s. mind vvas vvorking. The Committee gave earnest 
and careful consideration to the draft. ' But as regards the 
authenticİty of the nötes of that meeting vvhich vvere taken by 
the Assistant Secretary of the A.l.C.C. and published in this 
communique of the Government and also about the attitude 
-of Gandhiji tovvards Japan ete., vve give belövv the ştatement 
of Javvahar Lal Nehru from Bombay on August 5th, 1942 s — 

“1 have just seen for the first time the Government’s 
communique issuing certain döcuments obtained , during a 
poliçe ra id from the A. 1. C. C. office. İt is astonishing to 
vvhat a pass the Government of India has been reduced vvhen 
it has to adopt these dıscreditable and dishonourable tactics. 
Normally, such tactics require no ansvver. Bul as there is 
likely to be misapprehension, 1 vvish to clear up some matters, 
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İt is not our custom to keep detailed minutps of Working 
Committee’s meetings. Only final dccisions are recorded. 
On this occasion, the assİstant secretary took brıef notes 
unofhcially apparently for his o\vn record. Tlıese notes are 
very brief and dİsjointed and represent seve, rai days’ prolon<T- 
ed debate during wlıich i must lıave spoken on various 
occastons for two or tlıree lıours. Only a fe\v sentences were, 
taken down and torn from tlıeir context. They often give â 
wrong impression. None of us had a clıance of seeing these 
notes or revısing tlıem. The record is very unsatisfactory 
and ıncomplcte and hence often incorrect. 

our ^^ scusslons * Mahatma Gandlıi was not preseni. 
W e had to consider every aspect of the question fulİy and 
to wetgh the ımplications ol \vords and piırases in the draft 
resomtions. If Gandhiji had been there, much of this 
dıscussion miglıt lıave been avoided as he could lıave explain- 
ed to us his attitude more fully. 

Ttıus when the question of British \vithdrawal from India 
was consıdered. 1 pointed 0 ut that if the armed forces were 
su d de m y wıthdrawn, the Japanese might well advance and 
m vade the country ıvıtlıout hindrance. l'he obvious difficulty 
was removed wlıen Gandhiji later explained that British 
and other armed forces might romaİn to prevent aggression. 

In regard to the statement that Gandhiji expected an Axİs 
yıctory, an ımportant qualifıcation has been omitted. \V!ıat 
a, r T a ! td, ^ id and what 1 have referred to is his 
beljef that unless Bntain clıanges her who!e policv İn regard 
to Indm and her coluniaî posscssions, slıe is heading for 
dısaster. Hehasfurther stated that ifasuitable change in 
&* £*7 **?. made T 1 lhe "' ar reall >- became onc for 

«XT„MNaÖ. eS,Ü,en VİC ‘° ry W ° Uİd nSSUrcdl >' corae 

cornÎ!^ r n f f rC r Ceî İ t0 ne S ütiat , ions with J a P™ »re also İn* 
corrtct and entırely torn from their context. Gandhiİi ahvavs 

t0 lUS « dv ı crsary b T forc comin S into confîict. Jle 
\\ould thus lıave called upon Japan not only to keep nway 

”dİ£S;- bUl l , ? WÎd, ?" W froıi Chİna * ln ev^nt he 
Cvcr >‘ “BB«wor in India and he 

u er n.v“. r r C t ?. d ° 50 CVcn tu the PoSniofdcaÜL They 
«ere ncver to subrnit. J 

m.-nî İS ı rd 10 that an >’ of us envisagcd any arrage- 
WlSt I ^te.T’i İ "f !İ,er rie '",°, f I” 5 *'»' ™ d <*■■« tlıings. 
ncver l^r, n ' va "‘ «M*. but wu coulü 

P“ r W,,0,C «’ 0l,c >- '•“«» a,on R been basetl on 
k rts>,s tance to aggression . n 

tl»‘n rrvT> rc P rot jucc here the statement of Gandhiji on 
COmmu n,que w»tfı his ansvrcrs to the cjoestions put to him 
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Fi om Mr. Nelırıı lo Mı*. Jinnalı. 

Dated Lııcknoıv, January 18. 1938. 

Deaı* Mr. Jinnalı. 

I lıave read llıe stalemcnt you issued recently to • 
tlıe press ıvitlı çare. I aııı afra id ive approach tlıe 
qııeslion froııı difTeriııg vieıvpoiııts and I feel llıal yoıır 
approach is not very lıelpful. But I eııtirely agree ıvillı 
you tlıat an argumenl carried on tlırough tlıe nıedium 
of tlıe press is not desirable. Indeed I had decided ııot 
to issue press statemenls on tlıe subject. bul after youı* 
Calcutta speeclı. in ıvhiclı you menlioned my name and 
issued some kiııd of a ‘ challeııge ’ to m e. I fell tlıat a 
pııblic statement was uııav.oidable. Hence my statement, 
in ıvlıiclı I tried to avoid unnecessary coııtroversy. 

You knoıv perlıaps tlıat for some montlıs past I 
lıave been in correspondence ıvitlı Naıvab İsmail Klıan 
on this subject and I lıave been anxious to find out ıvlıat 
the points of difference and agreement ıvere. I anı 
afraid I do not know this yet and youı* last statement 
does not help. I would feel grateful to you if yoıı 
could kindly tlıroıv some liglıt on this and let me knoıv 
ıvlıat exactly are the points in dispııte ıvlıiclı require 
consideration. I tlıink this will help us ali and lead 
to an avoidance of needless coııtroversy. We can theıı 
come to grips witlı the subject. As I lıave said in my 
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last statement, we are eager to do everything in our 
,power to put an end to every misapprehension and to 
endeavour to solve every problem that comes in the way 
• of our developing our publîc life along riglıt liııes and 
promotiııg tbe unity and progress of the Indian people. 

I am leaviııg for Lahore today. From there I go 
vto the Frontier Province and retum to Allah^bad İn 
about ten days’ time. Kindly address your reply to 
Allalıabad. 

Yours sincerely, 
( Sd .) Jawaharlal Neiiru. 

From Mr. Jinnalı to Mr. Nehru. 

Dated Bombay, Januaıy 25, 1938. 
Dear Paııdit Jawalıarlal, 

I am in receipt of youı letter of tlıe 18th January, 
1938. 

I must say that it is very diflficult for me to undcr- 
stand it. I fail to see ı\hat you aıe driviııg at. It 
does not suggest aııy useful proposal of a coııcrete 
character, besides reapproaclıiııg ıııe and infonning nıe 
that ‘Svc approach the cjuestion from difFering \iew- 
points,” and yon further say, “ I feel that your 
approaclı is not very Iıelpful.” You further ıefer to my 
Calcutta speeclı and say, “ in ıdıiclı you mcntioncd my 
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name and issııed soıııe kiııd of a ‘ challenge ’ to nıe, I 
fell tlıat tlıe public statemeııl \vas ıınavoidable and bence 
nıy stalement.” Bul yon do not even now give nıe llıe 
purporl of my speech, and ıvhal was llıe t dıallengc ’ 
ıvlıiclı coıııpelled you lo say ıvlıal you did in your stale- 
ıııenl ıvlıich you considered uııavoidable. 

I kııoıv notlıing aboııl youı- being in correspondeııce 
ıvitlı Naıvab .İsmail Klıan referred lo in your letler. 

Finally I ııole your requesl llıal I slıould lel you 
ltnow “ ıvb a t exaclly are llıe points in dispute ıvhiclı 
require consideration.” I anı glad tlıat you agree ıvitlı 
ıııe llıal tlıe arguments carried on tlırough llıe medium 
•of tlıe press are ııol desirable. Bul do you ııow tlıink 
tlıat tkis nıatter can be discussed, ıııuclı less solved, by 
and tlırough correspondeııce ? I anı afraid tlıat is 
•equally undesirable. 

I may state foı* your iııformation tlıat I received a 
letter from Mı*. Gandhi, dated tbe 19tlı Oct., 1937, and 
I replied to lıim on tlıe 5th November, ’37, and I anı 
stili ıvaiting to lıeaı* froııı lıim. 

I reciprocate tlıe sentiments expressed iıı tlıe last 
hut one paragraph of your letter at tlıe end of it. 

Yours siııcerely, 

(Sd .) M. A. Jinnah. 
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From Mr. Nelıru to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dated Wardha, February 4, 1938.. 
Dear Mr. Jinnalı, .. • 

Your letter of tiıe 25tlı Januaıy reaclıed Allaha ha d. 
on February İst after I had left. It has been fonvarded 
to m e here and reached me yesterday. 

I am sorry that my previoııs letter vas difficult to 
understand. My purpose in ıvriting it vas, as I stated, 
to fiııd out what our points of differeııce and agreement 
vere. Presumably theıe are points of difference as 
you lıave repeatedly criticised tlıe Congress policy and 
pıactice. If tlıese points of differeııce are noted dovn 
and our attention dra\vn to them it ıvould make tlıeir 
consideıatioıa easier. It is possible tlıat some of them 
may be due to misapprehension and tlıis mısapprehen* 
sioıı miglıt be removed ; it is ecjually possible tlıat some- 
are more fundamental and tlıen ve coııld try to fimi 
a vay out or, at any rate, knov exactly Itov and vhcre 
we stand. Wlıen tlıere is a conflict of opinion, a clari- 
fication of tlıe opposing opinions is an esscntial prcli- 
miııaıy to tlıeir consideration. 

I miglıt mention sonıe relatİvcly minör mattcrs- 
vlıich have apparently lcd to misapprehension, in one- 
of your speeches you refcrred to bcing told Jıy sonıe 
one that a cheqııc for rupees fıve 1 aklı s was rccently. 
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given to tlıe Congress. I am not aware of this and 
presumably I oııght to kııoıv. Indeed, to my knowledge r 
no one has given even a clıeqııe for Rs. 5,000 to tlıe 
Coııgress for a considerable time. 

In tlıe same, or possibly anotlıer, speeclı yoır 
referred to tlıe noıı-co-operation days and stated tlıat 
ıvlıile tlıe Aligarlı University was forced to close down 
and ıııany non-co-operated froııı it, not a single stııdent 
ııon-co-operated from tlıe Benares University. As a 
matter of fact a very large numbeı* of studeııts did in 
fact non-co-operate froııı tlıe Benares University. As a 
resıılt of this a non-official university, tlıe Kaslıi Vidya- 
pitha, was establislıed in Benares, as also tlıe Gandlıi 
Ashram. Botlı of these stili exist. In tlıe same way 
the Jamia Millia caıııe into existence in Aligarlı and 
this now flourishes in Delhi. 

Yoıı have referred in your speeches to the Con- 
gress imposing Hindi-Hindustani and trying to crush 
Urdıı. I presııme you were misiııformed for I anı not 
aware of any attempt on the part of the Congress to 
injure Urdu. Soıııe time back I wrote an essay on 
“ Tlıe Question of Language ” wlıiclı represents, I be- 
lieve, the Congress vieıvpoint. It ıvas approved by 
Mr. Gandlıi and by many people unconnected witlı tlıe 
Congress aııd iııterested in the advancement of Urdu,, 
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including jVIoulvi Abdul Huque, Secretary, Aııjunıan- 
e-Taıaqqi-e-Uıdu of Hyderabad. I do not know if you 
bave come acıoss this essay. In any event I anı asking 
my office in Allahabad to send you a copy. If you dis* 
agree ı\ ith the aıgumeııt oı conclusions of tlıis essay, I 
sîıall be gıateful to Iıave youı cıiticisms. 

I might mentıon tlıat the Coııgıess Mini&try in 
Madras is eııdeavouııng to İntıoduce tlıe study of 
Hindustani m the State scbools in the pıoviııce. They 
are having primeıs and text*books pıepaıed especially 
for the puıpose by the Jamia Millia. These primers, 
ete., aıe to be in two Scripts—Devaııagıİ and Uıdu— 
but m identical language, the stııdeııts having the option 
of seript. 

I mentıon tlıe&e iıistaııees to show Iıow mı'^appre* 
hensions aıise. But the leal queslions at i&sue are nıorc 
important and it is in ıegard to tlıese tlıat clarification 
ıs ııecessary. I presume you are acquainted vitlı the 
Coııgıess lesolııtions aııd statenıents on nıİııority and 
fundamental riglıts and ıegaıdiııg conınıunal qucstions. 
If you so vvislı it, I can Iıave tlıese sent to you. Many 
of tlıese vere collecled togetlıer in a comprelıensive 
resoîution passed by the Woıking Committce in Calcutla 
tov\ards the eııd of October 1937. Ahoııt the Commıınnl 
Avvard the CongresS posilİon has becn repeatedly nünle 
elear. 
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Tlıe Coııgress policy as laid down in tlıese resolu- 
tions may be incomplete or wı*ong. If so we slıall 
gladly coıısider suggestioııs to complete it or rectify il. 
Personally I do ııot see wlıat more can be done by tlıe 
Congress regarding religious or cultnral matters. As 
for political (communal) questioııs, tlıe Communal 
Awaı*d, unsatisfactory as it is, holds the field for the 
preseni and till such time as it may be altered by mutual 
.agreement of the parties concerned. 

In consideriııg w i der political questioııs, the 
Congress has adhered to certain priııciples and policies 
for a nıımber of years, though minör variations have 
taken place from time to time. Our present policy in 
ihe legislatures and outside was defined by a compre- 

hensive resolution passed by the Working Committee 

_ ^ 

.at Wardha last yeaı\ I was very glad to fiııd from 
Nawab İsmail Klıan and Choıvdhury Khaliqnzzaman 
that tlıe U.P. Müslim League, or the U.P. Müslim League 
Parliam'entary Board, accepted this programme. Tlıis 
included our objective of independence, our demaııd 
for a constit-uent assembly, our general attitude to the 
'Coııstitution Act, and tlıe Federation, and our methods 
of work inside and outside the legislature. It referred 
-also to our agrarian and labour programmes. Thus 
ilıere appeared to be a very large measure of agreement 
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betıveen us ııot oııly in ıegaıd to fundamentals, but 
even regaıdıng many details. 

In vıew of this agıeement it diştiessed and suıpıised 
me to find that theıe was so mudi conflict. I 
lıave tııed, therefoıe, to find oııt w hat tlıîs conflict is 
about. I do not see how I can make an) pıoposal, 
concrete oı vague, nheıı I do not knonr nhat tlıe points 
in issue aıe. It ıs true that in ıeading your speeclıe'* 
I have come across varioııs statements to the e/Fect 
that the Congıess ıs tıyıng to establish Hindu laj. I anı 
ıınanaıe of lıon thıs is being done oı nlıo is doing it. 
If any Congıess Mınıstııes oı tlıe Congıess oıganisation 
have made mıstakes, tlıese should be pomted out to us. 

A ıeport of youı Calculta speeclı appcaıed in tlıe 
ııewspapers at the time and is no doubt avaiîable to 
you and foı me to gne you a purport of it seemetl 
hardh necessaıy. In tlııs joıı State tlıat you aıe fight- 
ing the Congıess, that >ou are fighting tlıe Congıe-** 
leadeislıip nhıch is misleading the Hindu*. Furthcı 
■jou lıa\e said that you nant to hring the Congre*s High 
Conımand to ıts sensen. May I suggest that tlıo^c ulıo 
are pmiîeged to advısp or lead the Coııgre^s ha\e no 
de&iıe to figlıt any horl} except Britislı Impcriali-m ? 
In any eveııt, if ne mıMcad or mishcha\c ne Iı.ıır « 
right to cıupıire fıom our critics where aml lıou ne 
lıa\c done so. 
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Furlher in yoııı* Calculla speeclı you said : “ I lıaıe 
loııg loııg ago. montlıs ago ııo\\. llırovn oııl a challenge 
lo Paııdil J afallar lal Nehru and I llırow out a challenge 
no\\,—lel hini come and sil m illi us and let us fornıu- 
lale a constructive programnıe an lıiclı Avill give imme- 
-diate ıelief lo tlıe poor." Il ıvas to tlıis ' challenge ’ 
tlıat I referred in my lası letler. I do not remember 
•on \vhich previous occasion you had issued a similar 
•challenge to nıe. 

It is ah vay s helpful to discuss mallers and problems 
face to face and, as I lıave said previously, we are 
-ahvays glad to do so. A shoıt ıvlıile ago you met 
Maulaııa Abul Kalanı Azad, oııe of our ıııost respected 
leaders, tlıaıı ıvlıo tlıere is no oııe belter fitted to explain 
tlıe Coııgress vieıv-point in regard lo the ıııinorities 
problem or any otlıer matter. Wlıeııever ııecessity arises 
every oııe of us ıvill ıvillingly ıvelcome a talk. But 
eren suclı a talk is likely to be vague and infructuous 
if soıııe clarification of ideas does not take place pre- 
viouslv. Correspondence helps in tlıis process and 
sometimes is even preferable as it İs more precise tlıaıı 
talk. I trust tlıerefore tlıat you will lıelp in clarifyiııg 
the positioıı by telling us wlıere we differ and how you 
ıvould like tlıis difference to end. You lıave also criti- 
’Cİsed the Coııgress in vigorous language, as you ıveıe 
no doubt eııtitled to do. But are ive not entıtled to ask 
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you to substantiate those criticisms m private at ]east r 
if not in public ? 

I have inquiıed from Mı. Gandlıi about your letter 
to him dated tlıe 5th Novembeı, 1937. He recehed it 
in Calcutta when he nas lying ili tlıeıe and he felt tlıat: 
it needed no ansıver. Youı letteı Iıad been in aıısıveı 
to his and the matteı seemed to end tlıere foı tlıe timer 
being. He was good enough to show me his letteı and 
y r ours and ıt seemed to me tlıat no paıtİculaı leply ^as 
called for. I ıındeıstand tlıat he ıvıote you yesteıday. 

I hope to be in Allalıabad by the 9tlı February. 

Yours sinceıely, 
(Sd.) Jawaiiarlal Neiiru- 

Fıom Mı. Jinnalı to Mr. Nehrtı. 

Dated Neı\ Delhi, Februarj 17, 1938- 
Dear Pandit Jaıvalıaılal, 

I am in ıeceipt of your letteı of tlıe 4th February. 
You have now flung at me more complaints and 
gtievances of triflıng character. Eudcntly )ou rel) oır 
tlıat section of tlıe press ulıiclı is bent on mbreprc^enting 
and \ilifying me, but I anı glad tlıat )oıı say I mentîoır 
tlıese instances to sho\\ lıovr misapprehensîou ari«es r 
‘but the rcal qucstion at i^sne is more inıportaııt and 
it is in rcgard to tin*; tlıat claıification is necessary.* 
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Tlıerefore I doıı’t think any useful pıırpose will be 
served to carry on correspondence witlı regard to tlıe 
various matters mentioned in your letter. 1 You will 
please not iııtroduce matters whiclı you may lıave 
discussed witlı Nawab İsmail Khan or Chaudhry Klıali- 
quzzaman or aııy body else. Tlıese again will lead to 
references and cross references and tlıe matter will never 
eııd. 

As regaıds my Calcutta speeclı, tlıe word 4 clıal- 
lenge ’ is obviously due to tlıe iıııagination of tlıe 
reporter for tlıe very context shows clearly that it was 
an iııvitation. Hoıvever, tlıe diseussion of ali tlıese 
matters in correspondence will lead us nowhere. I do 
not believe in the doctrine \vhiclı you lay down 4 but 
are ive not entitled to ask you to substantiate ali these 
criticisms in private at least, if not in public ’ : I for 
my part make no sıtclı distinction. I am prepared to 
substantiate aııy^tlıiııg tlıat I lıave said publicly, provided 
it is correctly reported. The crux of your letter on tlıe 
real vital point of tlıe Hindu-Muslim unity is a repeti- 
tioıı of wlıat you said in your previous letter, ııamely, 
tlıat you waııt ıııe to note down 6 tlıe points of difference ’ 
and discuss tlıem tlırough and by means of correspon¬ 
dence—a method, ıvhiclı .1 made it clear in my last 
letter, is lıiglıly uııdesirable and most inappropriate. I 
welcome your suggestion wîıen you say 4 whenever 



88' LFADERS* CORRESPONDENCE 

necessity aıises eveıy oııe of us uoııld uillingly uelcome 
a talk/ If you think that necessity lıas aıiseıı and any 
one of you is ıvilling, I shall be glad to see you and 
■equally ıvelcome a talk. Tlıe thing is that you pıefer 
talking at each otlıeı uheıeas I pıefer talking to eaclı 
otheı. Suıely you kııow and you ought to knou uîıat 
-aıe tlıe fundamental points in dispute. 

I Iıave leceived a letleı fıom Mı. Gandhi and I 
lıave ıeplıed to İlim, a copy of ıılıich I anı enclosing 
Jıeıewith. 

Yom s sinceıely, 

( Sd .) M. A. Jinna.ii. 

From Mr. Nehıu to Mı. Jİnnalı. 

Dated Bombay, Febnıary 25, 1933. 

Dear Mr. Jiıınah, 

Yom letteı of tlıe 17tlı Febıuaıy ıeached me at 
Haıipuıa. I had no intention of flmging any coıııplaiııts 
and grievanceîs at you. In my attempt to fiııd out ulıat 
yom conıplaints %\eıe I ıead yom specches as ıeported 
in tlıe neuspapers (usually Iıy a nen s agency) and notcıl 
d m vn some of the points on uhich you had laîd stress. 
\ am glad to kıım\ that you îıft\c bcen mi^reported Irat 
you Iıa\c not poîntcd out uîıcıe thc mi-repıc-eııtatioıı 
comes iıı nor, to faı as I hııou, ha\e you tssııcd any 
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statement to llıe press coırecting llie misrepresentation. 
May I sııggesl llıat it w i 11 be \vorlh wlıile to coırecl tlıese 
errors so llıat tlıe public ıııight not be misled. A clear 
and authoritative statement from you will lıelp ııs also 
in uııdeıstanding wlıat you stand foı* and wlıat you ob- 
ject to. 

I note tlıat you do ııol wislı ine to introduce in our 
coiTespondence any matters which we may lıave dis> 
cussed ıvith Nawab İsmail Khaıı oı* Chowdhry Khali- 
quazzaman. I did not know tlıat tlıey represeııted aııy 
different view-poiııl from yours. I tlıouglıt it ııecessary 
to dı*aw your attenlion to tlıe repealed allemtps I lıave 
been nıaking to find out whal tlıe political and coııı- 
ıııımal policy of tlıe Muslini League is and wheı*ein it 
'differs from tlıat of tlıe Congress. You will remember 
sayiııg last yeaı* that tlıe Muslini League had an entirely 
different policy eveıı on political matters from that of 
tlıe Congress. Since tlıen tlıe League has chaııged its 
objective and its ecoııomic outlook and has tîıus 
approached nearer to the Congress. I anı aııxious to 
find out what the real ıııeaning of tlıese chaııges is. 
Wıthout tlıis clarificatioıı it is difficult foı* us to uııder- 
stand tlıe present position. 

You say that you do not believe in the doctrine 
that I lay down, namely : “ but are we not entitled to 
-ask you to substantiate ali these criticisms in privale 
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al least, if not in public.” Further yon say tlıat for 
your part you make no such distinction and are prepared 
to sııbstntiate anything that you Iıave said ptıblicly, pro- 
vided it is correctly repoıted. If you vrill read my 
sentence again you will no doubt observe tbat t Iıave- 
noıvhere laid down any such doctrine as you imagine.- 
I Avould indeed \velcome a public treatment by yoıı of tlıe- 
criticisms made by you. But if you yourself vere- 
unwillîng to vrrite to tlıe press on the sııbject, as you. 
indıcated in your letter, I put it to you tlıat vre are'at 
îeast entitled to request you to substantiate tlıe eriticisin 
in private. 

If you Iıave made no criticisms of tlıe Congress, 
and the press reports are entirely urrong, then of course' 
no question of sııbstantiation arises. Ali tlıat need be 
done is to contradict tlıe press reports. But if criticisms- 
Iıave been made, as presunıably tlıey Iıave been, then I 
vould recjuest you to justify tlıem publicly or privately 
as you might clıoose. Personally I would prefer tlıe 
former metlıod. 

I anı afraid I must confess tlıat I do not yet know 
ıvlıat the fundamentaî points of dispute are. It is for 
fthîs reason tbat I Iıave been requesling you to elarify 
tlıem. So far I Iıave not receîved any Iıelp in tlıis 
direetion. Of course we slıall vîllingly meet you tvlıen- 
cver opportunity arises. Oıır Presîdent. Sublıns 



WITH MR. JINNAH 


91. 


Chandra Bose, or Maniana Abul Kalanı Azad or I or 
any o tlıer mernber of tlıe Working Committee can meet 
you at a suitable opportunity. 

But when \ve meet what are \ve to discuss ? Res- 
poıısible people ıvitlı organisations behind tlıem caıi' 
lıardly discuss anything in tlıe air. Some clarificatioıı 
of tlıe issues, some clear statement of what is wanted 
aııd what is objected to, is always desirable, otheı*wise- 
we may ııot come to grips witlı tlıe subject. Yoıı will 
remember tlıe argument about ıvlıat transpired at Dellıi j 
in 1935 between you and Babıı Rajendra Prasad. There 
has even been a difference of opinion aboııt tlıe facts. 
It would be unfortunate if we repeated this performance 
and then argued about it later. 

It is tlıııs lıiglıly desirable for us to define the- 
issues first. This is also ııecessary as we lıave alıvays 
to consult many colleagues in regard to any matter 
affecting Congress policy. There is sıırely notlıing 
uııdesirable or inappropriate about this defming of 
issues by correspondence. It is the usual method 
adopted between individuals and organisations. May 
I therefore beg of you to enliglıten me ? 

Yours siııcerely, 
( Sd .) Jawaharlal Ne hru- 
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Fıom Mı. Jinnalı to Mı. Nelnu. ^ 

Dated New Delhi, 3ı d Maıch, 1938. 
Deaı Pandit Jaıvaharlal, , 

I am in ıeceıpt of youı letteı of the 25tlı Febı uary. 
I legıet to find the same spiril ııtnning thıouglı of mahing 
insinuations and innuendoe» and ıaîsîng ali soıls of 
matteıs of tıiflıng clıaıacteı ıvlıich aıe not genııane to 
oııı pıeseııt subject uitlı uhiclı you staıted, namely, lıow 
to fınd the hasis of appıoach to the ıııost vital and 
pıoıninent questıon of Hindu-Muslim unity. You ı\ind 
up youı* letteı by m&isting upoıı tiıe couıse tlıat I slıouîd 
fonnulate the points in dispute and submit to you for 
youı coıısideıation and then caııy oıı coııe&pondetıcc 
ıvith you. This method, I have alıeady stated in my 
coıisideıed opiniou, ıs ımdesiıable and iııappıopıintc. 
The method you nısîst upoıı may'be appıopıiatc hetueen 
tu o litîgants and tlıat is folloued by solicitors on belin If 
of tlıeiı clıents, but ııational issucs caıınot be scltled 
lıhe lhat. 

WIıeıı 3 ou tay ‘tlıat I am aftaid I nıust confc*s 
thal î do not hııou vdıat fmidanicnt.il poinU in dispute 
aıe’ I anı only anıazed at jouı igııotanoe. This ıııatter 
lıa s beeıı tacMed since 1925 lîght upto 1935 by the 
nıost pronıinent Jeadeis in the coınıtn and -o far no 
tohumu has beeıı fouıul. I unuld bcg of 50 u to Mudy 
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il and do not lake tıp a selfeoıııplaeont atliludc and if 
yon a re in ou mest I don’t tlıiıık yon Mil (imi muclı 
«liflinilly in roaliziııg \vlıal tlu* nıain points in dispule a re, 
hecatıso tlıoy lıave Iıeen conslantly meııtioned botlı in tlıe 
press and public platform tncıı very recently. 

Yours sineerely. 
(Sd.) M. A. Jixxah. 

Fronı Mr. Nclıru to Mr. Jimudı. 

Dated Allalıabaıl. Mardı 8. 1938. 

; 

Dcar Mr. Jiıınalı. 

Thank voıı for voıır İetter of Maldı 3;d. I aın 
* * / 

afra i d our letlers to eadı otlıer repeal tUcmselves. I 
go oııe rerjuesting yon to teli us Miat cxactly are tlıe 
points in dispule Mıiclı lıave to he discusscd and yon 
go on insisting tlıat tlıis slıould ııol be done by corres- 
pondence. At tlıe same time yoıı lıave poinled oıtl tlıat 
tlıe main' points in dispule lıave beeıı conslantly, and 
very recently, discııssed in tlıe press and public plat¬ 
form. I lıave carefully followed press statemenls and 
yoıır public speecbes. Tn mv effort to discover tlıese 
poiııts of dispute I enumerated soıne of tlıe'criticisms 
Mıiclı yoıı were reported to lıave made in public 
speeclıes. In yoıır reply yoıı staled tlıat you were mis- 
reported, but you did not say Miat tlıe correcl reporl 
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sîıould Iıave beeıı. Fuıtheı you said îiıat theae weıe 
minoı and tıifling matteis,, bııt again you did not point 
ou t what tlte majoı matteis vveıe. You will perceive 
-my difficulty. I hope I arn not making any insimıations 
-ol inııuendoes, as you suggest in youı last letteı. Ceı- 
tainly ıt is not my intention to do so, noı to raise tıifling 
matteis ıvhiclı aıe not geımaııe to the pıesent subject. 
But what aıe tlıese matteis» ıvljich aıe geımane ? It 
may be tlıat I anı den&e or not bufficiently acquainted 
wıth the ıntıicacies of the pıoblem. If so I desene to 
be enlıghtened. If you vvıll ıefeı nıe to aııy ı ecen t 
statement nıade ııı the pıess oı platfoım vvJuch ıvill help 
me in undeibtanding, I shall he gıateful. 

It is not my desiıe, may I ıepeat, to caııy on a 
-eoııtıoveısy by coııespoııdenee, but oııly to fıııd out w 1 1 a t 
tbe ma in points of discussioıı and dispute aıe. It is 
suıely usual foı national issues» to be fonnulated and 
elaıified in tbıs ıvay to facılıtate discussioıı. Both in 
national and internatiopal matteis ive are freqııently 
adopting tlıis couı&e. 

You aıe perfectly ııght in s»aying tlıat tlıis maltcr 
has beeıı tackled since 1925 ıcpeatedly. Do )ou ııot 
think tlıat tlıis veıy lıiatory ıvaııı» us not to approach 
it in a \aguc manneı uithout cleaı ideas as to ishal ue 
object to aııd ıvhat \ve vv atı t ? Apart fronı thî», ninen 
has happened during tlıe-c pa«t fcw >ear“> vvbich has 
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eaclı atici, everything. The poliçe \vns empovcrcd to apply 
thenı as they pleased. The Congress was dcclared unlavvlul. 
Ali its offices \vere taken över forcible possession by thc poliçe. 
Ali its property \vas forfeited. Even those institutions vlıich 
\vere İndirectly supposed to be connected \vith the Congress 
\vcre captured suclı as Kimdi Bhandars and Ashrams whiclı 
vere mcrely commercial, or industrial or educational concerns. 
Non-viol ence vas put to so serious a test tlıat its pursuance 
itself became a violencc. The Government \vith ali their 
previous expe.riences of Gandlıiji’s movements became more 
daring foı* perpetıating barlaritks. They planned very 
dextrously to kidnap leadcrs and \vorkers beföre actually they 
could rise from their beds on the morning of tlıe 9th Aug., 
1942. Tlıe first sight to the Congressman \vas tlıe poliçe at 
the early lıours of the 9tlı August morning. After the arrests, 
the poliçe \vitlı the lıelp of the military and arms started tlıe 
work of simply crushing the people as in a freıızy. The 
sanetity of lıuman life \vas no more. Tlıere vas a \vanton 
dance of poliçe goondaism and excesses. But ali tlıat the 
poliçe and military did \vas uniform, organised and undeı* tlıe 
direct control of the entire Britislı Bnreaucratic maclıinery 
in India. ■ 

The people vere ali unorganised, undisciplined and with* 
out any îeadership. They vere actually a nıass of erovd and 
gathered together in a very. natura 1 and innocent manner 
everyvhere in the citics and tovns as they lıeard of the 
general arrest of their beloved leaders. Tlıeir meııtality vas 
truely fitting to their character and- nature: that is of an 
unorganised erovd vhich is exeessively emotional, impulsive, 
ficide, inconsistent, irresolute, extrenıe in aetion, displaying 
only the coarser. emotions and tlıe less refined sentiments, : 
careless in deliberation, .hasty in : judgment, * incapable of any 
but the crudest reasoning; easily svayed and led and lacking 
in self-consciousness and confidence. Such erovds gathered 
"everyvhere stili they exhibited extraordinary sense of disci- 
pline and non-violence. it vas ali düe to Gandhiji and the 
* cause he represented, till men, as they \vere, could be excited 
to resist and resist till deatlı. ■ What actually the people did 
can be very correctly compared vitlı the pricking of nails or 
teeth by a pigmy faced vith- imminent end of his; life in tlıe 
cruel grip of a giant. But the Government got the desired 
chance of firing, and fired indiscriminately on the people in tlıe 
cities and villages, vithout any regard for age or sex. When 
the people retorted by persuing their peaceful demonstrations 
they vere faced vith stili greater severity and strength. Thus 
vell-planned and very well organised violence of the Govern- 
ment.vas practised on the.unarmed and non*violent people of 
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As ıegaıd» tlıe Conımunal Avvaıd tlıe posıtıoıı of 
ilıe Congıess Iıas heen clarıfied If ıt ıs yoııı desıı e 
to dıscuss thıs malter, I should İlke to knovv 

As ıegaıds ıelıgıous and cultural guaıantees, tlıe 
Congıess has gıven as full assuıances and gnaıantees 
as ıs possıble If hovveveı any otheı guarantees aıe 
consıdeıed necessaıy, tlıey should be meııtıoned Ahout 
oııe of tlıe qııestıons wlııch you lıave ıefeııed to in yoııı 
speeches, tlıe Language questıon I ln\e vv niten to a ou 
pıevıousb and sent you m> broclıure I tıııst llnt >ou 
agreed lutlı ıt« mam conclusıons 

Aıe ive goıng to dı«cuss the«e nntteıs or «ome 
ollıeib vslııch I lıave not meııtıoned ahoıe ? Tlıeıi agıın 
tlıe b'ickgıouııd of ali sııclı dısctıssıons mu«t ııeces«ıı ılj 
he a ceıtanı polıtıcal and economıc one—oıa «trugglc 
for ındependence, ouı antı ımpernlısm om mctlıod* 
of dııect actıon ıvheneıer neces«ar), ouı antı ıvar polıc), 
ouı ıttempt to lenıoıe tlıe evploıtıtıoıı of tlıe m ı^c" 
agıaııan and labom prohlems and tlıe lıkt î tıkt 
ıt tlnt ıvıtlı tlıe reoııentıtm» of tlıe Müslim Içiğne*" 
polıcy theıe ıvıll not he aııj greıt dıfTeıcııce legııdıng 
tlııs ıntı ımpernhst hıckgoıımd 

>ou ıvıll forgıve nıe foı repeatıııg mv^clf ııı tlıo-o 
lettcıs and for sıjıng tlıe «anıe thıııg- över and over 
ağım I do «o hecııı«e I anı keenlv de^ıroiN of >oıır 
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appreciating my viewpoiııl, wlıich I believe is also tlıe- 
viewpoint of my colleagues in the Congress. I lıave no 
desire to take up yoıu’ time and to spend my time in 
writiııg long letlers. But my mind demands clarity 
before it can fuııction effectively or llıink in terms of 
any action. Vagueness or an avoidance of real issııes 
cannot lead to salisfaclory results. It does seeııı strange 
to me tlıat in spite of my repeated requests I anı not told 
wlıat issues lıave to be discussed. 

I understand tlıat Gandlıiji has already written to 
you expressing lıis readiness to lıave a talk with you. 
I anı not now the Congress President and tlıııs lıave not 
the saıııe representative capacity, but if I can be of any 
help in this matter my Services are at the disposal of 
the Congress and I shall gladly meet you and discuss 
these matters with you. 

( Yours sincerely, 

( Sd .) Jawaharlal Nehru, 

From Mr. Jinnalı to Mr. Nehru^ 

Dated New Delhi, 17th March, 1938, 

Dear Pandit Jaıvaharlal, 

I lıave received your letter of the 8th of March, 
1938. Your first letter of the 18tlı of January, conveyed 
to me tlıat you desire to know the points in dispute for 
7 
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the purpose of promoting Hindu-Muslim uııity. When 
in ıeply I said that the subject-matter cannot be solved 
through coırespoııdence and it was equally undesirable 
as discussing matteıs in the pıess, you in your ıeply 
of the 4th of February, formulated a catalogue of 
grievanees with regaıd to my supposed criticism of the 
Congress and utterances which are Iıaidly relevant to 
the question for our immediate consideration. You sveııt 
on persisting on the same liııe and you are stili of 
opinion that those matteıs, although not germane to the 
present subject, should be further diseussed, ıvhîch I 
■do not propose to do as I have already explained to you 
jn my prevıous letter. 

The question svitlı svhiclı ne started, as I understood, 
is of safeguaıdıng the rights and the interests of tîıc 
Mussalmans wıth regard to tlıeir relı’gion, culturc, 
language, peısonal lasvs and polilical rights in tlıe 
national life, the govemment and the administıatioıı of 
the couııtry. Vaıious suggestions lıave been nıade nhich 
nill satisfy the Mussalmans and create a sense of sccıı- 
rity and eonfidence in the nıajority community. I anı 
surpûsed \\Uen. y ea say in. yeur letter uudet reply, “ But 
ıslıat are tlıese matters sslıiclı are gemınne. ît nıay he 
tlıat I anı dense or not stıfiicicntly acquainted ssith the 
intricacies of the problem. If so, I delerse to be enlight* 
ened. If >ou ssill refer mc to aııy recent statement nıade 
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mı the press -or platform ıvhich will lıelp me in under- 
•.standing, I slıall be grateful.'’ Perhaps you lıave lıeard 
.of the Fourteen Points. 

Next, as you say, “ Apart from this muclı bas 
lıappened during tlıese past few years wlıiclı bas altered 
•the position.” Yes, I agree with you, and various sug- 
-gestions bave appeared in the.neıvspapers recently. For 
'instan*ce, if you wîll refeı* to the Statesman, dated the 
12th of February, 1938, tlıere appears an article under 
'tlıe lıeading “ Through Muslini Eyes ” (copy enclosed 
for your convenience). Next, an article in the Neıu 
Times , dated the İst of Mareh, 1938, dealing ıvitlı your 
pronouncement recently made, I believe, at Haripura 
sessions of the Congress, where you are reported to lıave 
-said : 

“ I have exanıined tlıis so-called conımunal ques- 
tion through the telescope, and if there is nothing 
ıvlıat can you see.” 

Tlıis article in the Neıv Times appeared on the İst of 
Mareh, 1938, making ııumerous suggestioııs (copy en- 
’dosed for your‘convenience). Further you ıııust lıave 
•seen Mı*. Aney’s iııtervieıv wheı*e he ıvamed the Con¬ 
gress mentioning soıııe of the points ıvhich the Muslini 
Leagııe ıvould demand. 

Now, this is enough to show to you that various 
-.suggestioııs that lıave been ıııade, or are likely to be 
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made, or aıe expected to be made* will hav e to be* 
analysed and ultimately I consider it is the duty of e\evy 
tine nationalist, to vvhiclıever party or community lıe 
may belong to make it lıis business aııd* examİne tbe 
sıtuation and bring about a pact betueen the Mussab 
mans and tbe Hindus and create a real unîted fıont; 
and it should be as mııch yom anxiety and duty as it is 
mine, irrespective of tbe question of tlıe party oı tbe 
community to vvlıich w e belong. But if you desiıe tbat 
I should collect ali tlıese suggestions and submit to )ou 
as a petitioııeı for joıı and yom colleagues to consider, 
I am afraid I can’t do ıt nor can I do it fortlıe puıpose 
of caır>mg on furtlıeı corıespoııdence av illi ıegaıd to 
those varıous poınts vvıth yon. But if you' stili ind«t 
upon tbat, as you seem to do so vvhen yon say in )onr 
letter, “ My mmd demands claıity before it can fımctioıı 
effectıvel) oı thmk ın teıms of any actıon. VogueıiC'*s 
or an avoıdaııce of real issues could not Iead to satb* 
factoi) results. It doe» seem strange to me tbat in spîte 
of m) ıepeated requests I am not told w bat issues bav e 
to be discııssed.’' Tbıs ıs ltardly a correct descrîption 
oı a faıı representatıon ; but in tbat ense I vvoulıî rctjurst 
you to ask tbe Congress oflicially to coınmunicale v» itli 
me to tbat eflect, and I «hali place llıc matter before tbe 
Council of tbe AIMndîa Müslim League ; as )OU )our- 
self say tlıat joıı are “not the Congrc^s Prc«idcııt and 
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tthus lıave ııol tlıe sanıe represeıılative capacily but if I 
•can of aııy lıelp in tlıis ıııatter my Services are at tlıe 
Misposal of llıe Coııgress and I slıall gladly meet you 
.and discuss tlıese matteıs with you.” As to meeting 
you and discussing matters vith you, I ııeed hardly say 
itlıat I slıall be pleased to do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sel.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Extract from tlıe Statesmaıı, New Delhi Edition. 

Dated tlıe 12tlı February, 1938.' 

THROUGH. MIJSLIM EYES 
By Ain-el-Mulk 

/ 

Paııdit Jawahaı*lal Nehru’s Bombay statement of 
.January 2 on tlıe Hindu-Moslem questioıı has produced 
lıopeful reactioııs and the stage has beeıı set for a talk 
betweeıı the leaders of ıvhat, for the sake of convenience, 
nıa)^ be deseribed as Hindu India and Moslem India. 
AYhether tlıe Jinnah-Jaıvaharlal talks will produce in 
1938 better results thaıı the Jiıınah-Prasad talks did in 
1935 is yet to be seen. Too much optimism ıvould not, 
hoıvever, be justified. Tlıe Paııdit, by way of aıınotatiııg 
’lıis Bombay statement ıvlıile addressiııg tlıe U. P. dele- 
:gates for Haripura at Lucknow, at the end of Januaıy* 
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emphatically asserted tlıat in no case would Congress 
“ give up its principles.” Tlıat was not a Iıopeful state- 
ınent becaııse any acceptable formula oı pact tlıat may 
be evolved by tbe leadeıs of tlıe Congress and tlıe- 
League ıi’ould, oııe may gness, involve tlıe acqırîescence 
of tlıe Congress in sepaıate electoıates (at least for a 
certain peıiod), coalition ministries, recognition of tlıe 
League as tlıe oııe aıılhoritative and representative orga- 
nİzatıon of Indian Moslems, modification of its attitııde 
on tlıe questıon of Hiııdi and its script scrappîng of 
Bande Mataram altogetlıeı, and possibly a redesigning 
of tlıe tıi-colour flag or at least agıeeing to gîve tlıe flag 
of tlıe League an equal importance. It is possible tlıat 
ıvitlı a little statesmanslıip on both sides agıeement can 
be reaclıed on ali tlıese points nitlıout any infrİngemeııt 
of tlıe principles of eitbeı, but tlıe gıeatest obstacle to 
a satisfactory soîuliotı ıvould stili remain,—in tlıe shape 
of tlıe conımıınalists of tlıe Malıasabha, and tlıe frrecon- 
cilables of Bengaî, ali of vbom are not of tlıe Malla* 
sablıa alone. The right of tlıe Congress to speab in the 
name of Hindus bas been openly challcııged nııd eıeıı 
the Jinnalı-Prasad formııla vlıich d id not satfcfy tlıe 
Moslems—and nothing on tbe litıes of uhicb is uov. 
lihely to satisfy tbem—bas been \ehcmcntly dcnounced 
by tbe Bengal Pro\incial Confereııce lıeld al VMınupur 
ıccently passcd no e\tıemel> commuual recolutîon. and' 
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that tlıe latest utterances of tlıe Congress President-elect 
on tlıe communal situation generally and the Jinnah- 
Prasad formula in particular shoıv some restraint. The 
only thing for Moslems to do in tlıe circunıstances is tO' 
wait and hope for the best, ıvithout ı*elaxing their efforts 
to add daily to the strength of the League, for it will 
not do to forget that il is the groıving power and repre- 
sentative characler of tlıe Muslini League ıvhich lıas- 
compelled Congress leaders to recognize the necessity 
for an understanding with the Moslem community. 

Extı*act from the Neıv Times, Lahore. 

Dated the İst Maıch, 1938. 
THE COMMUNAL QUESTION 

In its last session at Haripura, the Indian National 
Congress passed a resolution for assuring minorities of 
their religious and cultural riglıts. The resolution was 
nıoved by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and was carried. 
The speech ıvhich Pandit Jawalıarlal Nehru made on 
this occasion ıvas as bad as any speech could be. If 
the resolution has to be judged in the light of that speech, 
then it comes to this that the resolution has been passed 
not in any spiril of seriousness, but merely as a meaning- 
less assurance to salisfy the foolish minorities who are 
clamouring “ for the satisfaction of the communal prob- 
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lem.” Mı. Jawahaılal Neîıru proceeded op the hasis 
that tlıere was ıeally no communal question. We slıould 
like to ıeproduce the tıenchant manner in ııhich lıe put 
foıtvard the pıopo&ilion. He saıd : “ I hat e exanıiııed 
the so called communal questıon througîı the telescope 
and, if theıe ıs notlnng, nhat can you see.” It appears 
to us that ıt ıs the height of dıshonesty to nıove a reso* 
lutioıı wıth the&e pıenıises. If tlıere is ııo nıınority 
questıon, why pıoceed to pass a ıesolutıon ? WIıy not 
.State that tlıeıe ıs no mınorıty question. Tlıis is not tlıe 
hıst time that Pandit Jaıvalıaılal Nehıu has expressed 
his conıplete inability to understaııd or see the communal 
question. When ıeplyıııg to a statemeııt of Mr. Jiıınah, 
he leîteıated his convictioıı tlıat iıı spite of his Jbcst 
endeavouı to undeıstaııd \vhat Mı. Jinnah wanted, he 
could not get at what he \vanted. He seems to thınk 
that with the Communal Auard tthich the Congıes*, has 
opposed, the seats in the Lcgıslatuıe lıave heconıc 
nssiıred and noıv nothing remains to be done. He ıepeats 
the offensive statement that the Communal A^aıd is 
merely a problem cıeated by the middle or upper classes 
for the sake of a fcw seats in the Legislature or appoint* 
merte in Goveıcuueut service ar far MiaUtecial posi* 
tions. We slıould like to teli Pandit Jauaharlal Nehru 
tlıat he has completely misunderstood tlıe position of 
the Mıısîim minorİty and it is a mattcr of iııtense pain 





v 99 


of Augıist, 1942, and thereafter the vvork of arrests cofıtınued 

.from. day to day on an .increasing scale tıll.the nuraber of 

arrests reached över a lakh.by the .end of September 42,. A 
Gongress and allied organisations were declared; unla'vvtai;. 
Their. offices and property were forfeıted and ■ forcıbly taken 
possession of. Ali public meetings .and processıons 
were prohibited. Strongest . restrictions _ were placed 
on the-publication of news and'- vıeıvş, ın- the neıvspa- 
pers. Över 90 nationalist ne\vspapers ceased pubfıcatıons 
and others were publishing nevvs and view.s only authorısed 
by the Government. Mr. S. A. -Brelvi, in his speech_ as the 
Ghairman of the 3rd Session öf Ali India Neıvspapers Edıtors 
Confereııce at Madras, summarised thıs as belo\v . .• 

“The Press in India \vas confronted wıth a great crısıs 
when the. Government sought to control muzzle and 
hümiliate it in. a manner familiarized to us by the A azış 

and tlıe Fascists. •••-.' - - , U ' A 

“A number öf ne\vspapers. has been suppressed or had. 
.suspe.nded publication as a result of tlıe new restrictıons -öx 
the manner in vvhich they \vere applied. The^most haımful 
use made of these restrictions was to deny publıcıty to statc- 
ments and reports supporting the İndian demand for lıee om 

and legidmatepolitical acti vity. p^r 

“Government suppressed ali ne\vs ıegardıng 
Bhansali’s fast and imposed draconian restrictıons ou .tlıe 
publication of news and comments about Gandhıjı s iast. 
Bhansali \vas neither a detenu nor a prısoner. As a lıee 

Citizen he. was entitled to undertake a fast. . . •. 

“The most obnoxious feature of tlıe ,executıve hıglı- 
handedness was that the pains and penalties of the Uefence 
of India Rules were repuisitioned to prevent the Press even 
from informing the public that it had been gagged. J 

Curfeıv Orders \vere promulgated in the cities and \vere 
•observed very cruelly. Ali attempts of the people, hoıvever, 
peaceful and non-violent, to.take out processıons and hold 
public meetings ıvere strongly and brutally foıled by heLP 
and the military. The use of tear-gas, lathı-charges and firıngs 
ıvas resorted to freely and indiscriminately. The very firşt day 
on 9th August fıring was done at Bombay, Ahmedabad and 
Pooiıâ. Thereafter the business of fınng became the 
of the day. Most of the big cities, ,towns, and even vdlages 
had a taste of firing done indiscriminately and ıvantonlj. A 
these suffocating restrictions and deprıvıng of tlıe P e op|e^ f 
ali their legitimate and peaceful civic rıglıts besıdes excıtın e 
and provocating treatment of the indıvıdual .Governmen 
Officials, particularly of poliçe and the nnlıtary, could not 
be tolerated by the people lying down. Ali thıs acted and 
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reacted on the people very strongly. Tlıeir first action Avas 
the direct outcorae of the general and whole-saIe arrests 
which was nothing else but observance of peaceful Hartals 
and attempt to take out peaceful processions and to hold mass 
public meetings. But they \vere not allowed even to do this 
and were violently and forcibîy compelled to desist from 
taking out processions and holding meetings. İn the attempts 
of dispersing the non-violent and peaceful crowds of the 
innocent people, who came out to express tlıeir feelings on 
the arrests of their leaders, the poliçe hnd mİlitary used their 
utmost force of vioîence by resorting to the use of tear-rras 
free-1 athi*charges and firing. At this the people felt compell- 
ed and provoked to persist in their attempts \vith greater 
resıstance. Acts of vioîence on the part of the people were 
the result of the provocation and excitement caused to tlıem 
by the Government. The subsequent İncİdents shaping like 
the general movement in the country were the “natural and 
spontaneous outbursts” of the people on the doİngs öf the 
Government. This contention is proved by the facts ıvhiclı 
• a /V Ve mı a ? c P* cd rat , her P ub ^shed by the Government 
itsel t. The mfe rence dratvn by the Government from the 
facts and lıappenings tlıat this contention is "countered” İs 
ant * docs not stand to reason and facts. 
\/hıle the Government took the offcnsive as against' the 
contemplated movement by the Congress and Gandhiji 
fol mvmg the dıctum and policy tlıat ''the most efîectıve 
d e fence ıs to take the oflensive first." The people were Jeft 

hıînr^ U th!f.?^? a î d any d . eflI ? ite programme and instruetions 
hence they dıd what struck tlıem feasible and possible at the 

,h„c the m °^ nt * The >v vere excited «nd provoked 

and thus ive re drıven to such acts wlıich they wou!d have 
rll CT J V r ‘ ontem P lated to d0 in the ordinary circumstanccs. 
The students were undoubtedly most excited and most 
-T- cIas h started from the cities and then it procced- 
ed to the toıvns and vıllages. The conditions and circums- 
tances, as were created by the sudden oflensive of the 
^mihr Tbr ’ ı' Ve » C 5İmilar - the reaction was also 

S uî S 1,0Ut , the COUntr >** Thc P e °Ple's objects of 
attack nere thc pohce stations, RIy. stations and other 
Goıcrnment Oftıces besides cutting of Telegraph \Vires 

RoadTanrf m™* tcm P crin ^ wİth the perma bent 

*n »1 d r • and RatIwa >' ^cks. But al! this was done 
ın a şort of cxcıtcmcnt on a country-u idc seâle, of coursu 

SnS& k ,T, d . 0ne «“"A and intenselythan 
m the o.hers. But ali this tvas done in a most disorganised and 

he U h, Th’ t,aCkcd ! raini ^ a " d cven expert Sdriwo? 
!,eIp * Thc «lamage done to the Government property 
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under above lıeadş was almost nominal as compared to 
size and extent of the Country and the excitement in 
the people.» This şho\vs. and clearly proves that there 
were absolutely no preparations, no pre*planning 
and no pre-arrangements. Ali what was done was 
at tlıe spur of the moment and by the mobs either consisting 
of the villagers or the students. No döubt as the people as 
a whole were tired of the British. rule and its policy in İndia 
so they desired to paralyse the administration but certainly 
they had hbsolutely no preparation for it and had no equip- 
ment, implements, instruments and armament. They ran 
a difîerent race in a hap-hazard manner as they were provoked 
to do so by the Government and its revolt-exciting and 
blood-boiling policy. It was ali done in a blind manner 
\vith a sheer force of. number, excitement and sentiment but 
certainly not under any \vell-guided İeadership, plan, or 
policy. İt \vas no movement, no strategy, no warfare and 
no organised ' action of any şort, violent or non-violent. It 
was merely the resultant of a "Spontaneous outburst” of 
the suppressed people ona highly exciting proyocation and 
slıock given by the Government through ,their -policy and 
conduct. The responsibility for ali this primarily, directly 
and largely rests on the Government of İndia. ' - 

We quote belo\v, the facts and; figures supplied; by the 
Government themselves about their alleged losses .by the 
people in the whole of İndia and throughout the uprising or 
so called disturbances :— : 

Losses of the Government 
; : ; A—PROPERTY 

I—Railways 

1. Rolling Stock 

2. T rack , • : ; 

3. ŞtatioD buildings 

4. Âncilliary Eqüipment 

■ . Rs. 42 lakhs, ’ 

The maximüm destruction \vas done to the- E.I.R. mnd 
B. & N.W.R., the replacement and recönstfuction ; of the 
former will cost’ oVer Rs. 12. lakhs and öf-the latteı* över 
Rs. 14 lakhs. By the end öf December 1942* 318 Statıons 
were attacked, many-were bıirnt and others were \vholly 
oi* partially destroyed. There were 59 ^derailments, involv* 
ing many passenger trains,-out of ali, 3 were bad cases in 
which 27 persons were killed and 112 injured. öf course 
all of them were Indians.’ Besides tlierö \yere late 'tfainş 
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or iıo trains at aH'uptıll November when normal trâffiu 
svas resumed. 

II—Post Offices .' 

895 post offices raided, 57'completely destroyed and 252 
seriously damaged. 

(a) Loss of Cash ete. about R s . 2 lakîıs. 

(bj Loss of furnitare ete. 1 


Rs. 3 lakhs. 

III—Treasury 

Treasury looted at Ram Teli (C.P.) Rs. 3^. lakhs. 

Thus we take in round figures. The hetual losses of 
the Government in tlıeir o\vn \vords were of about Rs. 50/* • 
lakhs maximum. . ' 

LIFE : ■ 

I. 53 Government ser\'ants wcrel<il!ed. 

II. As regards injuries sustained by the Government 
servants, no definite figüre İs mentioned by the Government. 

Besıdes the above figures folloıving are the salient facts 
as reported by the Government about the activities -of the 
people during this uprising, revolt or disturbance, cali it as 
you plcase :— 


>wd varying from 500 to 10,000 marehed upon a 
ıtıon or a post officc or a raihvay statıon attackinc 
destroyıntr records and in mnnt. ® 


“A cro\vd 

poliçe station ora post oıuccora raihvay station attackinc 
off.cıals, destroyıng records and in roany cases setting 
bmldıngs on fire. In quelling riots lıundreds of policemen 
suflered injuries from brick*bats and bottles. 

İN BIHAR 

A passenger train was stopped at Fatvah by a croıvd 
ın "lııclı two Air forcc officers happemrd to be travclling. 
riıc crowd promiscd to spare their life if they surrendered 
theır arms. The officers agreed only to be brutally hacked 
to death. Theır bodıes \vere paraded througlı the toıvn and 
later thrmvn ınto a river.’* ; 

"İn Monglıyr district, vîlİagers surrounded a plane w!ıich 
u ı Cn f.9 \ n a rivcr * offerCtl to roıv the survtvors to 
ihe bank ıf they surrendered their arms. The vietîms' 
rusted thecrmvd, wlıo having rcduced them to defcncc- 
jessness, pounced upon them; hvo survivors who jumpcd 
ınto the nver \vere bcaten to death \vith lathîs. 

Attcmpts İn BUıar cost poliçe Offıcerp their Jıvcs at Katra, 
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Minapur, Singhai. Rupalİ and Sarath, and similarly thelives 
of the Sub-Divisional Officer, Sitamari, and his party. 

On August 16, an armed mob of 4,00c)- 1 - about- a thousand 
of whom marched in regular formation—attacked the Minâpore 
poliçe station, seriously nrounding- a Sub-lnspector, and 
îniuring several constables on duty. The Sub-lnspector was 
beaten and disarmed, tied to- a -pole and throvm ınto a fire 
\vhich was already consuming the station. The tortured 
officer craıvled'out of the fire, but was beaten \vıth lathıs, 
throıvn-back into the flames and pinııed in the fire wıth poles 


and lathis.” ’ ; , ’ 

•‘‘A Similar horrible outrage took place at Rupalı poliçe 
station. A mob of 10,000 to 12,000 attacked a station and 
stoned the poliçe staff, inclüding a junior. Sub-lnspector and 
the constables ..on duty. Kerosene oıl \vas poured on the . 
poliçe station and the r pol'ıcemen were consıgned to 

the flames.” .• 1 \ 

“An armed mob looted the Silk Instıtate, * r r • 

: “In district İMonghyr, five persons accused of theft were 
produced before a panchayat court \vhich prömptly delivered 
judgment. The ûngers of-their right hands were cut off, 
three men -lost an eye each and some were branded wıtlı hot 
irons. İn Gaya district, t\vo burglars tried by â self-constıtuted 
court were condemned to death and killed on the spot. 

. “A puiari of a temple in Bihpur in Bhagalpur district, 
suspected of being a poliçe spy, was done to, death on 

November 30.”’• •. . ., 

“Six hundred prisoners mutımed ın Bhagalpur Jaıl on- 
September 4th. - A deputy superintendent, the cardıng master 
and a ıvarder. lost their lives in this affaır and theır bodıes 
were burnt. Extensive danıage \vas also done to the jaıl 

factory, \vhich was set on .fire,” • .. . 

•. Mr. Jaglal Chaudhury, who had been a Congress Mınıster 
from 1937 to 1939, and who was one of Mr. Gandhi’s trusted 
men,. personally instigated the burning of â poliçe•= station 
in the Saran district and during the attack urged the ■ cro\vd 
to tie up the Sub-lnspector .in a sack and thro\v hım ınto the 
river.' This same .Minister.made' plansan resist. troops ;.wıth 
spears, lighted- torches'- and boiling oih • He has been tried’ 
and sentenced to ten y.ears imprisonment, the sentence. being 
revievved and upheld by a Judge of the Patna Hıg ı Court. _ 
“Ther e w as an attack on the poliçe station of Mınapur ın 
Muzzaffarpur district on August 16th. by nn armed mob of 
fouı* or five thousand men. They looted and burnt. the 
poliçe-station, assaulted the officers and constables and buınt 
the Sub-lnspector alive. There is no doubt vyhatever fchat 
these. abts.- ’vrere :fjerp'etrated -lir ^the nâme öf. ille ^,-Öngre'ss. 
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Leadıng members of the mob were shouting Congress stogans 
and carrymff Congress flags. The main accused, who \vas 
responstble lor holding the Inspector do\vn in the fire (and 
who has been sentenced to death) was *seen hoistİng a 
Congress fiag on the roof of the thana ; this was an exhibii in 
thecase. At the conclusion of the judgment in discussino 
he ınterpretatıon of section 121 of the İndian Penal Code 
(\vagıng war against the King-Emperor) the Judge observed : 

“ *?. a matter oi coöimon knotvledge that the object of the 
recent dısturbances and risings throughout the country was 
to paralyse the administration and to compel the Government 
to submıt to the demands of the indian National Congress. 

ORISSA 

"İn Balasora district a body of armed poliçe who had 
göne to make somc arrests tlıere found themselves confronted 
° U [ 0r five thousa nd persons, wlıohad been 
moUhsed by the soanding of conch-shells from village to 
la eas tİKipchttparty approached. They disobeyed an 
order to dısperse and the poliçe had to öpen fire, ultımately 
causıng 2 d or 26 dçaths and about 5ü injuries.” * 

, A oıob of l'OOO killed a forest guard öf Jeypore State 
and ınjured loother servantsand a magistrate,” 

CENTRAL PROVINCES 

"On August 16, a mob attacked the poliçe station at Aslıti 
demandıng tlıe surrender of the thana. The poliçe were 
compellcd to öpen fire in self-defence, but were overpowertd 
jvhen theır small stock of ammunit on gave out A Sub 
Inspector ^vasstoned to death, and one head con table and . 

burntXe^rL C r remUrd X e f* Ha ! f ’ dead con S tabIes\v" re 

constable'escıner^ 1 ^^? 116 ' ° n J y one lıead «nstable and One 
constab e tscaped. The same day at Clıimur, a mob of thou* 
sands stormed the rest-house kiIHng the sub-diîisSl maX 
tnıtc and leavtng the naıb*telısiJdar nearly dead. Tlıe rest* 

er the r ^. UrC "'"e set ^ter, in an encîun* 
ÎvonnH^ .P° h ce, a Sub-Inspector and a constable vere 

2s*r. , arme f “rtice T, ır t b s s 

to deathudd a I 10 ”-,''' Was 51111 »Uve, was done 

ma«i^rate*s Ikmİ’iv^ 0 ” 61 * d , nd us antl tllc sub-dtvisional 
Cnt'toashes/- WC UmWn ,nto «rt-hou« and 

Nngpur?’* 8anS saCİ<eti a Inspcctor’s bungalov at 

Hftfcttn miles frdm Nagpüı» ön th*i Bhandat'a tV>ad, i 
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As far as I can ıııake out lıom yoıır letter aıul tlıe 
enclosuıes you lıave sent, yon w isli to discuss tlıc fol- 
.loıviııg nıattcrs : 

1. Tlıe Foıırleen Poiııts forımılalcd by llıe Muslini 
League in 1929. 

2. The Congıess slıoııld %vithdraw ali opposilioıı to 
tlıe Connnunal Auaıd and slıoııld not descrihe 
it as a ııegalion of ııalioııalism. 

3. The slıare of tlıe Musliıııs in tlıe State Services 
slıoııld he defıııilely fixed in tlıe Coııstilutioıı by 
slatutory enactmeııl. 

4. Müslim Persoııal Law and cultuıe slıoııld he 
guaraııteed by Stalute. 

■5. The Coııgress should lake in lıand tlıe agilalion 
in connection ıvitlı tlıe Slıalıidganj Mosque and 
slıoııld ııse ils moral pressure to enable tlıe 
Muslims to gain possessioıı of tlıe moscpıe. 

•6. The Muslims’ right to cali Azan and perform 
religious ceremonies should not be feltered in 
any ıvay. 

7. Muslims should bave freedom to perform cow- 
slaughter. 

-8. Müslim majorîties in tlıe Provinces, \vhere such 
majorities exist at preseni, must not be affected 
by any territorial redistribııtion or adjustments. 
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9 The Bande Mataıam soııg slıould he gı\eıı up 

10 Muslıms avant Urdu to be tlıe ııatıonal hnguage 
of Indıa and they desıre to Iıave statutoıy 
guarantees tlıat tlıe use of Utdu slıall not be 
curtaıled or damaged 

11 Müslim representatıon m tlıe local bodıes slıould 
be governed by tlıe pımcıples underl>mg tlıe 
Communal Aıvard, tlıat ıs separate electoıates 
and populatıon strength 

12 Tlıe tıı colour flag slıould be clıanged or, alter 
natıvel), the flag of tlıe Müslim League slıould 
be gnen equal ımportance 

13 Recognıtıon of the Müslim League as the one 
authorıtatıve and ıepre»entatıve organızatıon of 
Indıan Muslıms 

14 Coalıtıon mınıstrıes 

It ıs further stated tlıat tlıe formula e\ol\ed Iı> 
you and Babu Rajendra Prasad ııı 1915 dots not «atısfy 
the Muslıms ııoı\ and notlııng on tlıo«t lıııcs ıvıll «atı*.f> 
them 

Jî ıs added thal the İJ$t gnen aboıe ı« not a coııı 
plete lı«t and tlıat ıt can he augmented b> tlıe addıtıon 
of furtlıer ‘ demand« ’ Not hnmvıng tlıe^c possıblc and 
tınhmıted addıtıons I can ııothıng about thcrıı But 
I slıould lıke to deal auth the \anoti' nntters spccıficall) 
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mentioned and to indicate what the Congress attitude 
has been in regard to them. 

But before considering them, the political and 
economic background of the free India we are working 
foı* has to he kept in mind, for ultimately that is the ' 
controlling factor. Some of these matters do not arise 
in considering an indepeııdent India or take a particular 
shape or have little importance. We can discuss them 
in terms of Indian independence or in terms of the 
British dominance of India continuing. The Congress 
naturaly thiııks in terms of independence, though it 
adjusts itself occasionally to the pressure of transitional 
and temporary phases. It is thus not interested in 
amendments to tlıe present constitution, bııt aims at its 
removal and its substitution by a constitution framed 
by the people through a Coııstituent Assembly. 

Another matter has assumed an urgent and vital 
significance and tlıis is the exceedingly critical interna- 
tional situation and the possibility of waı*. This must 
concern India greatly and affect her struggle for free- 
dom. Tlıis must therefore he considered tlıe goveming 
factor of the situation and almost everything else 
becoıııes of secondary importance, for ali our efforts 
and petty arguments will he of little avail if tlıe very 
foundation is upset. Tlıe Congress has clearly and 
repeatedly laid down its policy in the event öf such a 


8 
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crısıs and stated tlıat ıt vrıll be no party to ımperıalıst 
war The Congress wıll very gladly and ıvıllıngly co- 
operate wıth the Müslim League and ali otlıeı organı- 
zatıons and ındıvıduals ın the furtherance of thıs polıcy. 

I have carefully looked thıough the vaııous matteis 
to whıch you have drawn attentıon ın your letter and 
ıts enclosures and I find tlıat tlıeıe ıs notlııng ın them 
■uhıclı refers to oı touclıes the economıc demands of 
the masses or afFects the ali ımportant questıons of 
poverty and unemployment For ali of us ın Indıa 
these are the \ıtal ıssııes and ıınless some solutıoıı ıs 
found for them, we functıon ın \aın Tlıe tjuestıou of 
State Services, hoı\soever ımpoıtant and ı\orth> of con- 
sıdeıatıon ıt miglıt be, afFects a very small numbeı of 
people The peasantry, uıdustrıal ısorhers, artısans and 
petty slıop heepers form the vast majorıty of the popu* 
latıon and tlıey are not ımpro\ed m any ı\ay by aıı> 
of the demands lısted above Tlıeır mtercsts slıould 
be paramount 

Matıy of the ‘demands’ mvohe changes of the 
constıtutıon -nhıclı \\e are ııot ın a posıtıon to brıng 
about Even ıf some suclı clıanges are desırable ın 
themsehes, ıt ıs not oıır polıcy to press for minör con- 
stıtutıoml changes. Wc ıvant to do awc) complcfcl) 
'îvıtlı the present constıtution and rcplace ıt h> another 
for a free Indıa. 
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Iıı Üıe saıne Avay tlıe desire for statulory guaranlees 
iııvolves constituLioııal clıanges tvhiclı Ave caııııot give 
•edeci lo. AH Ave can do-is lo slale llıat in a future coıısli- 
tution for a free Iııdia Ave Avaııt certaiıı guaranlees lo be 
incorporaled. \Ve ]ıave done llıis in rögar d to religious, 
.cultural, liııguislic and ollıer riglıls of minorities in the 
Karaclıi resolulion on Fundameıılal Riglıls. We Avould 
like tlıese fundameıılal riglıls lo be nıade a parL of llıe 
«conslitution. 

I iioav deal avîIİi llıe A r arious mallers lisled above. 

1. The Fourteeıı Poinls, I had ihouglıt, Avere some- 
what oul of dale. Many of their provisions haA 7 e been 
^İA’eıı effect to by tlıe Commmıal AAvard and in ollıer 
Avays, soıııe ollıers are enlirely acceptable to the Con- 
gress ; yet otlıers require constitutional clıanges Avlıiclı, 
-as I lıaA 7 e mentioned aboA 7 e, are beyond our present 
competence. Apaıt from tlıe matlers covered by tlıe 
'Communal AAvard and those iıiA r olving a clıange in tlıe 
-constitııtion, one or tıvo matters remain Avhiclı give rise 
to differences of opinion and Avhiclı are stili likely to 
lead to considerable argument. 

2. The Congress has clearly stated its attitude 
toAvards tlıe Communal Aıvard, and it comes to this that 
ît seeks alteratioııs oııly on the basis of mutual consent 
-of the parties concerned. I do not understand how any 
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one can take objectıon to this attitude and polİcy. If 
aıe asked to describe the Award as not being anti- 
. national, that would be patently false. Even apaıt fronı 
■\vhat it gives to various groups, its ıvhole basis and 
structure are anti-national and come in the way of the 
development of national unity. As you know it gives 
an overvvhelming and wlıolly ıındeserving weiglıtage 
to the European elements in certain parts of India. If 
wo think in terms of an independent India, we cannot 
possibly fit in this Award witlı it. It is true that ıınder 
stress of circumstances we lıave sometimes to accept as 
a temporary measure some tlıing that is on the face of 
it anti-national. It is also true that in the ınatters gov- 
emed by the Communal Award we can only fınd a 
satisfactory and abiding solution by the consent nntl 
good-wiIl of the parties concemed. That is the Coııgress 
policy. 

3. The fıxing of the Muslims’ share in tlıe State 
Services by statutory enactmcnt necessarily involves tiıe 
fıxing of the sîıarcs of other groups and coınmunitics 
similarly. Tlıis would nıean a rigid and conıpartmcntal 
State structure which will impedc progrcss and develop¬ 
ment. At the same time it is gencrally admİllcd that 
State appointments slıould be fairly and adequately 
distrilıuted and no community shotıld lıave cause to 
complain. It is far betler to do this by convcntion and 
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agreeıııent. Tlıe Coııgress is Tully alive to tlıis issııe 
and desires lo nıeel ihe ıvislıes of varioııs groups iıı tlıe 
fullesl measure so as lo give lo ali minorily commuııilies, 
as slaled in No. 11 of tlıe Fourleeıı Poinls, “aıı 
adequate slıare in ali llıe Services of tlıe Slale and in 
local self-governiııg bodics haviııg due regard lo the 
requiremenls of efficiency/’ The Slale loday is becomiııg 
more and nıore leclnıical and deıııands cxperl kııoıvledge 
in its varioııs deparlmenls. It is riglıt llıal, if a conı- 
munily is backıvard in llıis leclnıical and expert knoıv- 
ledge, special efiforls slıoııld be made lo give it tlıis 
-education lo bring il ııp lo a lıiglıer level. 

I uııderstand tlıat at tlıe Unity Confereııce lıeld 
.at Allahabad in 1933 or llıereabouls, a mutually satis- 
faclory solution of tlıis question of State Services was 
arrived at. 

4. As regards protection of cıılture tlıe Coııgress 
has deçlared its \villingness to embody llıis in tlıe 
fundamenlal laws of llıe constitution. It has also 
deçlared tlıat it does not wislı to interfere in any way 
with the personal law of any commımity. 

5. I am considerably surprised at the suggestioııs 
tlıat the Coııgress should take in hand tlıe agitation in 
•connection with the Shahidgunj mosqııe. Tlıat is a 
nıatter to be decided either legally or by mutual agree- 
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merıt. The Congress prefers in ali suclı nıatters tlıe 
v>ay of mutual agreement and its Services can always- 
be utilised foı* this purpose v'here there is no opening 
for them and a desire to this effect on tlıe part of tlıe 
parties concemed. I am glad tlıat tlıe Premier of tlıe 
Punjab has suggested tlıat this is the only satisfactory 
v ay to a solution of the problem. 

6. The right to perform religiotıs ceremonies 
should certainly be guaranteed to ali communities. Tlıe 
Congress resolution about this is quite clear. I know 
nothing about tlıe particular incident relating to a 
Punjab village vdıich has been referred to. No doubt 
many instances can be gatlıered together from various 
parts of India vdıere petty ınterferences take pîace wîth 
Hindu, Müslim or Sikli ceremonies. Tlıese lıave to be 
tactfully dSalt vrith vlıerever tlıey arise. But tlıe prin- 
ciple is quite clear and slıould be agreed to. 

7. As regards coıv-slauglıler there has bcen a 
great deal or entırely false and unfounded propaganda 
against the Congress suggesting tlıat the Congress was 
going to stop it forcı’bly by Iegislntion. Tlıe Congress 
does not wîsh to undertake any legislative aetion in tbis 
matter to restrict the established rights of tlıe Müslim?. 

8. Tlıe qucstion of territorîal dîstrİlnıtion lıa« not 
arisen in any vay. If any vrhen it arîses it mu c t he* 
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deall ıvitlı on llıe hasis of ıııulual agreement of the 
paılies coııcerned. 

9. Regardiııg llıe Bande Mataram soııg llıe 
\Vorking Commillce issued a loııg slalement in Oclobeı* 
lasl lo ıvlıiclı I \vould invite your allenlioıı. Firsl of 
ali. it has lo he remembered llıat no fornıal nalioııal 
antlıem has heen adopted hy llıe Congress al any time. 
It is true. lıoıvever, llıal tlıe Bande Mataram song has 
heen intimately associated vrilh Indian nationalism for 
ıııore tlıan llıirty years and numerous associalions of 
sentiment and sacrifice lıave gatlıered round it. Popu¬ 
lar songs are not made to order, nor can tlıey he sııccess- 
fully imposed. Tlıey grow out of puhlic sentiment. 
Dııring ali tlıese llıirty or more years the Bande Mataram 
song was ııever coıısidered us having any religious signi- 
ficance and was trealed as a nalioııal song in praise of 
Iııdia. Nor, lo rny knowledge, was any ohjectioıı taken 
to it except on political groımds hy the Government. 
Wlıen ho\vever some ohjections were raised, the Work- 
ing Committee carefully considered the matter and 
uîtimately decided to recommend tlıat certain stanzas, 
ıvhich contained certain allegorical references, might 
not be ıısed'on national platforms oı* occasions, The 
two stanzas that have been recommended by the 
Working Committee for use as a national song have not 
a woı*d or a phrase. whiclı can offend anyhody ffom any 
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poınt of vıew and I am surprısed tlıat any one can object 
to them. They raay appeal to some more tlıan 
to otheıs. Some may prefer another natıonal song. 
But to compel large nunıbers of people to gıve up nhat 
tlıey have long valued and groıvn attaclıed to ıs to cause 
needless hurt to tjıecı and ınjure the natıonal motemeııt 
ıtself. It would bo ımpropeı for a natıonal orgaııısa* 
tıon to do tlııs. 

10. About Urdu and Hindi I have preuously 
ıvrıtten to you and have also sent you my pamphlet on 
“ The questıon of laııguage ” Tlıe Congress lıas 
declaıed ın favouı of guarantees for languages and 
culture I nant to encourage ali tlıe great pıourıcıal 
languages of Indıa and at the same time to mahe 
Hındustanı, as ıvrıtten both m nagrı and Urdu scripts 
tlıe natıonal language. Botlı scrıpts should be offîcıally 
recognısed and the choıce should be left to tlıe people 
concerned In fact tlııs polıcy ıs bemg pursued hy tlıe 
Congress Mmıstries. 

11 Tlıe Congress has long bcen of opînıon thal 
joint eleetorates are preferahle to sepimle cîcctorntcs 
from the point of \ıe\\ of natıonal ııuitj and harmanıous 
co operatıon bctneeıı the dıflcreııt comnııınîtics. Bul 
joint eîecloratcs, ın order to ha\c real \ahıe, nıu s t not be 
împo«ed on ımuillihg groups. ITenec tlıe Congros is 
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•quile clear tlıat tlıcir inlroduclion slıould depeııd on iheir 
acceplaııce by llıe people eoncerııed. This is llıe policy 
.tlıat is beiııg pursued by llıe Congress Minislries in regard 
to Local bodies. Receıılly in a bili dealiııg \vitb local 
bodies inlroduced in tbc Bombay Assembly, separale 
electorales nere maintained bul an oplioıı \vas giveıı to 
llıe people concerned lo adopl a joiııl eleclorale, i£ llıey so 
■chose. Tlıis principle seems lo be in exacl accordance 
n'itlı No. 5 of tlıe Fourleen Points, whiclı lays down 
ibal “ Repıesentation of comıııunal groups sball con- 
tinue lo be by ıneans of separale eleclorate as at preseni, 
provided tlıat il sball be öpen to aııy communily, al any 
time, lo abandon its separate eleclorale in favouı* of 
joint eleclorate.” It surprises me tlıat llıe Müslim 
League groııp in tlıe Bombay Assembly slıould Iıave 
•opposed tlıe Bili with its optioııal clause altlıouglı tlıis 
•carried out tlıe very policy of llıe Müslim League. 

May I also point out tlıat in tlıe resolution passed 
by tlıe Müslim League in 1929, at llıe time it adopted 
the Fourteen Points, it was stated tlıat “ tlıe Mussalmans 
will not consent to joint electorates unless Sind is 
actually constituted into a separate province and reforms 
İn fact are introduced in tbe N.W.F. Province and 
Baluclıistan on the same footing as in otlıer provinces.” 
Since then Sind has been separated and the N.W.F. 
Trövirice has been placed on a .level with other pro- 
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vıııces. So faı as Baluchıstan ıs concemed tlıe Coııgıesa 
ıs conımıtted to a levellmg up of tbıs area ın tlıe sarne 
way. 

12. The natıonal trı-colouı flag w as adopted 
oııgmally ın 1929 by tlıe Coııgress af ter full and caıeful 
consultatıon wıtlı emınent Müslim, Sikli and o tlıe ı 
leadeıs. Obvıously a countıy and natıonal movement 
must lıave a natıonal llag ıepresentıng tlıe natıoıı and 
ali commumtıes ın ıt. No communal flag can repıesent 
the natıon. If ^ve dıd not possess a natıonal llag ııo\v 
’ive would have to evolve one. The preseni National 
Flag had ıts colouıs oııgmally selected m order to 
repeıesent tlıe varıous commumtıes, but A\e dıd not İlke 
to lay stıess on tlııs communal aspect of colours. 
Aıtıstıcally I thııık tlıe combınatıon of oıange, iv bite 
and green bas resulted m a flag ıvlııch ıs probably tlıe 
most beautıful of ali natıonal flags. Foı tlıesc many 
jears ouı flag has been ıısed and ıt has spıead to tlıe 
remotest vıllage and bıouglıt lıope and couıage and a 
sense of ali Indıa unity to our masses It has becıı 
associated with gıeat sacrifices on tlıe part of our pcople, 
ineluding Hindııs, Muslims and Sıkhs, and many ha\c 
sufFered latlıî blo\\s and imprisonment and e\cn dcatb 
in defending ît from insult or injury. Tbus a poucrfııl 
sentiment has groun up ın its fa\our. On ımuımcrable 
occasions Maulana Mohamed Ali, Mnulnna Slmuknt 
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Ali and many leaders ol the Müslim League today have 
associated themselves witlı tlıis flag and emphasised its 
virtues and significance as a symbol of Indian unity. It 
lıas spread outside the Congress ranks and heen gene- 
rally recognised as the flag of the nation. It is difficult 
to understand how any one can reasonably object to it 
now. 

Communal flags canııot obviously take its place' 
for that can only mean a hoşt of flags of various com- 
munities being used together and thus emphasising our 
disunity and separateness. Communal flags might be 
used for religious functions but they have no place at 
any national functions or över any public building 
meant for various communities. 

May I add that during tlıe past few months, on 
several occasions, the National Flag has been insulted 
by some members of volunteers of the Müslim League. 
This has pained us greatly but ive have deliberately 
avoided anything in the nature of coııflict in order not 
to add to communal bitterness. We have also issued 
sti'ict orders. and they have been obeyed, that no inter- 
ference should take place with tlıe Müslim League Flag, 
even tlıough it might be inappropriately displayed. 

13. I do not understand Vvlıat is meant by our 
recogııilion öf the Müslim League as tlıe one and only 
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ment. Its responsibility was solely of the Government and 
not of the people. İt was aîl an organised attempt to crush 
the people and crush tlıem'so bâdly that they may not be able 
to raise theır heads erect or even their voice, ho\vever feeble 
it may be, against the British adminıstration in Indıa. 

The flux of ali the ordinances, the.<wide and.;ştrict appli- 
cation of the D- I. Rules, the simultaneous execution of arrest* 
warrants against thousands of Congressmen which \vere 
prepared and signed much before the message öf the'"^uit 
indi a" resolution by the A. I. C.' Ç., at Bombay, and âbove ali, 
the elaborate poliçe and military arrangements'to' carry out 
ali this, at a stroke like a svvift-shock of electricity or a feat of 
Magic*show could not be done udthout full and prevîous 
preparations. The Congress actually gave out nö‘ programme 
or plan of its intended nıovenıent. Tlıere \vere no öpen or 
secret instructions for carrying out the movement.- it \vas to 
be developed and devised according tu theneeds and circums- 
tânces and more correctly was to be revealed to Gandhiji at 
the proper time. But the Government was not depending -on 
futu re revelations nor was \vaiting for the futu re development 
of the situation. Tltey had a wcll-decided and carefully chalked 
out and workcd-out plan on vvhich they started tlıcir' ■ attack on 
the Congress. 

Here, we quote belovv, from a speech of Mr. K. C. Neo^y 
in Central Assembly, in September, 1942, demanding an 
cnquiry into allcgations of “excesses committed by the poliçe 
and the military:— ' 

"1 lıave asked for a Committee of cnquiryand I üııderstand 
tlıat the Government are in no mood to concede this demand. 

I must say tlıat 1 was not quite unprepared “for this attitude 
because already we have communiques issued by the Govern- 
ments of tlıe Central Provinces and of the United Provinces 
fırmly taking their stand on tlıe point and stating ■ tlıat in the 
casc of the Central Provinces Government they iıa!vc no 
intention of holding a judicia] or any otlıer enquıry into the 
measures which lıave so far been taken to restore order and 
thatanysuch measure wou!d only tend to afTect the morale 
of tlıe forces employed to counter the disturbances; I have 
already given to tlıe House an idea of the technique wlıich 
they adopt to counter tlıese disturbances. The Central 
I rovınces Government have göne onc better. They 'have 
refused permission to tlıe Higlı Court Bar Associalion to iıold 
a non-oflıcial enquiry in regard to tlıe poliçe e.vcesscs wlıich 
they wnnted to İıold. 

, case ^ ıe ^ nıte ^ Provinces Government, tlıey say 

tnat rtıc morale of tlıe potice is higlı,”—of course, it is high 
as you lıave already seen from the various İnstnnccs to whİch 
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I have dı*awn attention of the: House—the Inspector • General 
of Poliçe has given them the watchword ‘Guard the people’. 
We kno\v ho\v they have been guarding the people, inciden- 
tally enriching tİıemselves and. : burning do\vn the property 
belonging to people. İn order to avoid any possibility of 
misunderstanding the United Provinces communique says that 
the United Provinces Government wislıes to make it quite clear 
that no public enquiry. will be held into the incidents arising 
from the disturbances. 

; The only conclusion to which one can come to from these: 
communiques is that the acts to \vhicli 1 have drawn attention 
have been deliberately done, and the same policy. has been 
pursued everywhere with the full kno\vledge and concurrence 
of these provincial administrations. If anything, these decla- 
rations made by the t\vo Provincial Governments are a direct 
encouragement : to the poliçe and the military to continue 
these outrages, these acts of, varidalism which the poliçe and 
the military have been perpetrating on innocent' people. If. 
anything, tlıis is likely to aggravate the sitnation beyond 
measure. I have no desire at ali, to.say anything, or ask the 
Government to do anything, \vbich will in any way \veaken 
their hands in regard to.any legitimate, use of force \vhich 
may be*required for the purpose of meeting the situation» But 
I shpuld like to warn the Government ; that they . have already 
allowed the situation to get out of their hands, and it is high 
time that they sought tö control their unruly hordes \vhich 
were let loose on innocent people.” • • . .• 

Vve may also quote'below :an extract from the speech of 
Mr. N. Mf Joshi in support of Mr. Neogy’s motİon 

“I cânnot absolve the Government of India* from their 
responsibility for the violerice that has taken ,place in, the 
coüntry on account of the wröng T policy which they follovved, 
in arresting the leaders of the Congress. It has- appeared 
from the speeches of the representatives . of Governriıent that 
nothing has happened between the resolution passed by the 
All-liıdia Congress Committee , at Bombay and the .violeııce 
that has taken prace. The Government should have known 
that the arrest of the leaders of the Congress had intervened ' 
betweeri ; the resolution of ;> the : All-India Congress Committee. 
and the violence. I thought that the' Members of the Govern¬ 
ment of India are honest. They would themselves admit 
- that the arrest of the Congress leaders, at ieast to some extent,‘ 
led to the violent protests by the people. \ 

; The point to be considered is thıs, that we. \vant an inqûiry ; 
into . these ; excesşes. Tlıe / Government, of India themselves, - 
\ylll not, say that. tİıere. was,no likelihood of excesses. ;The,; 
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Honourable Home Member said 3 in his ’speech the.other 
day that if there were any cases'of excesses'or İnjusticej they 
should be broüght to the notıce of the Provincial Goverrı- 
ments or of the military authoritıes \vho, İn the opiniori of 
the Government of India, \vould do justıce.. We do not 
think that either the Provincial Government or the military 
authorİties or eVen the Government of Indİa wöuld do jıastice. 
The Provincial Govemments themselves’ announced before- 
hand that there would be no public enquiry, and by making 
that announcement they gave direct encourağement tO' some 
of the excesses committed by the poliçe and the military. 

I wouId also say this, that the Government of India by giving 
full freedom to provincial Governments 'and to locaf authori- 
ties themselves encouraged the commission of some of the 
excesses which have been described and whİch lıave taken 
place in ali parts of the conntry on many occasions. 

1 feel, therefore, that the Government of India 1 should 
accept tlıis challenge by the Assembly for the findirig ou t of 
the trutlı. If the officers of the Government of India had 
done nothing wrong, the committee \vill ’ declare them'not 
guİlty ; but if they have done wrong, the committee will find 
them guiity. I do not knovv v/hether the poliçe or military 
officers wi)l be punished or not; but I am afraid that the 
lıighest authorİties responsıble for the commission of tlıese 
excesses by the poliçe and military, namely the' Provincial 
Governments of India no w cscape the consequences of. even 
tlıe decision of the Committees against them. 1 ' 

The Government opposition to any enquiry into the 
allegations of tlıe military and poliçe excesses itself. is a 
positive and strong proot of the Government responsibility 
tor the general repression in the country. 

Rai Balıadur Sri Narain Melıta in his spseclı on 23rd 
Scptember, ın the Council of State said :— 

1 İt is ncither a students’ movement nor a Congress 
movement, nor even a Fifth Column attempt to sabotage 
Inoıa s war effort. it is the desperate gesture of a nation 
before \vhom you have dangled the ofîer of politıcal freedom, 

3; nation cxaspcrated beyond the limits of lıuman patience, 
a nation that has seen the anomaly of havine to protect a 
freedom that İt does not enjoy”. 

Mr, Neogy, in his spcech of Uıe 17th Sept. in tlıe Central 
Assembly said :— 

“Tlıe reccnt disturbances are to be aseribed to many 
complex factors, ali of \vhich are not directly political in 
Charactcr and in ignoring the seetlıing discontent prevaling 
lor a long time in the country, the Government \vere unu'itting* ’ 
v htlpmg to set tlıe stage tor the violent outbtırsl vhicli Sve * 
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have wıtnessed. The general economic distress which is 
associated with British rule in India has been rapidly increas- 
ing of late. The people, a large proportion of whom normally 
in chronic State of semi-starvation,- are now faced with a 
shortage of food due to various causes some of which are 
connected with the War. Other commodities which are 
required to meet their frugal needs are getting scarcer, and 
the prices of ali articles are steadily soaring higher and higher. 
Medical help,. inadequate in the best of times, is already 
beyond the means of the vast majority of the people. While 
the very plıysical existence of the people is thus threatened, 
the thoughtless and heartless actions of a callous bureâucracy, 
while carrying out measures of evacuation involvingthousands 
of poor and ignorant people, have not certainly helped to 
create a feeling of loyalty to the Government. Complaints 
on thıs score have been heard for months past.’* 

“While the popular feeling has thus been deeply embitter* 
ed, the influx of lndian evacuees .from * Burma carrying 
tales of heartless treatment and racial humiliation on an 
unprecedented scale, has set the whole country ringing with 
denunciation of the present Government, 1 have just received 
a printed message from our Honourable colleague, Shaikh 
Rafiuddin Ahmed Siddique, of Chittagong, vvbose ill-health 
prevents his attendance here to-day, in the course of which he 
states that “the Government are doing absolutely nothing for 
the lndian evacuees \vho have no hearth and home, no food 
and no clothes. These poor people are_ \vandering in 
Chittagong with their children and wives just like nomad 
tribes and begging from door to door. Many of them are stili 
daily coming to Chittagong on foot from Burma. Their 
pitiable plight, if you could be shovvn, must have moved you 
to pity and tears. The differential treatment meted out to 
the lndian evacuees and the apathy of the Government 
towards their cause are highly deplorable. 

“It is against this background of mass discontent and 
disaffection that the decision taken by the All-India Congress 
Committee in sheer desperation, and the untovvard repercus- 
sions that followed the arrest of Congress leaders, can be 
properly examined. • , 

' “During those anxious daj's \vhen hooliganism \vas rampant 
in the lmperia’l City, fearful accounts trickles through despite 
censorship, not merely with reference to the position iri 
Delhi but also in the provinces, and there could be no doubt 
in the mind of any impartial observer that the spiritual 
successors of O’ D\vyer and Dyer, who rule the 1 ‘oost at 
New Delhi, had initiated a reign öf terror.” 

10 - • 
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or notice issued by a secretary of a Müslim League. 
This contained a list of the so-called misdeeds of the 
U.P. Government. I read this ıvith amazement for there 
ıvas not an item of tıuth in most of tlıe clıarges. I 
suppose they ıvere garnered fıom the Urdu press. 
Through the press and tlıe platform such clıarges lıave 
been ıepeated on numerous oecasıons and communal 
passions ha\e tlıus been roused and bitterness created. 
This has gııeved nıe and I ha ve sought by ıvriting to 
you and to Naıvab İsmail Khan to find a iv ay of chech- 
iııg this deploıable deterioration of our puhlic life, as 
iveli as a suıer basıs for co-operatioıı. Tlıat problem 
stili faces us and I lıope ive sîıall solve it. 

I lıave mentioned earlier in tlıis Jetler the critical 
International sıtuation and the terrible sense of impcnd- 
ing catastrophe tlıat lıaııgs oıer the ıvorld. My mind 
is obsessed ıvıtlı this and I ıvant India to realise it and 
be ready foı ali consequences, good or ili, tlıat nıay 
floıv from ıt. In this period of ıvorld crisis ali of us, 
to ıvlıateıer paıty or group ive miglıt belong and ıvlıat- 
ever our dîfferences miglıt be, haıe the primnry duty of 
holding together to protect our pcople fronı pcrİls tlıat 
miglıt encompass thenı. Our differences and argunıcııts 
seem trivial ıvhen tlıe futııre of the ıvorld and of lııdia 
hangs in the halancc. It is in the hopc tlıat ali of us ıvill 
succeed in lıuildiug tıp this larger unity in our comıtry 
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llıal I lıave ıvritten to you and otlıeıs repeatedly and 
at lengtlı. 

There is oııe small matter I slıould like to mention. 
The report of any speech at Haripura, as given in your 
letteı* and tlıe ııewspapeı* article, is not coırect. 

We lıave been corresponding for some time and 
maııy vague rumoıırs float about as to "vvhat ive have 
been saying to each otheı*. Anxious inquivies come to 
nıe and I lıave no doubt tlıat siiııilar incpıires are 
addresed to yoıı also. I tlıink tlıat we might take tlıe 
pııblic iııto our confidence now for this is a public matter 
on rvhich many are interested. I suggest therefore that 
our correspondeııce miglıt be released to tlıe press. T 
presııme you' will lıave no objection. 

Your s sincerely, 
( Sd .) Jawaharlal Nehru. 

From Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Nehru. 

Bombay, 

Dated, Apıil 12, 1938. 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, 

I anı in receipt of your letter of the 6th April, 1938. 
I am extremely obliged to you for informing me that 
you pıopose to returıı to Allahabad and shall probably 
be there for the greater part of April and suggesting 


9 
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that, if it would be convenient foı* me to conıe tlıeıe, 
we could meet, or, if it suits me betler to go to Luchnow, 
you will try to go tlıere. I am afraid that it is not 
possible for me owing to my otlier engagements, but I 
shall be in Bombay about the end of April and if it 
is convenient to you, I shall be very glad to meet you. 

As to the ıest of your letteı, it has been to me a 
most painfııl readmg. It seems to me that you cannot 
even accurately mterpret my letter, as you very Iıonestly 
say that “ your mind is obsessed with tlıe International 
sitııation and the teırible sense of impeııding catastrophe 
that hangs över the world ”, so you are thinking in tenııs 
■entırely divorced from realities tvhich face us in India. 

I can only expıess my great ıegret at your tuming and 
twısting wiıat I wrote to you and putting cntireîy a 
wroııg complexion upon the position I lıave placcd 
before you at your reguest. You ha ve form ııla ted 
ceıtain points in your letter tvhich you fatlıer tıpon m e 
to begin witlı as my proposals. I sent yon c\tracts 
from the press wlıich had recently appearcd simply 
hecause I believed you ^shen >ou repeatcdly nsscrtcd 
and appealed to me that you tvould he grateful if I 
v*ould refcr you to any recent statenıents madc in tlıe 
press or platform tvhich ^ould lıelp jou in undcrstand* 
ing nıatters. Thosc are somc of the matters vilith a re 
undoubtedly agitating Müslim India, but the rpıc-'tioıı 
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lıoıv to ıııeet tlıenı and to \vhat extent and by what means 
and methods, is the business, as I have said before, of 
every true natioııalist to solve. Whether constitutioııal 
changes are necessary, ıvhether we slıould do it by 
.agreement or conventions and so forth, are matters, 
I thought, weı*e for discussion, but I am extremely 
sorry to find tlıat yoıı have in your letter already pro- 
nounced your judgment and given your decisions on 
.a good many of tlıem with a preamble which negatives 
.any suggestion of discussion ıvhich may lead to a settle- 
ment, as you start by saying “ I was so much surprised 
to see this list as I have no idea that you wanted tö 
discuss many of tlıese matters with us ; some of tlıese 
are wholly covered by previous decisions of the Coıı- 
gress, some others are hardly capable of discussion,” 
and then you proceed to your conclusions haviııg 
formulated the points accordiııg to your own notioııs. 
Your tone and language again display the same arro- 
gance and militant spirit as if the Congress is the 
sovereign poweı* and, as an indication, you extend your 
patronage by saying that “ obviously tlıe Müslim League 
is an important communal organisation and we deal 
>with it as such, as we have to deal with ali organisations 
and individuals tlıat come within our ken. We do not 
determine the measure. of importaııce or distinctıon 
they possess ” and then you mention various other 
•organisations. Here I may add tlıat in my opinion, as 
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I ha\e publıcly stated so often, tlıat unless the Congress 
recognıses the Müslim League on a footıng of complete 
equalıty and ıs prepared as suclı to negotıate foı a 
Hindu Müslim settlement, v\e slıall Iıave to vvaıt and 
depend upon our mherent strengtlı vvhıclı vvıll “ deter- 
mme the measure of ımpoıtance or dıstınctıon ıt 
possesses *’ Havıng ıegaıd to your mentalıt) ıt ı» 
ıeally dıfficult for me to mahe you understand tlıe 
posıtıon any fuıther Of cour«e, as I ha ve saıd hefoıe, 
I do not propose to dıscııss the vaııous matters, ıefeııed 
to by you, by means of and thıouglı correspondcnce, 
a«, ın my opınıon, tlıat ıs not the vvay to tacKle tin s 
matter 

Vıtlı regard to your reference to certaın faHelıood» 
that Iıave appeared about the Congress Îit tlıe Urdu 
pıess, vvlııch, you say, Iıave astounded yoıı, and vvıllı 
ıegard to tlıe cırculaı letter referred to about the mis 
defids of the U P Government, I can evpress no opınıon 
nıtîıout ımestıgatıon, but I can gnc you number of 
faUehoods tlıat İme appeared ın the Congress pres- 
and m statements of Congressmcn vvıth regard to tlıe 
Ali Indıa Muslini League, somc of the İcaders and tlıo*-t 
v.ho are connected vvıth ıt Sımılarly I cin gıvc 
ın«taııccs of reports appcırıng m the Congress pre^ and 
apeechcs of Congressmcn vvlııth are daıly delıbcrıtelv 
nıısreprc«entıng and vıhfyıng the Müslim compo-ıtmn 
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•of tlıe Bengal, Siııd, Pııııjab, and Assam Governments 
*with a view lo break tlıose Governments, but tlıat is 
not tlıe subject matteı* of our correspondeııce and be- 
•sides no useful purpose will be served in doiııg so. 

Witlı regard to your ı*equest tlıat our correspoıı- 
•dence slıould be released lo tlıe press, I lıave no objec- 
tion provided tlıe correspondeııce belıveen ıııe and 
Mı*. Gandlıi is also published simultaııeously, as we 
botlı lıave referred to hini and his correspondeııce with 
ıııe in ours. You will please therefore obtain tlıe 
permission of Mı*. Gandlıi to tlıat effect oı*, if you wisb, 
1 will wı*ite to İlim, informing lıim tlıat you desire to 
velease tlıe correspondeııce betıveen us to tlıe press and 
1 am ıvilling to agree to it provided he agrees that the 
•correspondeııce betıveen lıim and myself is also released. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. Jinnah. 

Froııı Mı*. Nelıru to Mı*. Jiıınah. 

Allalıabad, 

Dated, April 16, 1938. 

Dear Mı*. Jinnah, 

Your letteı* of April 12th has just reached me. 

I am exceedingly sorry that aiıything that I lıave 
Avritten to you slıould have caused you pain. It seenls te 
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Le true tlıat ve approach public problem İroni different 
standpoints and inevitably I tıy to place my viev- 
point before you and seek to gain your appreciation. 
of it. To say aııything that miglıt pain you vould defeat 
my oım purpose, everı apart from its impropriety. At 
tbe same time I ove it to you and to myself to endeavour 
to place frankly before you bow my mind vorks and 
Avlıat my views are on tbe subject matter under discus- 
sion. Our vievpoints miglıt differ, but I do believe- 
that the margin of difference can be lessened by a frank 
approach on either side. I have sought to make this 
approach in ali sincerity and ıvith eveıy desire on my 
part not to say aııything that miglıt come iıı the vay. 

în my last letter I dealt vitlı tlıe various poiııts 
mentioned in the extracts you had sent me as I pre- 
sumed that, as you had dravn my attentıon to thenv 
they might to a large extent represent vhat you IıadT 
in mind. As you knov I have been tryıng to get at 
tlıese points of difference and ıvhen I saıv something 
conerete I vanted to give my reaction to it. I tried to- 
State vîıat the Congress opinîon lıas been in rcgard to 
them. There is no finality in day to day politics, 
altlıouglı certain principles are supposed to goverrr 
policies. It is for tlıe Congress, if it so chooses, to 
-vary any policy. AH I can do is to stnte vlıat the pasC 
and preseni policy is. 
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I regret tlıat you llıiıık that I wı*ile in an arrogaııt 
and militant spiril and as if I coıısidered tlıe Coııgress 
as tlıe sovereign poweı*. I arn paiııfully conscious of 
tlıe fact tlıat tlıe Coııgress is not a sovereign power and 
tlıat it is circumscribed in a lıundred ways and furtlıer 
tlıat it may lıave to go tlırouglı tlıe wildeı*ness many a 
time again before il aclıieves its objective. You lıave 
referred to my obsessioıı w illi tlıe international situation 
and the sense of inıpending catastroplıe tlıat possesses 
me. If I feel tlıat way, as I do, I can lıardly gı*ow 
complacent or imagiııe tlıat tlıe Congress is sovereign. 
But ıvîıen I discuss Coııgres policies, as a Congressman 
I can only repeat ıvlıat tlıese are and not bring in my 
own particular view on tlıe subjecl, if tlıese lıappen to 
be at variance with Congress resolutions. 

You point out to me tlıat tlıe Congress press bas 
contained numerous falselıoods in regard to the Müs¬ 
lim League and some of its leaders, as well as tlıe 
provincial govemments of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and 
Assam. I entirely agree with you that falselıoods, 
misrepresentations and insmuations are to be deprecated 
and countered wherever tlıey miglıt occur, in the Urdu, 
Hindi or English press, or whatever the political 
complexion of the newspaper. There is no such thing 
as the Congress press över which the Congress has 
control, but it is true that many newspapers generally 
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l>e true that we approach public problem from different 
standpoints and inevitably I try to place my vîew- 
point before you and seek to gain your appreciation 
of it. To say anything that might pain you would defeat 
my oıvn purpose, even apart from its impropriety. At 
the same time I owe it to you and to nıyself to endeavour 
to place frankly before you how my mind vrorks and 
what my views are on tbe subject matter under dıscus- 
sion. Our vieıvpoints might differ, but I do believe 
that the margın of difference can be lessened by a frank, 
approach on either side. I have sought to make this 
approach in ali sincerity and with every desire on my 
part not to say anything that might come in the vay. 

In my last letter I dealt wıth the various points 
mentioned in the extracts you had sent me as I pre~ 
sumed tlıat, as you had dravn my attention. to them r 
tîıey might to a large extent represent what you had' 
in mind. As you know I have been trying to get at 
tlıese points of difference and vdıen I saw something 
concrete I vanted to give my reaction to it I trîed to* 
State vhat tbe Congress opinion bas been in regard to 
tbem. There is no finality in day to day politics, 
althougb certain principles are supposed to govenr 
policies. It is for tbe Congress, if it so chooses, to 
vary any policy. Ali I can do is to State vlıat the pasr 
and preseııt policy is. 
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I regret tlıat you tlıink that I ıvrite in an arrogant 
and militaııt spiril and as i£ I considered tlıe Coııgress 
as tlıe sovereign poweı*. I am painfully conscioııs of 
tlıe fact tlıat tlıe Coııgress is not a sovereign power and 
tlıat it is circuıııscribed in a lıundred ways and further 
tlıat it may lıave to go through tlıe wilderness many a 
time again before it aclıieves its objective. You lıave 
referred to my obsession ıvith tlıe international situation 
and tbe sense of inıpending catastrophe tlıat possesses 
ıııe. If I feel tlıal ıvay, as I do, I can lıardly gı*ow 
complacent or imagine tlıat the Congress is sovereign. 
But ıvhen I discuss Congres policies, as a Congressman 
I can only repeat ıvlıat tlıese are and not bring in my 
owıı particular view on tlıe subject, if tlıese lıappen to 
be at variance ıvitlı Congress resolutions. 

You point out to me that tlıe Congress press bas 
contained numerous falsehoods in regard to the Müs¬ 
lim League and some of its leaders, as well as the 
provincial governments of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and 
Assam. I entirely agree with you that falsehoods, 
misrepresentations and insmuations are to be deprecated 
and couııtered wherever they might occur, in the Urdu, 
Hindi or English press, or whatever the political 
complexion of the newspaper. There is no such thing 
as the Congress press över which the Congress has 
control, but it is true that many newspapers generally 
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suppoı t the Congress, But Avhetlıer we can mflueııce 
ihem or not, we certaınly ıvant to stop ali such fal&e 
and mısleadıng statements and to express ouı dıs- 
approval of them. In thıs matteı I can only beg to you 
to pomt out specıfic ınstances so that we mıght take 
necessaıy actıon. 

I note that you say about the pubheatıon of om 
coırespondence I have not got wıth me copıes of yout 
coırespondence 'vvıth Mahatma Gandhı. I am tlıeıefoıe 
wııtmg to hım to seek his permıssıon as suggested I>y 
you. 


I arn afraıd ıt wıll lıaıdlv be possıble for nıe to 
vısıt Bombay m Aprıl or May. Early m June 1 nitemi 
saılıng for Europe. In case I go to Bombay eaıheı 
I shall mform you so that \ve mıght lıave the oppoı- 
tumty of meetmg. I understand llıat you vrıll be meetmg 
Mahatma Gandhı in tiıe near future. 


Yours sincerel}, 
(S<L) JaU AHARfAL NEHRU. 

Press statement issued I>> Mr. M A. Jmnalı, 
Prestdent of the AlUndıa Muslini Lcague uhde releas- 
ing the correspondence betuccn hım and Pnmlıt 
Jauaharîal Nehru. 
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Moımt Pleasanl lîoad, 
Maînbar Hill. Bombay. 
Jamıaıy 7, 1910. 

I regrot to find ilmi Pandit Jn\vaharlal Nohru, 
•during his ıeront toıır in the Punjab and elsoıvhere. has 
thought fit to attark im» in a ınannor umvorthy of any 
respousible leador. Ih* amısos mo of boiııg bent ııpon 
the pre<rrvation of Jîritish <lornination över Itulia \vhieh 
I can only oharaeterise as not only ınnvarranled. hut 
mean. The ren son s for lıi.- refusing lo eontinııe his 
talk- \vith ine. as giren hy hini, far from eorrect. are 
mislcading and ınıfair. 

I vrould not furtlıer connncnl npoıı his reckless 
.and irresponsiblc pronounccments. but I shall rest 
•content \vilh releasing the corrcspoııdence beltveen us 
•on tlıe sııhjcct. Tlıis \vill sho\v the true reasons for lıis 
refusing to procced furtlıer in tlıe nıatler. and I leave 
it lo tlıe public to judge tlıe impossible altilude llıal is 
beiııg laken up by İlim and tlıe Coııgress. 

From Pandit Jaıvalıarlal Nelıru to Mı*. M. A. 
.Jinnah. 

Anaııd Blıawan, 
Allahabad, December 1, 1939. 

TVly dear Jinnah, 

Wben ive met last in Delhi, il ıvas agreed thal we 
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should meet agaın to dıscuss vanous aspects of tîıe 
communal problem You told me that on your retum 
to Bombay you ı\ould urıte to me suggestıng some date- 
for such a meetmg I have been lookmg fonvard to« 
your letter since then I iıope that ıvhenever ıt ıs 
convenıent for you to fix date you ’vvıll Kmdly let me- 
Know 

Sır Stafford Cnpps ıs comıng to Indıa soon and 
ıs lıkely to spend two or tlıree weeks m thıs country 
He ıs on his way to Chına I do not }et exactly hnoıv 
\vhen be aviII reaclı bere, but probably be aviII come m 
about a ıveek’s time Durıng his brıef stay ın Indıa he 
\\ouId İlke to meet >ou ıf that ıs possıble I do not 
hııow his pıogramme at ali, nor do I know wlıat cıtıes 
he ıntends vısıtmg But I take ıt that he ı\ıll go to 
Bombay Could >ou kmdly let me knov, ıf >ou are 
lıkely to be m Bombay about the tlurd 'oeek of tlııs 
month or later ? Tlııs Information mıglıt lıelp hım to 
aıraııge lııs programme He ıs comıng bj aır aııd ttıll 
land m Alîahabad 


Yours sıncerel), 
[Sd ) Ja’kaharlal Nehru. 
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From Mr. M. A. Jiıınah to Pandit Ja\vaharlal 
Nehru. / 

Mount Pleasaııt Road,. 
Malabar Hill, 
Bombay, 

4tlı December 1939.. 

My dear Jawalıar, 

I a m in receipt of your letter of the İst December,. 
and thank you foı* it. As at present advised I hope to 
be in Bombay foı* the next two or tlıree weeks, and if 
it is conven\ent to you I slıall be very glad to see you 
and fix up any date that may süit you. Please, therefore,. 
let me know what date and time will süit you. 

As regards Sir Stafford Cripps, I received a letter 
from him, and I have already replied to him c/o your 
address as directed by him, and as I have already stated 
I slıall be here in Bombay and as he is arriving at. 
Allahabad on the 8th, as I understand from his letter, 
I shall be very glad to see him when he is in Bombay. 
On hearing from him I shall fix up also the date and' 
time that may süit him. 


Yours sincerely, . 
(Sd.) M. A. Jinnah.- 



140 LEADERS* CORRESPONDENCE 

Fı om Pandıt Jawaharlal Nehru to Mı M A 
Jınnah v 

Aııaııd Blıa^an, 
Allahabad, Decembeı 9, 1939 

My Deaı Jınnah, 

Two days ago I sent you a letteı mfoımıng you 
tbat I mtended goıııg to Bombay soon and Iıoped to 
meet you theıe Yesteıday morning I ıead ın tlıe nen s 
papers youı s ta t em en t fixıng Decembeı 22nd as a d ay 
of delıveıance and tlıanksgıvıng as a imik of lelıef tlnt 
tlıe Coııgress Governments have at last ceased to furıc- 
tıon I have ıead tlııs statement very caıefull) nıoıe 
than önce and have gıven twenty fouı houıs thouglıt to 
the matter It ıs not for me, m tlııs letter, to enler ıııto 
any controversy about facts or ımpıessıons or con 
clusıons You knoıv my vıews about thesc, fonned, I 
lıope, m ali eaınestness and ıvıtlı ali desırc to fınd tlıe 
trutlı It may be that I am mıstakeıı, but I İme souglıt 
■more lıglıt and tbat bgbt bas not come 

But nlıat lns oppressed me terrıbly since yesterday 
ıs tlıe realısatıon tbat our sense of \alues and objcctıves 
ın life and polıtıcs dıffers so \ery greatly I lıad Iıoped, 
afteı om comersatıons, tbat tlııs nas not «o great, but 
non the gulf appears to be nıdcr llnn eveı. Undcr 
tbese eııcıınislances, I nönder ithal pıırpo^e ndl be 
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served by oıır discussiııg \vilh eaclı ollıer llıe problems 
tbat confroııt us. Tlıere ıuust be soıue common ground 
for discııssioıı, soıue conımou objeclive aiıued al, for 
tbat discussiou lo yield fruil. I tlıiıık. I owe it to you 
as \vell as to ıuyself to put llıis diflıculty before you. 

You Avere good enough to shour ıue in Delhi a letteı* 
you had received from Bijnor. I enquiı*ed into the 
matter and anı informed tlıal llıe versıon of facls given 
lo you is not correcl and is wlıoliy nıisleading. If you 
would çare lo lıave an explanalion of whal happened, 
I could obtain il for you from Bijnor. Foı* tlıis purpose, 
I ıvould like lo lıave a copy of llıe lelter you showed me 
in Delhi. 

Yours sincerely, 

(, Sd .) Jawaharlal Nehru. 

From Mr. M. A. Jinnalı to Fandit J'awaharlal 
Nehru. 

Mount Pleasant Road,. 

Malabar Hill, 

^ Bombay, 

13th December 1939.. 

Dear Jawaharlal, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 19th December.. 
I did not know where to address my reply to you. 
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as your movements were reported ın the press to be 
uncertaın. The latest announcement ıs that you aıe 
arrıvmg m Bombay on the 14th of December and I anı 
tlıerefore sendıng thıs letteı to your Bombay addıess 
I quıte agree wıth you that “ theıe must be some com- 
mon ground for dıscussıon, some common objectıve 
aımed at for that dıscussıon to yıeld fruıt ” , that ıs 
the very reason why I made ıt clear ın our cpnversatıons 
at Delhi m October la c t to Mr. Gandhı and your^elf. 
First, that so long as the Congress ıs not prepared t o 
treat the Müslim League as the authoııtatıve and ıe- 
pıesentatıve organısatıon of the Mussalmans of Indıa, 
ıt was not possıble to carry on talhs regardmg the Hindu* 
Muslini settlement as that was the basıs laıd domı by 
the noıhıng commıttee of the Ali Indıa Müslim League, 
and second, that ne cannot eııdoıse tlıe Congress demand 
for the declaratıon as laıd doun m the resolutıon of 
the Wdrhıng Commıttee confirmed by the Allnldıa 
Congress Commıttee of lOth October 1939, apaıt from 
the nebulous and ımpractıcable clıaracteı of ıt, tıll ne 
reaclı an agreement nıtlı regard to tlıe mıııorıty problem. 
Tlıe Müslim League nas also not sıtıfied nıtlı tlıe 
declaratıon made by the Vıceroy. If lıappıly ne coııld 
«ettle the Hindu Müslim questıon, tlıen ne nould bc ın 
a posıtıon to e\ol\e an agreed formula for a demand of 
declaratıon by His Majcsly's Goıernmcııt that nould 
satısfy us , neıtîıer tlıe first ııor tlıe second snggc-tıon of 
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mine was aoceptable t« Mr. Gaııcîlıî or lo you mel f at 
Delhi, lnıt you nere good enotıgh to expres:- youı* ıvish 
ilmi you \vouîd like to ıııect ine agahı and I said tlıal I 
\vould be ahvays glad to sce you. Iıı reply to your letter 
of tlıe İh! Dcecnıber expressing your \vish to -er nıc in 
Bombay. I informed you tlıat I simli be. in Bombay 
till tlıe 3rd \veek of Dcecnıber and I simli be glad to 
sec you. and I can only sav tlıat if you denire to di<cuss 
tlıe nıatter fuıllıer I anı at your disposal. 

As regaıds your reference to tlıe Bijııor iııcidcnt 
I anı sure tlıat you \vill agrce uitlı nıc tlıat il recjııircs 
a llıorougİı jııdieiaî examinatİon and cnrjtıiry lıefore 
aııy eoııclıısion can be arrivcd al, and il is barcîly \vorlli 
ouı* \vlıilc lo deal ıvitlı one iııstaııce, for in my judgıııcnt 
tlıe ıvlıole \vorking of tlıe constitutioıı and our clıarges 
againsl tlıe Coııgress Government ıııust be llıorouglıly 
examiııed by a Royal Commissioıı. 


Yours siııcerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 


Pandil Jaıvalıarlal Nelını, c/o Mr. Halîıi Siııglı, 
Sakina Maıısion, 

Carmiclıael Road, 

BOMBAY. 
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From Pandıt Jawaharlal Nelıru to Mr. M A. 
Jınnah. 


Mv dear Jınnah, 


Sakına Mansıon, 
Carmıchael Road, 
Bomba\. 

December 14, 1939 


Thanh you for your letter of tlıe 13tlı December 
whıclı was delıvered to me m the forenoon toda) on 
my arrıval here I sent yoıı my last letter from Allaha* 
bad after readıng and gıvmg ftıll tlıought to >oıır State 
ınent about the celebratıon of “a day of delnerance 
and thanksgıvıııg ” by tlıe Muslıms Tlııs statement had 
dıstıessed me greatly as ıt made me realite that the 
gulf that sepaıated us ın oıır approacîı to pııblıc 
problems vas very great In vıew of thıs ftındamentıl 
dıflerence, I ıvondered what common ground therc va* 
for dıscussıon and I put nı> dıfficultj before >ou Tlnt 
dıfiıculty remaıns 


In )ouı letter you ha\e emphasızed tıvo other 
prelımınary condıtıons before any common ground for 
dıscussıon can arise Tlıe fırst ıs that tlıe Congre-^ 
must tıcat tlıe Müslim League as the authorıtatı\e and 
representatn e orgamsatıoıı of the Mussalnıans of imha. 
The Congre^s has ah\a>s consıdercd the League as a ^eı> 
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importaııt and influenlial organisalion of llıe Muslims 
and il is because of tlıis that we lıave been eager lo 
sellle any differences llıat may exist bet\veen us. But 
presumably wlıat you suggest is somelhing more and 
involves some kind of repudiation by us oı* dissocialion 
from ollıeı: Muslims who are not in tlıe Leagııe, wlıo 
lıave been and are ouı* closest colleagues. There are, 
as you know, a large number of Muslims in tlıe Congress, 
wlıo lıave been and are our closest colleagues. Tlıere are 
Muslini orgaııisations like tlıe Jamial-ul-'Ulema, tlıe 
All-India Slıia Conference, dıe Majlis-e-Alırar, Üıe All- 
India Momin Conference, ele., apart from trade unions 
and peasant unions wlrich lıave many Muslims as Üıeir 
members. As a general rule, many of tlıese organisa- 
tions and individuals lıave adopted Üıe same political 
platform as we lıave done in tlıe Congress. We cannot 
possibly dissociate ourselves from tlıem or disown tlıem 
in any way. 

You lıave rightly pointed out on many occasions 
that the Congress does ııot represent every body in India. 
Of course not. It does not represent those who disagree 
with it, whether they are Muslims or Hindus. In the 
ultimate analysis it represents its members and 
sympathisers. So also the Müslim League, as any other 
organisation, represents its own members and sympa¬ 
thisers. But there is this vital difference that while 


10 
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the Congress constitutionally has its memberslıip öpen 
to ali ıvho subscribe to its objective and methods, tlıe 
Müslim League is only öpen to Muslims. Tlıus the 
Congress constitutionally has a national hasis and it 
cannot give that up ıvithout puttiııg an end to its exis- 
tence. There are many Hindus, as you know, in tlıe 
Hindu Mahasabha wlıo oppose the idea of The Congress 
represnting the Hindus as suclı. Tlıen there are the 
Sıkhs and others who daim that they should be heard 
wlıen communal matters are considered. 

I am afraid therefore that if your desire is that 
\ve should eonsider the League as the sole organisation 
representing the Muslims to the exclusioiı of ali others, 
we are wholIy unable to accede to it. It would he 
equally at variance with facts if we made a similar 
daim for the Congress, in spite of the vastness of the 
Congress organisation. But I would venlure to say that 
suclı questions do not arise \vhen two organisations deal 
witlı each otlıer and eonsider problems of mutual 
înterest. 

Your second point is that the Müslim League 
cannot endorse the Congress demand for a declaration 
from the British Government. I regret to learıı tlıis for 
tlıis mcans that, apart from communal qucstions, vc 
differ entireîy on purely political grounds. Tlıe Con* 
gress demand is essentially for a declaration of ıvnr aims 
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and more especially foı* a declaration of Indian inde- 
pendence and tlıe riglıt of the Indian people to frame 
tlıeiı* own constitution withoul external interference. If 
llıe Müslim League does not agree lo this, llıis nıeans 
tlıat our political objectives are wholly dissimilar. The 
Coııgress demand is ııol new. It is inherent in article 
one of tlıe Coııgress and ali our policy for many years 
past has beeıı based oıı it. It is inconceivable lo me 
hoıv tlıe Coııgress can give it up or even vary it. Per- 
sonally I ıvould be entirely opposed to any attempt at 
variation. But tlıis is not a personal matteı*. There is 
a resolution of tlıe All-India Coııgress Committee, en- 
dorsed by a thousand meetings ali över India, and / am 
poıverless to ignore it. 

It thus seems that politically \ve have no common 
ground and tlıat our objectives are different. That in 
itself makes discussion difficult and fruitless. Wlıat led 
me to mite my last letteı* to you also remains tlıe 
propspect of a celebration of a day of deliverance by 
the Muslims as suggested by you. That raises very vital 
and far-reaching issues, in which I need not go now, 
but which must influence ali of us. That approach to 
the communal problem cannot be reconciled with an 
~ attempt to solve it. 

I feel therefore that it Avill serve little purpose for 
us to meet at this stage and under these conditions with 
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thıs background I should lıke to assure you lıowever 
that we are always pıepared to lıave free and frank 
dıscussıons of tlıe communal or otlıer problems as 
between tlıe Congress and tlıe League 

I ııote wlıat you say about the Bıjnor mcıdent It 
has been our mısfortune that charges are made ın a 
one sıded way and they are never mquıred mto oı dıs 
posed of You wıll apprecıate that ıt ıs veıy easy to 
make complamts and very unsafe to lely upon tlıeın 
ıvıthout due ınquıry. 

Youı s smcerelj, 
(Sd ) Jawaharl4l Neiiru 

M A Jınnah Esq, 

Mount Pleasant Koad, 

Malabar IIıII, 

BOMBAY 

Letter from Mr M A Jınnah to Pandıt Jaıvahar- 
lal Nelırıı 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HılI, 
December 15, 1939 
Bomba), 

Dear Jaıvalıarhl, 

I am m reccıpt of >our letter of tlıe 14th Dcccmbcr 
1939 and I am sorr> to say that you lm\c not nppre 
cıated nıy posıtıon ıvıth regard to tlıe second poıut I 
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did not say tlıat Muslini League caıınot endorse tlıe 
Coııgress denıand for a declaration from Britislı Gov¬ 
ernment. Wlıat I lıave said ıvas tlıat we canııot endorse 
tlıe Congress denıand for tlıe declaration as laicl dounı 
in tlıe resolution of tlıe working committee and, confirmed 
by tlıe All-îndia Congress Committee of tlıe 10 tlı Octo- 
ber 1939 for tlıe reasons 1 lıave already specifıed in 
my letter. 

If llıis resolııtioıı of tlıe Congress caıınot be modi- 
fied in any way and as you say tlıat personally you 
would be entirely opposed to any attempt at variation 
of it and as you ıııake it cleaı* tlıat you are wlıoÜy un- 
able to treat ıvitlı tlıe Muslini League as tlıe aullıoritative 
and representative organisation of tlıe Mussalnıaııs of 
Iııdia, may I know in tlıese circumstances what do you 
expect or wish nıe to do. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) M. A. Jinnah. 

Letter from Pandit Jaıvaharlal Nehru to Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah. 

Bombay, December 16, 1939. 

My Dear Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letter of December 15th. 

I realise tlıe difference you lıave pointed out. Of 
course the Müslim League caıınot oppose tlıe idea of 



150 


leaders’ correspondence 


any dedaration. What tlıe Congress had asked for 
was an enunciation of war aims and a recognition of 
India’s independence and tlıe right of her people to 
frame their constitution, a right tlıat must necessarily 
he inherent in independence. Ali these are basic prin- 
ciples which flow from our objective of independence, 
and as the Müslim League has tlıe same declared objec¬ 
tive, there slıould he no diflference of opinion about 
tlıem. In the application of these principles many im- 
portant matters will no doubt have to 4 be considered. 
Bııt so far as the basic demands are coııcerned, they are 
of the very essence of Indian nationalism. To gİve 
tlıem up or to vary them materially is to knock domı 
our case for independence. 

In regard to the war also the Congress has 
repeatedly declared its policy during tlıe Iast clevetı 
years. Tlıe present declaration is a logical outconıe of 
that policy. I have personally had some slıare in 
slıaping this policy and I Iıavc attaclıcd importaııce 
to it. You vill appreciate that it is excecdingly 
dinicult, apart from the question of desirabılity, to 
vary suclı long-estahlislıed and fundamental policîcs. 
These poîıcies are polîtîcal in their essence and, I ıvotıld 
ventııre to say, are l!ıc only policîcs vlıich flow from a 
demand for Indian freedom. Details may he consider.cd 
and discussed, their application slıould bc ıvorkcd out 
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in mutual co-operation and, in particular, the interests 
of various groups and minorities should be considered 
carefully and protected. But to challenge the very basis 
of that declaration is to demonstrate that there is a great 
difference in political outlook and policies. This, as 
such, has nothing to do with the Hindu-Muslim problem. 
It is because of this that I feel that there is little in 
common in our political objectives. 

May I say again that no one on our behalf, so 
far as I know, challenges or minimises tlıe authority, 
influence and importance of the Müslim League. It is 
for this reason that we have been eager to discuss 
matters with it and to arrive at a satisfactory solution 
of the problems tlıat confront us. Unfortunately we ııever 
seem to reach even the proper discussion of these prob¬ 
lems as various hurdles and obstructions, in the shape 
of conditions precedent, come in our way. These coıı- 
ditions precedent, as I have ventured to point out to 
you, have far-reaching significance. I do not know 
why they should be allowed to obstruct ali progress or 
prevent us from considering these problems. It should 
not be difficult to remove these hurdles and come to 
grips with the subject itself. But as these hurdles 
continue and others are added to them, I am compelled 
to think that the real difficulty is the difference in 
political outlook and objectives. 
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At the present moment, the decision to have an 
ali India demonstration on December 22nd has added 
a psychological barrier whıch effectively prevents 
mutual approach and discussion. I regret this exceed- 
ingly and have earnestly wished tlıat you would see 
your way to remove this barrier which is leading and 
can only lead to ill-will. I stili hope that you m ay 
be able to do so» 

I do wish to assure you tlıat for my paıt I do not 
want to leave any stone unturned whîch can lead to 
mutual understanding and settlement. But you will 
not have me, as I do not ıvarıt to have you, leave integı ity 
of ınind and purpose in pursuit of anything. Notlıing 
wortlıwhiIe can be gained that way„ I have deep 
political convictions and I have îaboured in accoıdance 
Avitlı them these many years. I cannot leave them at 
any time, muclı less now wlıen the vorld is in the 
tlıroes of a terrific crisis, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd) Javtauarlal, Nf.uru. 

M. A. Jinnalı Esq., 

Mount Bleasant Road, 

Malabar Hill, 

Bombay, 
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Correspoııdence between Mr. Subhas Chandra 
Bose, tlıe then President of the Congress and Mr. M. A. 
Jinnalı, tlıe President of the All-India Muslini League. 

Cop) 7- of tlıe note lıanded över by Mr. Bose to 
Mr. Jinnalı. 

1938 

In tlıe course of tlıe talks between tlıe Congress 
President and Mr. M. A. Jinnalı, President of tlıe Ali 
India Muslini League, Mr. Jinnalı suggested tlıat any 
agreement that nıiglıt be arrived at should be based on 
a clear understanding of tlıe position of the Congress 
and tlıat of the Müslim League. He proposed that tlıe 
conversation should proceed on the following hasis :— 

“ The All-India Mııslim League as tlıe authoritative 
and the representative organisation of the Indian Mus- 
lims, and the Congress as the authoritative organisation 
of tlıe solid body of Hindu opinion, lıave lıeıeby agreed 
to the following terms by way of a pact between the two 
majör communities and as a settlement of the Hindu- 
Muslim question.” 

After further consideration a somewhat different 
wording was suggested by hini as follows :— 

“ The Congress and the Ali India Muslini League 
as tlıe authoritative and representative organisation of 
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tlıe Mussalmans of Indıa lıave Iıeıeby agıeed to the 
foIIowıng terms of a Hındu-Muslım settlement by way 
of a pact ” 

The second statement, though slıorteı, apparently 
embodıes the same ıdea whıch ıs gıven in the first, that 
ıs, that the Congress should represent the Hındus and 
the Müslim League the Mussalmans. 

Tlıe Congress canııot possıbly consıder ıtself or 
functıon as ıf it represented one communıty only, even 
though that mıght be the majorıty communıty ın Indıa. 
Its doors must ınevıtably be öpen to ali communıtıe» 
and ıt must Avelcome ali Indıaııs Avho agree wıth ıts 
geneıal polıcy and methods It cannot accept tlıe posı- 
tıoıı of representıng one communıty and thus ıtself 
becomıng a communal organısatıon At the same time 
the Congress ıs perfectly vvıllıng to confer and eo operate 
iv ıth otlıer organısatıons Avhıch repıesent mmorıty 
ınterests 

It ıs obvıoııs that the Mussalmans of Indn, though 
a mınorıty in the av hole country, foım a very consıder- 
abîe part of the popuîatıon and t/ıeır Aushes and dcsires 
ınııst be coıısıdered ın any scheme affectıng Indıa It 
ıs also tnıe that the AH Indıa Müslim League is nıı 
orgamsatıon rcpre«entmg a largc lıod> of Muslini 
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opinion ıvhich ıııust carry ıveight. It is for tlıis reason 
tlıat tlıe Congress lıas endeavoured lo uııderstand the 
vieıv-point of tlıe League and to come to an undersland- 
iııg witlı it. Tlıe Congress, lıoıvever, would he boırnd 
to consnlt otlıeı* existing Muslini orgaııisations which 
lıave co-operaled ıvitlı tlıe Congress in tlıe past. Further 
in tlıe event of otlıer group or minority interests heing 
involved it will be necessary to consıılt represeııtatives 
of such interests. 


Letter from Mr. Bose to Mr. Jinnalı. 

Bombay, May 15, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Jinnalı, 

Last night I gave yon a note explaining our' posi- 
tion. You asked me what constructive proposals we 
had to make. I think tlıe note is self-explanatory. 
Having made kııoıvn tlıe Congress reaction to your 
suğgestion, according to us, it remains now to proceed 
to the next stage namely appointment of respective 
committees ıvlıich will joiııtly settle the terms of 

understanding. 

\ 

Yours siııcerely, 

( Sd .) Subhas C. Bose. 
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Letter from Mr, Jirmalı to Mr. Bose. 

Bombay, 16th May, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I acknotvledge the receipt of a note you lıanded 
över to me on behalf of the Congress on the 14th, and 
also I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated 15tîı of May, 1938. The matter will he placed 
before tlıe Executive Council and the Working Com- 
mittee of the All-India Müslim Leagııe at a meeting to he 
called in the hrst v?eek of Jııne, and I ıviU communicate 
to you the decision as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

( Sd .) M. A. Jinnah- 

Letter from Mr. M. A. Jinnalı to Mr. Bose. 

Bombay, 5th June, 1938, 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I am enclosing iıerewitlı unanimous opinion of tlıe 
Executive Council of the Ali India Müslim Leaguc as 
promised by me in my letter dated tlıe 16th of May ıvith 
ref erence to tlıe note given to me by you on Deli a lf of 
the Congress and your letter of the 15tlı of May 1938. 

Yours sincerely, 
(5d.) M. A. JlNNAII. 
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Resolution No. 1— 

The Executive Council of the Ali India Müslim 
League has considered the note handed över by the 
President Mı*. S. Bose on hehalf of the Congress to 
Mr. Jinnah the President of the All-India Muslini League 
on the 14th May and his letteı* of tlıe 15tlı May 1938 and 
fiııd that it is not possible for the All-India Müslim 
League to treat oı* negotiate with the Congress the 
question of Hindu-Muslim settlement except on the hasis 
that tlıe Muslini League is the authoritative and represen- 
tative organisation of the Mussalmans of India. 

Resolution No. 2— 

The Council have also considered the letteı*-of Mr. 
Gandhi dated the 22nd May 1938 and are of opinion 
that it is not desirable to include any Müslim in the 
persoıınel of the proposed Committee that, may he 
appointed by the Congress. 

Resolution No. 3— 

The Executive Comıcil wish to make it cleaı* that 
it is the declared policy of the Ali India Müslim League 
that ali other minorities should have theiı* rights and 
iııterest safe-guarded so as to create a sense of security 
amongst them and win theiı* confidence and the Ali 
India Müslim League will coıısult the representatives of 
such minorities and any other interest as may be 
involved, when necessary. 
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Letter from Subhas Chandra Bos e to Mr M A 
Jınnah 

Wardlıa, 25th July, 1938 

Dear Mr Jınnah, 

The Workıng Commıttee has gıven ali the attentıon 
it was possıble for ıt to gıve to the resolutıons of tlıe 
Müslim League you were good enough to enclose Mitli 
your letter of the 5th June 1938 Tlıe first resoluııon 
of the League Councıl defines the status of the Leagııe 
If ıt means that, before we proceed to set up a maclııner) 
for consıderıng the teraıs of settlemeııt of the commıınal 
questıon, the Congress slıould recognıse the status as 
defmed ın that resolutıon, tlıere ıs an obvıoııs dıfiıcult) 
Tlıouglı the resolutıon does not use tlıe adjectıve * only 
the language of the resolutıon means that tlıe adjectııe 
ıs ıınderstood Alıeady tlıe Workıng Commıttee lns 
receıved ıvamıngs agamst recognısıng the exclusı\e 
status of the League Tlıere are Muslini orgaııısatıons 
wlııch have been functıonıng ındependently of tlıe 
Müslim League Some of tlıcm aıe staunch supportcrs 
of the Congress Moreover, tlıere are ındıudual 
Muslıms mIio are Congressımn, some of Mİıom exercı e e 
no mcoıısıderabîe ınfluence ın tlıe countr) Then tlıere 
ıs the Frontıer Provmce ıvlııch ıs oıenvhelnııngh 
Muslini and mIiicİi ıs ^olıdlj ıwth the Congress You 
Mili see tlnt m tlıe face of tlıere hnoMn facts ıt ıs not 
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only impossible, bul iıııproper for tlıe Congress lo make 
llıe admissioıı urhich tlıe fırst resoîulion of tlıe Leagııe 
Council appareıılly desires llıe Congress lo make. It 
is sııggcsted llıal tlıe slalııs of orgaııisalions does not 
•aceme lo llıeııı by aııy defîning of il. Il comes tlırouglı 
llıe service lo ıvhiclı a parlicular orgaııisatioıı lıas dedi- 
•caled ilself. Tlıe Workiııg Conımitlee llıerefore lıopes 
llıal llıe Leagııe Council ıvill ııol ask tlıe Congress to 
do tlıe impossible. Is il nol enough llıal llıe Congress 
is nol only ıvilliııg but eager lo eslablislı tlıe friendliesl 
relalions iv illi llıe Leagııe and lo come to an honourable 
underslanding över tlıe mııclı vexed Hindu-Muslim 
•queslioıı ? 

Al llıis stage il ıııay perhaps be as well lo slate 
tlıe Congress claim. Tlıouglı il is admitted tlıal tlıe 
largest number of persons to be found on tlıe numerous 
Congress registers are Hiııdus, tlıe Congress lıas a fairly 
large nıımber of Muslims and members of olher eom- 
munities professing different faitlıs. Il lıas been an 
unbroken tradition ıvith tlıe Congress to represent ali 
communities, ali races, and ali classes to ıvhom India 
is tlıeiı* home. From its inception it has of ten had dis- 
tinguished Muslims as Presidents and as General 
Secretaries who enjoyed llıe confidence of tlıe Congress 
and of the country. The Congress tradition is that 
though a Congressman does not cease to belong to the 
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Faith in which he is born and bred up, no one comes 
to tlıe Congress by virtue of his faith ; he is in and of 
the Congress by virtue of his endorsement of the politicaL 
principles and policy of the Congress. The Congress 
therefore is in no sense a communal organisation. In 
fact it has ahvays fought the communal spirit because 
it is detrimental to the grmvth of püre and undefiled 
nationalism. But wlıilst the Congress makes tlıis daim, 
and has sought, with more or less success, to live up to 
the claim, the Working Committee asks for no recogni- 
tîon from the League Council. Tlıe Committee •vvould 
be glad if your Council would come to an understanding 
with the Congress in order that \ve might achieve uational 
solidarity and wlıoIe-heartedly ıvork for realising our 
common destiny. 

As to the second oresolution of tlıe Council, I am 
afraid that it is not possible for the Working Committee 
to conform to the desire expressed therein. 

The third resolution, the Working Committee is 
unable to understand. So far as the Working Committee 
is atvare, the Müslim League is purcly a communal 
organisation, in the sense that it seeks to servc Müslim 
interests and its membership too is öpen only to Muslims. 
Tlıe Working Committee also has ali aîong undcrstood 
that so far as tlıe League is concemcd, it desires, and 
rîglıtly, a settlement vvitlı the Congress on the Hindu- 
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Müslim question and not on questions affecting ali 
miııorities. So far as tlıe Congress is concerned, if the 
otlıer miııorities lıave a grievance against the Congress, 
it is ahvays ready to deal ıvitlı them as it is its bounden 
duty to do, beiııg by its very constitııtion and organisa- 
tion representative of ali India without distinction of 
caste or creed. 

Iıı view of tlıe foregoing I hope that it will be 
possible for us to take up tlıe next stage in our negotia- 
tioııs for reachiııg settlement. 

It is suggested tlıat as the previous correspondence 
has already been publislıed, it would be wise to take 
the public into confideııce and publislı the subsequent 
correspondence between us. If you are agreeable tlıese 
documeııts will be immediately released for publication. 

Yours siııcerely, 

( Sd .) Subhas C. Bose. 

Letter froııı Mr. M. A. Jurnali to Mı*. S. Bose. 

Dated 2ııd August, 1938. 

Bear Mr. Bose, 

I placed your letter dated the 25th of July 1938 
before the meeting of the Executive Council of the Ali 
India Muslini League. 

The Executive Council gave its earnest attention 
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and careful consıderatıon to the arguments whıch were 
argued m your letter for persuadmg ıt not to claım the 
status ıt has done ın ıts resolutıon No 1 already com 
mumcated to you I am desıred to State that m defimng 
the status the Councıl was not actuated by any motive of 
secunng an admıssıon, but had merely stated an 
accepted fact 

The Councıl ıs fully convınced that tlıe Muslini 
League ıs tlıe only authontatıve and representatıve 
polıtıcal organısatıon of tlıe Mussalmans of Indıa Huş 
posıtıon was accepted ıvhen the Congıess League Pact 
was arnved at ın 1916 at Luchnoıv and ever since, tıll 
1935 ıvhen Jınnalı Rajendra Praslıad conversatıon took 
place, ıt has not been questıoned Tlıe Ali Iııdıa 
Müslim League, therefore, does not requıre any admış 
sıon oı recognıtıon from tlıe Congıess and not dıd the 
resolutıon of tlıe ExecuUve Councıl passed at Bomba} 
But m vıeıv of the fact that the posıtıon—ın fact tlıe t ery 
exıstence—of tlıe League had been questıoned by Pandıt 
Jaıvaharla 1 Nelıru, tlıe Presıdeııt of the Congress, ın 
oııe of his statements nlıereın he assertcÜ that tlıeıe 
were only tıvo partıes ın the country vız the Brıtıslı 
Government and the Congress, ıt ıvas consıdcred ııcccs* 
sary by tlıe Executı\e Councıl to ınform the Congress 
of tlıe hasis on nhıch tlıe negotıatıoııs betuecn tlıe tu o 
orgamsatıons could proceed 
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Besides, the very fact that the Congress approached 
the Mııslim League. to enler into negotiations for a 
settlement of the Hiııdu-Muslim questioıı it presupposed 
the autlıoritative and represeıılative character of the 
League and as suclı ils right to conıe lo an agreement 
on belıalf of the Mussalmans of India. 

The Council are aıvare of the fact that there is a 
Congress coalition government in N.W.F.P. and also 
that there are sorne Muslims in the Congress organisation 
in otlıer provinces. But the Council is of opinion that 
tlıese Muslims in the Congress do not and cannot 
represent the Mussalmans of India, for the simple 
reason that their numbeı* is very insignificant and that 
as members of the Congress tlıey have disabled them- 
selves from representing oı* speaking on behalf of the 
Müslim community. Were it not so, the whole claim 
of the Congress alleged in your letter regarding its 
national character would fail to the ground. 

As regards “ the other Müslim organisations to 
which reference has been made in your letter, but whom 
you have not even named, the Council considers that 
it would have been more proper if no reference had been 
made to them. If they collectively or individually had 
been in a position to speak on behalf of the Mussalmans 
of India, the negotiations. with the Müslim League for 
a settlement of , the Hindu-Muslim questioıı would not 
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have been initiated by the President of the Congress and 
Mr. Gandhi. However, so far as tlıe Müslim League is 
concerned it is not aware tlıat any Müslim political 
organisation has ever made a claim that it can speak 
or negotiate on behalf of tlıe Muslims of India. It is, 
therefore, very much to be regretted that you should 
have referred to “ other Müslim organisations ” in tlıis 
connection. 

The Council is equally anxious to bring about a 
settlement of “tlıe much vexed Hindu-Muslim question” 
and thus hasten the realizatioıı of the commoıı goal, but 
it is painful to find tlıat subtle arguments are being 
introduced to cloud the issue and retard the progress 
of tlıe negotiations. 

In view of the facts stated above the Council stili 
hopes tlıat tlıe representative clıaracter of the Müslim 
League will not be questioned and tlıat the Congress will 
proceed to appoint a committee on that hasis. 

Witlı reference to the second resolution tlıe Council 
ıvüslıes to poınt out that it considered undesireable the 
inclusion of Mussalmans in the Committee that nıiglıt 
be appointed by tlıe Congress because it would m cet t o 
solve and settle the Hindu-Muslim question and so in 
tlıe very nature of tlıe issues involved tlıey wotıld not 
command the confıdence of citlıer Hindu or the Mus- 
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salmans and tlıeir position iııdeed would be most 
embarrassing. The Council, therefore, request you to 
consider tlıe qııestion in the liglıt of the above 
observations. 

Witlı reference to tlıe tlıird resolution it was tlıe 
memorandum of tlıe Congress referred to in your letter 
dated the 15tlı of May 1938 in ıvhich mention of other 
minorities was ıııade and the Müslim Leagııe expressed 
its willingness to consult tlıem, if and when it was 
necessaıy in consonance with its declared policy. 

As regards your desire for the release of the 
v correspondence, including this letter, for publication 
the Council has no objection to your doing so. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Letter from Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose to Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah. 

Calcutta, 2nd October, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your letter of the 2nd August, 1938 has been 
placed before the Working Committee. After due 
deliberation it has resolved to reply as follows : 

“ Though fhere are inaccuracies in your letter 
no purpose will be served by dwelling on them. The 
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substance of youı* letter seems to be that tlıe League does 
not expect tlıe Congress, whether implicîtly or explicitly, 
to acknowledge ıts status as Uıe autlıoritative Müslim 
organisation of India. If this view is accepted by tlıe 
League, I am autlıorised to State that tbe Working 
Committee wiU confer with the Committee that may be 
appointed by tlıe Leagııe to draw up the terms of 
settlement. 

“Tlıe Working Committee tvill be represeııted by 
at least five of ıts members at the sitting of tlıe Con- 
ferenee.” 

“As tlıe previous corıespondence has already been 
released for publication, I am taking the liberty of 
issuing this to the Press.” 

Yours siııcerely, 
(Sd.) Subiias C. Bose. 

Letter from Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Mr. Bose, 

Little Gibbs Road, Malabar Fiili» 
Bombay, lOtb October, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I am in receipt of your letter datcd the 2nd of 
Octobcr Avlıîclı vas placed before the Executıvc Council. 
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I arn autlıorised to State in reply as follows :— 

Tlıe Executive Coııncil of tlıe Ali India Müslim 
League regret very ıııuch tlıat tlıe Working Committee 
of tlıe Congress slıould lıave eıılirely misread my letter 
dated tlıe 2nd of Augııst 1938 which is quite clear and 
does not requiı*e aııy elııcidation or furtheı* interpreta- 
tion. Tlıe Müslim League are stili ready to proceed 
ıvith tlıe negotiatioııs for settlement of tlıe Hindu- 
Muslim question on tlıe hasis defined by my letter 
ıeferred to above and ıvoııld appoint its repıesentatives 
to meet tlıe Committee tlıat may be appointed by tlıe 
Congress on tlıe footnıg indicated by us in our three 
resolutions of tlıe 5th of June 1938 aiready comıııuni- 
cated to you. 

As ali the Correspondeııce so far in tbis comıection 
bas been publislıed I anı issuing this to tlıe Press. 

Yours siııcerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. Jinnah. 
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enjoying povvers without being required to give account to 
any other authority. You lıave expressed your annoyance 
from time to time tlıat Ministers are not more active in 
rousing public öpinion in respect' of matters relating to war 
or the general political situation. You will not allow Minis¬ 
ters to function and administer according to their own light 
and judgment. You and some of your officers \vill commit 
Government to policies and acts \vhich Ministers do not 
approve of; and aftenvards you expect them to stand up 
as obedient persons, fully justifying the results of your mis- 
taken policy. The brunt of the attack falls on Ministers. 
The Legislature is even proclude-d from criticising or com- 
menting oh your conduct. You in your turn do not hesitate 
to take advantage of, and sometimes, even go beyond the 
spirit of, the provisions of the Government of lndia Act and 
the İnstrument; of Instructions, thus reducing ministerial 
administration to a mockery. 

“But the most difficult situation has been created with 
regard to the manner of suppression of the political movement. 

1 have told you repeatedly that, vvhile it is the duty of 
any Government to see that acts of la\vlessness are not 
committed or that disturbances are not created specially 
during this grave emergency, Government must not in any 
manner provoke a crisis or encourage or make it ^possible 
' for officers to commit excesses or to inflict injury on 
innocent people. Where persons deliberately commit 
offences, they must face the consequences of the law. But 
in spite of öur best efforts, indiscriminate arrests have been 
made, innocent -persons assulted and shot do\vn, and 
oppression has been carried on in some parts in a manner 
hardly creditable to any civilized Government. The fact 
that some British prisoners of war under German control 
were put under fetters roused the loud and angry protests of 
the British Government and its supporters. Can you not 
expresss even a fraction of that moral indignation for similar 
and even \vorse outrage committed on Indians by the agents 
of the British Government itself ? You have persistently 
.refused to have allegations enquired into and have also 
helped in the suppression of publication of accurate news. 

“The Congress movement in Midnapore took a very 
serious turn, and none can say anything in respect of any 
legitimate measures taken to deal with the persons guilty 
of serious offences against law. But in Midnapore repression 
has been carried on in . a manner which resembles ^ the 
activities of Germans in. occupied territories as advertised 
by the British* agencies. Hundreds of houses have been 
. 22. . . ... ■ s •• • 
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statement of the so-called Standing Committee of the 
Sapru Conference, I shall, if necessary, deal tvıth ‘tlıem 
later ıvhen I lıave had sufficient time to examine tlıem 
carefully. 

Letter from Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru to Mr. Jinııaîı. 

Allahabad, 

Dated, 6tîı February 1941. 

My dear Jinnah, 

Since we met last in Bombay a few months ago, 
I lıave several times thought of \vriting to you, but I lıave 
ııever been able, up to tlıis moment, to make up my mind. 
Even no w ıvlıen I lıave decided to ıvrite to you, I anı 
ıvritmg tlıis letter ıvitlı considerable lıesitation, as, if 
I cannot nıake things better tlıan they are at present, 

I certainly do not, in ali conscience, want to make them 
worse. But I believe tlıat since 1916 wlıen ive canıe 
together in the old India Legislative Council, you lıave 
known my views on tlıe Hindu-Malıomedan quesdon, 
and I am, therefore, venturing to Iıope tlıat you will not 
misunderstand my point of view. 

Although, I lıave not been taking activc part in 
politics of the country for the last feıv years, the old 
interest stili survives, and I folloıv fairly closely the 
trend of events. Tlıe trend of reccnt evenfs has only 
tended to confirm me İn my belîef tlıat the supremc 



WITH MR. JINNAH 


175 


ııecessity of tlıe lıour is a settlement betıveen tlıe Hindus 
and tlıe Muslims, or to put it in party politics, betıveeıı 
tlıe Congress and tlıe Hindu Sablıa and the Müslim 
League. It is my misfortune tlıat oıving to some very 
strong convictions, I lıave found it impossible to join 
eitlıer of tlıe first two and for obvious reasons I could 
not be a member of tlıe League of wlıich you are tlıe 
President, and yet I feel tlıat so long as tlıe tlıree big 
organised bodies of public opinion in India remain in 
their present state of relationslıip to eaclı other, tlıe 
future of this country cannot be by any means brigkt. 
It is not my purpose to discuss in tlıis letter wlıich of 
these tlıree parties is to blame. I tlıink tlıat a discussion 
of tlıis character can never lead to any good ; indeed, 
I tlıink, instead of doing good, it may do positive harın. 
You will remember tlıat eveıı in August last when we 
met at Bombay, I told you that if tlıe Congress and tlıe 
Hindu Sabha would not, or were not prepared to cali a 
conference for the purpose of settling differences, there 
was no reasön why you, as the President of a great and 
influential League, should not take the step forvvard. 
Since then I lıave been giving this matteı* my coııstant 
attention, and at last I have made up my mind to make 
a personal appeal to you. I do not, however, pretend 
to sail under false colours. I represent ııeitheı* the one 
party nor the other. I can neither offer nor accept 
terms. I can only appeal to you in my individual çapa- 



176 


LEADFRS’ CORRESPONDENCE 


cıty-^m the capacıty of one who strongly and genumely 
Iıolds that the Muslıms are an mtegral paıt of Indıa 
and that theır wıllıng co operatıon ıvıth other commum 
tıes, must necessarıly condıtıon the ııatuıe, extent and 
speed of the progress of the country I am delıberatel) 
avoıdmg ali reference to the controversıal ıssues that 
dıvıde the one from the other, as ıt ıs not for me to 
settle them, but for you and Ieadeıs of otheı partıe^, 
wlıo can mfluence opınıon and speah for others to ıaıse 
tlıese ıssues and to come to a settlement m regard to 
them As a realist, I feel that not only you but Mr 
Gandhı and the Ieadeıs of the Hindu Sabha, partıcularly 
Dr Savarhaı, are men on whom the pnmary responsı 
bılıty for a settlement of those ıssues lıes Neıtheı 
speeches on publıc platforms, ııor statements and ınter 
vıews gıven by Ieadeıs, can really lıelp the sıtııatıoıı 
I tlıınh conversatıons, oı ıf I may use a hachnejed 
plırase, lıeart to heart conversatıons may possıbly lead 
to some satısfactor) results In any case eıen ıf the> 
do not, \\e sball Iıave the satısfactıon of knovrmg that 
everythıng has been done tthıch could be done, to brnıg 
about a better State of feelıng and understandıng T 
am, therefore, \enturwg to suggest on my onn account, 
mthoııt commıttıng an) other person, or nn> other part>, 
to my vıeıvs or suggestıons that (1) >ou should agree 
hıst to meet Mr Gandhı, and then the procc«s of prı\alc 
talks could he cxtended to others (2) If >oıı and otlıer 
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îeaders tlıeıı think, tlmt it \vouId serce tlıc hest in teresi 
of tlıc cmmtry, to invitc a joint coııfereııee, tlıen you ali 
cotıîd ta ko t lir necessu rv stage. I can assııre yoıı of jny 
pcr.'onaî siıpport and co*opcratioıı in tlıis matlcr. If 
yom* rcply to my sugpuMion i? tlıal you \vill he prcpared 
io >et* Mr. (kandili and talk ovoı* ımılters \vith İlim, I 
-"hail svritr t») lıiııı and press il oıı him tlıal lıc must sec 
you in lîoıııhay oı* any otlıcr placc tlıal nıay süit yotır 
convenicmv- I îıopc vcry strongly tlıal he \vill he cjuilc 
ıvilling to sr*c you in Bombay oı* any otlıcr convcnicııl 
plan» and discms tlıîııgs Asitli yoıı. I tlıink you two 
shoııld incel first. for if tlıc coııntry is dear to İlim, I 
helicve. it i> no less dear to yoıı. You ınay he al preseni 
îdenlifıed svitlı tlıc Muslini Leagııe. T lıave no kiııd of 
prejudiec against tlıc Leagııe oı* any oııe conııected ıvitlı 
it. and s o far as you are coııccrned, I slill prcfer to look 
upon you as î used lo in days goııe hy when ollıer 
people also looked up to yoıı, for gııidance and advocacy 
of tlıe caııse of India, irrespeclive of caste, colouı* or 
creed. 

If yoıı are svilling lo see Mr. Gandlıi and lo discuss 
llıings I hope you \vill permil me to lake him inlo confi- 
deııce aboul ıvlıal you ıvrile lo mc. 

With kiııd regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
( Sd .) Tej Bahadur Sapru. 

İ 2 
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Letter from Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Sir Tej Balıadur 
Sapru. 

Bombay, 

Dated, lOtlı February, 1941. 

My dear Sapru, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 6th instant 
and thank you for it. I have given to it my closest 
consideıation coming as it does from you. 

The main purpose on ^vvhich you have concentrated 
is directed towaıds trying to induce me to agree to see 
Mr. Gandhi. I am sorry to find that you are undeı* the 
impression that I am reluctant and opposed to seeing 
Mr. Garıdlıi oı any otlıer Hindu leader on behalf of 
the Hindu community, for you say in youı letter that I 
slıould agree first to see Mr. Gandhi. Then you proceed 
to say furtlıer, “ if your reply to my suggestioıı is tlıat 
you will be prepared to see Mr. Gandhi and talk över 
matters witlı Iıim I slıall write to Iıim and pıe^s» it upon 
lıim that he must see you at Bombay or any otlıer placc 
that may süit your convenience.” Please remo\e tbis 
erroneous impression from »your mind. I have ahvays 
been ready and urilling to see Mr. Gandlıi or any otlıer 
Hindu leader on behalf of Hindu community and do 
ali I can to Iıelp the solution of tlıc Hindu*Mııslim 
problem. 
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As regards otlıer matters in your letter I cannot 
do better tlıan to send you a press cutting giviııg full 
text of my speeclı tlıat I made in the course of the debate 
in tlıe Assembly on the Supplementary Finance Bili last 
November, as I fear tlıat your attention, if at ali, could 
lıave been drawn only to the A. P. summary that appear- 
ed in ıııost of tlıe papers at tlıe time. 

Tlıis will give you some idea of tlıe position and 
tlıe point of tlıe Müslim League. 

I thank you for your persoııal references to me 
which I need not say I appreciate very much. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.)M. A. Jinnah. 

Letter from Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru to Mr. Jinnah. 

Allahabad, 19th February,, 1941. 

My deaı* Jinnah, 

Yhaıık you ever so much for your kiııd letter of the 
lOth February. "I regret to say that I have been having 
high fever for the last five or six days and am therefore 
unable to atteııd to any political correspondence. As 
soon as I get better I shall write to you again about the 
matter about which I wrote to you on the 6th February. 
I appreciate very much the promptness with which you 
lıave so kindly replied to me. 

yours sincerely, 
( Sd .) Tej Bahadur Sapru. 
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Lelter froııı Sir Rogcr Lunıley lo Mı*. M. A. Jinnalı. 
(Confıdential) 

Government Iiouse, 
Gaııeshklıind, July 20, 1941. 

Dear IVIı*. Jinnalı, 

His Exccllency tlıe Viceroy lıas asked ıııe to let 
yoıı kııov his iııtentions on tlıe mallers ıvlıiclı follow. I 
had îıoped tlıat 1 vvoııîd he able to see yoıı myself in 
order tlıat I nıiglıl convey tlıis message lo you personally, 
as ıvas his desire : but uııforlunately, now tlıat I am in 
a positioıı to give you tlıe message, I am not entirely 
fit, and I am tlıerefore tvriling lo convey it lo you by 
tlıis lelter, wlıiclı I am sendiııg doıvıı to Bombay by 
special messengeı*. 

The Viceroy has continued to lıave very much in 
mind tlıe ıvlıole siluation in regard to tlıe war effort and 
tlıe association of non-official opinion willı tlıe prosecution 
of tlıe waı*. The obstacles, lıoıvever, lo any settlement 
on tlıe hasis of tlıe complete offer of August last, which 
emerged so clearly during tlıe discussioııs last autumu, 
stili exist, to his very great regret, as tlıe last few months 
aııd the reactioııs to tlıe Secretary of State’s statement 
in the House of Commons on April 22 have made cleaı*. 

In these circumstances, it is equally clear that he 
cannot look for that degree of support from the majör 
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partıes, for the proposals embodıed ın the August offeı, 
\vhıch he desıres Nevertheless, the hürden of the conduct 
of the war on the Central Government has greatly m 
creased, and, for admmıstratıve reasons, it ıs essentıal 
to proceed wıth some ıncrease m the membershıp of the 
Vıceıoy’s Councıl wıthın the terms of the August offer 
The Vıceroy, accordıngly, ıs anxıous that you slıould 
know that he ıs now, wıth the appıoval of His Majesty’s 
Government, creatmg five new portfolıos 

These new portfolıos and the names of the gentîe- 
men by whom they have been accepted aıe as folloıvs 
Supply—Sır Homı Mody , Infoımatıon—Sır ALbır 
Hydarı , Cıvıl Defence—Mr Raglıavendıa Rao , Indnns 
Overseas—Mr Aney , Labour—Sır Fıroz Klıan Noon 

The Vıceroy wouId also lıke you to hnoıv that he 
propo^es to fiil the vacancıes aıısmg ın the portfolıo of 
Law when Sır Zafrulîa Klıan goes to the Federal Court, 
and m the portfolıo of educatıon \vhen Sır Guja Slıankaı 
Bajpaı tahes up a mıssıon overseas by the appoıntment 
of Sır Sultan Ahmed and Mr Sarkar 

In addıtıon, the Vıceroy does not feel that, becau c c 
of the dıflicıılty m securıng the sııpport of the majoı 
poîıtıcal partıes, ıt ıs possıble to dehy furtlıer the more 
actıve as^ocıatıon of non ofiîcnl Indıan opmıon uıth 
the prosecutıon of the ınr 
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He is aecordinglv cslablishing \vith ilıe approval 
oi His Majcsty's Government, a National Delence 
Conncil. J lıis Cotıncil ^viIî consist of sonıe 30 members. 
nine of \vhom wiîl be dra\vn fronı Iııdiaıı States. 

lîıc Viceıov regards it as esscnlial llıal tlıe Gıeal 
Musl im coınnımıily slıould be reprcscnled on tlıal 
Council by persoııs of tlıc lıiglıesl promiııence and capa- 
city. Hc has aecordingly invited tlıc Premicr of Assam, 
Bengal. tlıc Ptıııjab and Sind lo serve as members of it, 
and be lıas exlcndcd invilalions also to cerlain ollıer 
pronıinent Muslinıs, sucb as Sir Mabomed Usman. 

He lıas coıısidcred ulıetlıer lıe slıould invile you lo 
let lıim lıave aııy snggestioııs as to possible personııel 
for llıis Council, bul lıeiııg awaı*e, as lıe is, of your 
general altitudc, lıe lıas concluded tlıat it w>uld be 
preferable ııol lo embarrass you by inviliııg you lo ıııake 
suggeslioııs. 

Il is inleııded llıal an annouııcement about tlıese 
clıanges \vill be made on tlıe morning of Tuesday, July 
22, and tlıe Viceroy is aııxious tlıat you slıould lıave 
tbrouglı me llıis advance information of wlıat is pro- 
posed. I ıvoııld lıave much preferred to have given you 
this message orally, but this letter contains tlıe substance 
of it. 
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I lıope that you have now fully recovered from 
youı recent ıllness 

Yours smcerely, 
( Sd ) Roger Lumley 

Letter from Mr M A Jınnah to Sır Roger I umle) 
Dear Sır Roger, 

I am ın receıpt o£ your lelter of Jııly 20, 1941, 
tvhıch embodıes the message of His Excellency tlıe 
Vıceroy I deeply regret the decısıon takeıı by hım wıth 
the approval of His Majesty’s Government I apprecıate 
when he says that he does not ıvısh to mahe suggestıons, 
knoıvmg, as he does, not only my general attıtude but 
that of the Ali Indıa Mıısîım League 

Fuıther I can no t appıove of lııs havıng ınvıted tlıe 
Müslim League Premıers or any otlıer Müslim Leaguer 
under the sclıeme of the expansıon of the Vıcei 0 )’s 
Councıl as well as what ıs ııou called tlıe National 
Defence Councıl, because ıt ıs obuous tlnt ıt tvoııld 
embarrass the Müslim League organı s atıon And I do 
lıope and trust that His Excellency inil a\oıd such a 
contmgency 

Besıdes, ıt ıs lnrdly faır or proper that tlıe) slıould 
be approaclıed b) His Excellency m er the lıeıd of the 
Presıdent and the Executne of tlıe Ali Iııdn Muslini 
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League, knomng full well the position and the attitude 
tlıat the All-India Müslim League has adopted. 

It is staled in his message that the Viceroy regards 
it as essential tlıat the great Muslini community should 
be represented by persoııs of the higlıesl promineııce and 
capacity. Would it be credilable for any individual 
prominent „or capable Muslini belongiııg to an organ i- 
sation to accept the invitation contrary lo the position and 
the attitude taken up by that organisation, and would 
it do any credit to Government if they succeed in alluring 
him and create a breach in the organisation, in the 
hope tlıat he may throw up his allegiance to the party 
to ıvlıich he belongs in order to accept the invitation of 
His Excelleııey. 

I maintain that the great Muslini community is 
represented authoritatively only by the All-India Müslim 
League organisation. Persistence in this course will not 
improve matters, but on the contrary it will lead to 
bitterness on tlıe part of the Müslim League, ıvhich up 
to the present moment, fortunately, does not exist, how- 
eveı* emphatically we have disapproved of the policy 
which has been pursued by His Majesty’s Government 
and the Viceroy. 

Before I conclude I am extremely sorry to hear 
that you are not well and I hope that yon will sooıı 
recover from your illness. 
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Thankıng you for your kınd ınquırıes, I anı now 
mudi better. 

Yours sınceıely, 

( Sd ) M A JlNNAH 

Letteı from Sır Rogeı Lumley to Mr M A Jınnalı 
Ganeshkhınd, July 22 

Dear Mr Jinnah, 

Thank you for youı lelter of July 21, tlıe contents 
of whıch I have passed on to the Vıceroy I aın glad 
to hear you have recovered Thanks for your kınd 
ınquıry, I am much better 

Yours smcerely, 
(Sd) Roger Lumley 
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Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah. 

8tlı December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You must lıave read in the papers my statements 
on the necessity of a final attempt to solve the communal 
problem of Iııdia. I do not wish to do anything without 
your consent and I am therefore miting these few lines 
to reqııest you to cali a meeting of the Working Com- 
mittee oı* of the Council of the All-India Müslim League 
as eaıly as possihle. In ali my statements, I have said 
nothing heyond tlıe fact tlıat tlıe League ıııight cali the 
conference. Some day or otlıeı* these communal diffe- 
ıences will he made up, but I do not see any reason 
why the Müslim League should not take the wind out 
of tlıe sails of other organisations and secure to itself 
the credit of lıaving done the greatest possihle service 
to Iııdia and her people. Let us discuss and if we fail, 
the blame mil not he ours. As regards tlıe subjects to 
be discussed I will send you my note later on. 

Yours sincerely, 

( Sd .) Fazlul Huque. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Fazlul Huque. 

„ llth December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Fazlul Haque, 

Apart from tlıe ıvisdom of this move on your part, 
I regret to say tlıat you should have adopted this course 



192 LEADERS* • CORRESPONDENCE 

without reference to me. From your statement, it folloıvs 
that you are forcing the Müslim League that tlıey slıould 
take the initiative, because in your second statement 
you are definitely appealing to the members of the 
Council of the All-India Müslim League to support you 
and state that they should cali upon me to summon an 
emergency meetiııg of the Council or the Working Com- 
mittee of the League. This, whatever may have been 
your intentions, clearly conveys that I am not willing 
to come to a settlement for this ıınfortunate deadlock, 
for which the Congress alone is responsible. 

I know you are very busy as the head of the Bengal 
Government. Perhaps you Iıave not folIowed wlıat Iıas 
taken place at the various stages of negotiations upto 
the present moment. I wouId therefore reqııest you to 
read carefully at least the resolutions of the \Vbrking 
Committee and tlıe Council of the AIMndia Muslini 
League and my recent speech in the Central Assembly 
in connection witlı the supplementary Finance Bili. This 
speech of mine is fully reported in nıany newspapers. 

You have already in the public press declared 
your opinion as if the Müslim League vas to he goaded 
by somebody to come to a settlement and decidcd tbat 
we should consider tlıe proposals whîch you are going 
to formulate for the purpose. I am glad tlıat you are 
going to send me tlıose proposals and I am aıvaitmg 
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tlıem before I can express any furtlıer opinion on the 
matter with regard to calling tlıe meeting of the Working 
Committee or the Council. As suggested to you apart 
from the wisdom of your lıaving issued these statements 
and lıaving appealed to the members of the Council in 
the Press I tlıink your move will convey the impression 
in the political quaı*tersdn India and in England that 
the Mussalmans are divided as it has already been so 
interpreted in many quarters. 

Yours sincerely, 

( Sd .) M. A. Jinnah. 

Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah. 

14th December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

4 

I am very sorry tlıat owing to prevailing facts and 
circumstances my move has already been misunderstood. 
I ma de it clear in my statements tlıat I did not wish to 
dictate to you anything, but only to express the desire 
that there should be an effort for peace. In doing so, 
I never meant to insinuate that any one was to blame 
although I did perfectly know where the offence really 
lies. But, il would not be politic for me to say anything 
indicating that I am already a party-'man. At the saıııe 
time, I feel so strongly that there should be one more 
peace effort and for that reason I could not ıesist the 
temptation of making a suggestion. I never meant tlıat 

13 
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I should take the lead or I should dictate but I was really 
asking you to take the lead and as the head of the premier 
political organisatîon of India, to cali everybody«e!se 
to meet you in order that they may he able to put their 
case before you and you may be in a position to discuss 
problems with them across the table and come to a 
decision. My object really wa£ to put you in the position 
of the dictator of India. I am sorry if I have been mis* 
understood by you and my otlıer friends. If you stili 
think that my move has in any way been urovise, you 
can teli me accordingly. It is far from my intention to 
brıng about a disruption in the Müslim League. I lıope 
you will write to me botlı fıeely and frankly so that I 
may be able to repair any wrong that I may have unwit- 
tingly inflicted on the reputation of the League. 

My only desire has been for peace because I feci 
tlıat unless there is unity among ali communities on the 
principle of give and take, there will be no constitutional 
advance and no prospect of a better India than we know 
at the preseni moment. 

The preseni Government of India Act is absolutely 
rubbish. It give£ us responsibility but no power. ît 
givçs ali the potver to the Govemor and the Governor- 
General-in-Council but ali the responsibİIities to the 
Ministers. 
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You can tlıerefore, easily understand how much 
we feel our position under the present constitution and 
how mııclı we are loııging for a better state of things. 
I feel tlıat the only obstacle in the way is the present 
impasse. I tlıerefore think that tlıis should be removed 
anyhow but not by any surrender of our principles or of 
the position that we now hold. That will be for you 
to decide but do please try to bring about a solution 
\vhich will enable India to march fonvard. If you think 
that it is the Pakistan scheme and ııothing else why not 
send for these people and explain to them what you 
mean ? People are not able to appreciate or understand 
the thing' fully. This will be removed if you have free 
talks with tlıe leaders. It is not for me to suggest ways 
and means but I have indicated to you my heart’s desire 
and I hope you \vill appreciate it. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Fazlul Huque. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Fazlul Huque. 

4th January, 1941. 

Deaı* Mr. Fazlul Huque, 

I really do not know \vhat I can say with regard 
to this matter. I think you have seen what the Press 
has been yrriting about this move. You have recently 
issued a statement from Poona saying that you are mis- 
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understood. Well, I cannot blame the people because 
I saıd from dıe very begınmng dia t ıt was a very umvise 
move. I am quıte sure tbat you dıd not ıntend to brıng 
about a dısruptıon m Müslim League. I quıte apprecıate 
youı desıre for peace and settlement and nobodv desıres 
dıem more than I do. But, tbe questıon ıs how they 
should be brought about. When the other party Iıas 
declared a war and ıs holding a pıstol at vouı lıead, 
tvhat do you propose that I should do ? What do you 
tlıınk ıs the aım and the object of dıe Congress ın launclı- 
ıng cıvıl dısobedıence ? Is ıt not obvıous that they 
want to bend the Brıtısh Government to surrender or 
yıeld to theır demands ? At whose cost ? Oıer our 
lıead and at our cost. 

An old and experıeııced pohtıcian lıke you and a 
veteran fighteı that you a re, wlıat do you expect mc 
to do m dıese cırcumstances ? 

Youıs sıncerel). 
(Sd ) M. A. JiP^ftAiı. 

Letter from Mr. Huque to Mr. Jınnah. 

7tlı Januarj, 1911. 

Dear Mr. Jınnah, 

I have received your letter. I quite understaııd ) our 
vien-poınt but certamly something 11111 hat e to he done. 
Hoıvever, I am domg nolhing at dıe preseni moment and 
I am allotvıng tlıîngs to simmer. As a matter of fact. 
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I am ıvatching developments. If there is anything parti- 
cular, I shall let you know. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Fazlul Huque. 

Telegram from Mr. Jinnalı to Mr. Fazlul Huque, 

. dated 2İst Janııary 1941. 

My attention drawn to a summary press report of 
our correspondence regarding your move Hindu-Muslim 
settlement. Report incorrectly represented. Its source 
am informed Calcııtta. Propose release complete corres¬ 
pondence. 

Telegram from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnalı, 
dated 22nd January, 1941. 

Surprised your telegram. I know absolutely 
nothing. Will you kindly await my letter, just writing ? 

Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dear Mr. Jinnalı, 

I have already sent you a wire yesterday about 
incorrect reports in the Press regarding our Hindu- 
Muslim unity move. As I.have already wired to you, 

I know nothing about these mis-statements in the Press 
nor have I yet seen tlıem. You say that they emanated 
from Calcutta. I made enquiries but I cannot. lay my 
hand on any one who may be guilty. I can have no 
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objection to your publishing tlıe whoIe correspondence, 
but I wouId ask you to consider if that will not worsen 
matters. It would be much betler if you made a fresb 
statement pointing out the inaccuracies and stating ıvhat 
tlıe real facts are. I feel more and more convinced tlıat 
tbis unity move is bound to be a fiasco as Communîties 
do not show the slightest inclination to be fıiendly. Iıı 
these circumstances, no useful purpose will be served 
by our publication of the correspondence that passed 
bettveen us at a time when I was full of Iıope. I am 
stili anxious to work for a compromise ıvhen the parties 
are unaccommodating otlıer. Hope you will consider 
my point of view before you decide anything. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Fazlul Huque. 

1942 - 43 


Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jİnnalı. 

New Delili, 
November 13, 1912. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You lıave known me for över 30 years and you can 
easily realise I lıave been longing to rnect you and to 
assure you my attaclıment to you and the Müslim 
League. 
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It is an irony of fate that this rift should have taken 
place between you and me after close co-operation for 
the long span of över quarter of a century. However, 
I request you to allow the dead-past bury its dead and 
throw a veil över ali that has bappened during the past 
few months and remove the ban on me and my supporters 
and facilitate our entry in the Leagııe fold. I can assııre 
you that I will abide by thei discipline of the party and 
the instructions of the President of the Müslim League. 

As for the Progressive Müslim League, up to now 
it exists on paper only and it ceases to exist automatically 
with my entry and the entry of my supporters into the 
League. 

I need hardly emphasise the fact that in the interests 
of İslam and Müslim solidarity I am prepared to make 
any sacrifices and to subordinate my personal interests 
and inclinations to the supreme demand of Müslim 
Nation. I am extremely anxious that the breach in the 
Müslim community should be made up and efforts 
should be made that no Müslim may remain outside 
the folds of the League. 

I understand you will be leaving Delhi toııight, 
bııt I \vould appreciate it very muclı if you would give 
me a few minutes’ time to talk to you personally and 
to explain everything frankly. 
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Under Providence I leave tlıe interest of Bengal 
Muslims in your hands. 

Yours sincerely, 
(5^.) A. K. Fazlul Haque. 

Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jiıınah. 

Dated February 5, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I ara determined to solve the Bengal tangle and to 
put an eııd to the meaningless strife which is lıaving tlıe 
most undesirable consequences on tlıe prospects of tlıe 
Müslim community in Bengal. 

Through the mercy of Providence I have an assured 
positioıı in the Bengal Legislative Assembly and can 
carry on for an indefinite period till the end of tlıe war 
and one year after. 

But I am going to sacrifice ali that I now possess 
for the sake of my coııntry and of the solidarity of my 
community. 

Tlıe step that I am taking ıvill also slıow that I 
lıave not been able to blame for the unfoılunate cvents 
that have taken place in Bengal during the Iast la 
months and that 1 lıave been more sinncd against tlıan. 
sinning. I do not, ho\vever, vrish to rakc up the un* 
pleasant past, but to concentrate on the future. 
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1 patberod from tlıe lası \vords yon lold nıc in llıe 
ooıırsc of ıny jast intervieu- \vith yon llıat in casc I 
liqnidatc tlıe Progressive Parly and resigıı from nıy 
ofiicc as Premier yon ıvoııld lift tlıe han whiclı has heen 
put on ine. 

I lıave tlıoııglıt earefıılly över tlıe situalion and 
"itli a vie\v to faeilitate nıv eoming haek to tlıe Lcagtıe, 
I anı rcady to tender my resignation \vhieh wiîl nıean 
tlıe autonıatİc dissoîulioıı of tlıe Progressive Coalilioıı 
Party. 

May I ııow get a linç from yoıı to teli me tlıal I 
lıave uııderstood yoıı alright, and tlıal tlıe ban put on 
me \vill he lifted as sooıı as I tender resignatioıı of ıny 
olTıce as Premier ? If so, I \vill lake my step I lıave 
iııdicaled and I hope yoıı \vill reııdcr tlıe haresi possible 
juslice by takiııg me haek to tlıe Leagııe as sooıı as youı* 
eoııdilions are salisfied. 

If I come haek to tlıe League, it will he a matler 
of parly polilics in Bengal foı* Mııslim memhers and 
Muslini leaders to determine as to ıvho slıould he tlıe 
clıief and ıvlıal slıould he tlıe composilion of tlıe Bengal 
Cabinel ? 

So long as we do not contravene tlıe rules and 
principles you lıave laid down, I lıope, yoıı will not 
impose your decision on tlıe sleps we may take in Bengal 
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for securing the best possible administra^ion in the 
country. 

With deep regards, 

I am, * 

Sincerely yöurs, 

(Sd.) A. K. Fazlul Huque. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnalı to Mr. Fazlul Huqe. 

Dated February 10, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Huque, 

I am in receıpt of your letter of February 5. In 
the course of the intervieıv that you had wıth me in 
consequence of your letter of November 13, 1942, I 
maintained that our decision ıvas entirely due to your 
wrong conduct and action that you took and that you 
have already done a very great harm to the Müslim 
cause, of which you are better a\vare tlıan anybody else. 

I re-assured you that I have no personal feeling 
in the matter nor ıvas I, or am I influenced by anv 
outside agency or any particular individual. 

I took the decision of expelling you from the 
Müslim League because your conduct and action vas a 
gross breaclı of discipline and fundamental principles 
and policy of the All-India Müslim League organisatİon. 
Therefore, you expressed regret and asstıred me thal 
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you vere repontant anrl also exprc?sed vour vrillingness 
to nhitlı* hy vhatever pıoposnl I Mould coıısİder fair. 

You told ine timi ali timi you \vantcd \vas that tlıc 
han slıould İm lifted and that you \vcrc ready and \villing 
to renıain as an ordinary momber of tlıc Lcaguc and 
sene tim orgnnisation in any capaeily that thc Lcagııc 
nıay assign to you. 

in vour îetter of Nov. ]3, 1912. also hefore I gave 
you an intervicu' you stated “ I can asstırc you tiıat 
I mî İl ahide hy tlıc disdplinc of tlıc party and tlıc iııs- 
truetions of tim Prc^idcnt of tlıc Muslini Lcaguc.” 

Tîıereupon I ıııadc tlıc following suggeslions to 
you subjccl to tlıc final sanelion of thc Working Com- 
millcc of tlıc All-Iııdia Müslim Lcaguc. 

(]) That you slıoııld cxpıcss your regrel for what 
you iıave doııc. If you lıave now come to tlıc conclusion 
that you slıould he re-admillcd as a menıber, il is due 
to thc organisalion from yau, wlıose memberslıip you 
value so muclı, tiıat you slıould s!ıow repentance on 
your parl. Ollıenvise if members weı*e expelled and 
aîlowed to be re-admilled, as if nolhiııg lıad happened, 
it would not only bc incoıısistent with self-respect of the 
organisatioıı bul would be deslructive of the elementary 
principles of discipline. 
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The first pomt, therefore tlıat I suggested m my 
last ıntervıew ıvıth you, w as tlıat you should express 
your regret for uhat you have done. 

(2) That you should lıquıdate the Progressive 
Coalıtıon Party or completely dıssocıate yourselî from 
ıt and resıgn from your office as Premıer. After that, 
I told you, I was prepared to see that the ban should 
be lıfted and that you and other Muslıms, who ıvere 
expelled, should be elıgıble for rnembershıp of the 
Müslim League and also to Müslim League Party m the 
Bengal Assembly. Thereafter, the Müslim League 
party m the Bengal Assembly wıll tahe such decısıons 
as may be necessary from time to time wıth regard to 
matters arısıng ın connectıon ıvıth and relatıng to the 
Legıslature and the admınıstratıon of the Government 
of Bengal ın consonaııce \\ıth the fundamental prıncıples 
and the polıcy of the Ali Indıa Mııslırn League , subject 
of course, to one över rıdıng provısıon tvlııclı ıs em* 
bodıed ın the ResoIutıon N No 2 of the WorLıng Commıt- 
tee dated Oct 22, 1939 and confirmed by Re^olutıon 
No 1 of the Councıl of the AU Indıa Müslim League 
dated Feb 25, 1910, vhıch runs as follous :— 

“The Worhıng Commıttee lıereb) empouer the 
Pre»ıdent to advıse, guıde and ıssue mstructıons to 
Müslim League partıes ın the varıous Prouııcıal Lcgıs- 
latures jn the e\ent of some suddeıı ernergenc) arısıng. 
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“lbe Millini League paıties simli 
or earry *>ui sındı inMnu'!ioıı< a*> nmy he 
Prcsident." 


give cflocl to 
given hy the 


At tliK intervieu* of tlıo Î3th Nov. 3912. yon agrccd 
to earry out tlıo-e eonditions ıvîthîn a forlnighl. Hut 
I heard notlıing furtluT fronı yon till nmv. 


Bolore I elose î ınnsl say that î eaıınot appıeciatc 
tîıe toııe. tlıo langııage and sentiments exprcsscd hy yoıı 
in the /iı-t paragraph of yotır lellcr. becausc altlıotıglı 
ymı eonclude it hy sayiııg “ I do not, hmvever, wislı 
to rake ııp the unpleasant past. hut to concenlrate on 
the fııtuıv ** yon have alrcady indulgcd to a coıısiderable 
exteııt in raking tıp the past. 

I ıntısl also repudiate and canııol agıee wilh you 
whal you say in tlıis paragraph, as it is coııtrary to real 
facls. î anı ohliged to say tlıis because if you really 
Avanlcd to bury the unpleasant past and iıılended to 
concenlrate on the fulure you slıould not lıave starled 
wilh suclı a prcamble as is contained in tlıis paragraph 
of youı* lelter. 

Noı* do I ıındersland the lasl paragraph of your 
letter, specially ıvlıen you say “ I lıope you will not 
impose your decision on llıe sleps thal we lake in Bengal 
foı* securing llıe besi possible adminislration for ali 
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communities in the country.” Perhaps it is a mıstake 
and I suppose you mean Bengal. 

Nor do I understand what is the meanİng of your 
suggestion tlıat I sîıould not impose my decision on the 
steps tlıat you may take in Bengal. 

However, it seems to me that the last paragraplı 
of your letteı* need not be discussed further, in view of 
\vhat I have already explained and stated above, namely 
the conditions to be complied with, in order to facilitate 
your being re-admitted to the Müslim League organi- 
sation. 

I sîıall move in the matter as soon as the above 
conditions are satisfied by you. 

Witlı kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
(S</.) M. A. JlNNAII. 



CORRESPONDENCE: 

MR. JINNAH 
& 

NAWAB OF CHATTARI 
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Letter from Nawab of Chattari to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dated 20th July, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

As I lıave accepted a salaried appointment in an 
Indian State I ıvrite this to tender my resignation from 
the membership of the Council of tlıe All-India Müslim 
League. It is needless for me to say that your good 
wishes and blessings would ahvays be a source of great 
strength to me and I am sure that they would not be 
denied. 

Witlı kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Ahmed Said. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Nawab of Chattari, 

Dated, July 30, 1941. 

Dear Nawab Sahib, 

I received your letter dated July the 20th from 
Chattari in the afternoon of the 24th of July 1941. On 
examining the envelope I find that it was posted and 
registered at Delhi on the 22nd of July. 

I beg to inform yon that it was decided before the 
receipt of your letter to take disciplinary action against 
you as indicated by my statement issued on the 2İst 
14 
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as you were a member of tîıe Müslim League for having 
joined the so-called National Defeııce Council. I regret, 
therefore, tlıat apart Irom the technicality tlıat your 
letter should have been addressed to the Secretary, I 
am unable to accept your resîgnation pending the resul t 
of the disciplinary action tlıat has to be taken against 
you. However, I am fonvarding your letter to the 
Secretary of the All-India Müslim League. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAII. 



CORRESPO NDENCIE 


MR. JINNAH 
& 

MAULÂNA A ZAD 
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Telegram 

Bombay, 12th July 1940. 

From Maıılana Azad to Mr. Jinnah :— 

“ Confidential. Your July 9 statement : The Con- 
gress Delhi resolution definitely means by National 
Government a composite Cabinet not limited to any 
single party. But is it the position of the League that 
she cannot agree to any provisional arrangement not 
based on the two-nation scheme ? If so, pleae clarify 
by wire.” 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 

fi 

“ Your telegram cannot reciprocate coııfidence. I 
refuse to discuss with you, by correspondence or other- 
wise, as you have completely forfeited the confidence 
of Müslim India. Can’t you realise you are made a 
Müslim 4 show-boy 5 Congress President to give it colouı* 
that it is national and deceive foreign countries. You 
represent neither Muslims nor Hindus. The Congress 
is a Hindu body. If you have self-respect resign at önce. 
You have done your worst against the League so far. 
You know you lıave hopelessly failed. Give it up.” 




MR. JINNAH 

8c 

ALLAMA MASHRIQI 
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t 

Telegram from Allama Mashriqi to Mı*. Jinnah :— 

5th May, 1942. 

“ My telegram dated 28th April unreplied. 1 Can 
you State minimum coııditions lor united demand foı* 
National Government ? Do you approve active co- 
operation of Klıaksars witlî Rajagopalachariar ? ” 

Mı*. Jinnah’s reply to Allama Maslıriqi’s telegram : 

llth May, 1942. 

“ YouV telegram 5tlı May. My appeal to Khak- 
sars is to join and support whole-heartedly League policy 
at this critical juncture. Not possible discuss terms 
united demand as requested by means correspondence. 
—Jinnah.” 




CORRESPONDENCE: 

MR. JINNAH 
& 

MR. C. RAJAGOPALACHARI 
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Telegram from Mr. Rajagopalachari to Mr. 
•Jinnah :—- 

2ııd February, 1943. 

“ In pursuance of a general desire to consider the 
situation arising out of Gandhiji’s fast, we earnestly 
request you to join the Conference here on Feb. 18, 
Thursday afternoon, which Kunzru, Ghaznavi, Srini- 
vasan, Joshi, Kazmi, Banerjee, Chaudhary, Sant Singh 
and selves convening.” 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 

Bombay, Feb. 15, 1943. 

In a letter to Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, replying to 
his invitation to attend tlıe conference, Mr. Jinnah says, 
“ The situation arising out of Mr. Gandhi’s fast is really 
a matter for the Hindu leaders to consider and advise 
him accordingly.” 

Mr. Jinnah adds, “ I regret I anı unable to asso- 
ciate myself with the proposed conference at Delhi on 
the 18th of February, 1943 for it is apparent from the 
recent correspondence between the Viceroy, the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and Mr. Gandhi, tlıat has heen pub- 
lished in tlıe Press, that there is no change on the part 
of Mr. Gandhi in the attitude and stand taken by him 
last August c vis-a-vis 5 the Muslini League except the 
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reiteration of his oft-repeated political demand Iıaving 
for its sanction a tlıreat to resort to “ mass civil dîs- 
obedience.” Now he has undertaken this dangerous 
fast ıvİth a view to enforce that demand whîch if con- 
ceded or agreed to under such coercive method, it is 
obvious, will destroy the Müslim demand and involve 
complete sacrifice of the vital and paramount interests 
of Müslim India. 

“ Moreover, great political issues and complex 
political problems of this subcoııtinent involving the 
destinies of millions cannot be settled or solved by 
means and methods of fastıng adopted by Mr. Gandhi. 

“ I do however, hope that your efforts may lead to 
tlıe path of reason and peace and tlıen there \vould come 
an opportunity for friendîy negotiations ıvhich might, I 
trust, result in a settlement satisfactory not only to the 
two majör nations—Hindus and Muslims—but to ali 
other interests and minorities concemed.” 



CORRESPONDENCE: 


MR. JINNAH 
& 

SHEIKH ABDUL MAJID 
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After resigning from tlıe Müslim League, Sheiklı 
Abdııl Majid wrote a letteı* dated 25th Oct. 1943 in- 
formiııg Mı*. Jinnalı about his resignation. 

Mr. Jinııah’s reply :— 


Dated, 4th Nov. 1943. 

Dear Slıeiklı Abdııl Majid, 

“I am in receipt of your letter of October 25, 1943, 
informing me tlıat yoıı ha ve resigned from the 
Muslini League orgaııisation. Wlıat do you expect me 
to do after you have taken your decision ıvitlıout 
apprisiııg me of your complaints against tlıe Ministry of 
placing them before the Working Committee of tlıe All- 
Iııdia Müslim League \vlıich would have been the correct 
procedure for you to adopt before you took this fatal 
step. 

İn these circumstances I note tlıat you have resign¬ 
ed from the Müslim League organisation ” 

Yours sineerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. Jinnah. 
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After resigııîng from the Müslim League, Slıeiklı 
Abdul Majid ıvrote a letter dated 25th Oct. 1943 in- 
forming Mı*. Jinnalı about his resignation. 

Mı*. Jinnah’s reply :— 


Dated, 4th Nov. 1943. 

Deaı* Slıeiklı Abdul Majid, 

“I am in receipt of youı* letter of Octobeı* 25, 1943, 
informing ıue that yoıı have resigned from tlıe 
Muslini League organisation. What do you expect me 
to do after you have takeıı youı* decision without 
apprising me of youı* complaints agaiııst tlıe Ministry of 
placing them before the Woı*king Committee of the All- 
India Müslim League ıvhich would have been the correct 
proeedure foı* you to adopt before you took this fatal 
step. 

İn these circumstances I note that you have resign¬ 
ed from the Müslim League organisation” 

Yours sineerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. Jinnah. 



